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SALUTATORY, 

IN accordance with a resolution ad<ipted by the Convention of the 
Young Men's Cliristian Associations of the United States and British 
Provinces, the Executive Committee have arranged for the publication 
of a Quarterly Magazine, of which the first number is herewith presented. 
In accepting the responsibility thus added to the many cares of their 
position, the Committee have the right to expect the sympathy and oo 
operation of all the true friends of young men ; and, while the financial 
branch' of the enterprise has been so well provided for that there need 
be felt no anxiety with respect to the regular issue of the Quarterly dur- 
ing at least its experimental year, it is felt that, to make the publication 
a success, the hearts and pens of Christian men must be enlisted in the 
work of reaching the young men of the country by means of a Utera- 
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tare at once appropriate and attractive. To accomplisli this important 
mission, the Committee ask the assistance of all who, lo^nng the Master, 
and loving the souls of men, can recognize in this medium an opportu- 
nity to speak for that Master and help harvest those souls for His glory. 

Published in the interest of the Christian Associations of America, 
and designed mainly to meet the wants of their now numerous member- 
ship, the Quarterly will nevertheless be so conducted as to prove accept- 
able to all young men, and each number will, it is hoped, contain such 
variety as will commend its perusal to both professing Christians and 
those not yet rejoicing in the hope of the Gospel. God grant that its 
pages may become the instrumentality of some good in strengthening 
the Faith, quickening the Hope, and vitalizing the Love of all into whose 
hands this modest messenger may come ! 

A word as to the editorial policy which it is intended shall govern the 
Quarterly, until the next Convention shall have decided upon its expedi- 
ency. It is not the purpose of the Committee to publish sermons merely, nor 
to restrict those who furnish articles to the discussion of religious subjects 
only. There is much to be accomplished for our yoimg men, and preach- 
ing is not the only method of accomplishing it. Besides supplying use- 
ful liints of a practical character for the benefit of those who belong to 
Christian Associations, and furnishing material profitable for the perusal 
and meditation of those who do not, the endeavor will be to spread a 
table upon which may be found something suited to the several tastes, 
literary and other, of each member of that class who are specially invited 
to partake. In this spirit, and upon these terms, we expect the assist- 
ance of writers who know what young men may be induced to read, and 
also know how to bring their pens to that particular point. If a selec- 
tion shall seem to promise more than original contributions, fit selections 
will be made, upon the principle that novelty is not, intrinsically and of 
necessity, charming — nor originality in composition always certain, be- 
cause modern, to supplant profitably the wisdom and wit of fonner times. 
Other things being equal, preference will be given to original articles in 
the making up of the Quarterly ; but a wise reference will also be had 
to the cliaracter of the mission and field before us. The seed must be 
suited to the soil. 



THE SPIEIT OF THE CONVENTION. 



THERE has been, as indeed there can be, but one opinion expressed 
respecting the blessed peculiarities which marked the International 
Convention of Young Men's Christian Associations held at Albany last 
June. The unusual number of delegates, the care evidently taken that 
the various Associations should be represented by their best men, the 
manifest determination on all sides that the gathering should not only 
possess, but bring into active exercise, elements of power and far-reach- 
ing influence, and an equally pronounced intention that mere social 
pleasure should be subordinated to the high and holy objects of mutual 
Christian advancement and progressive effort in vineyard work — all these 
elements in spnmetrical combination contributed to make marked and 
memorable the Convention season of 1866. Without instituting unneces- 
sary and invidious comparisons, as between this gathering and its ten 
predecessors, each of which was characterized by a peculiar charm and 
has fastened upon many a memory sweet souvenirs of heaven on earth, 
it may yet be permitted us to express the opinion that, in the union and 
harmonious blending of all that goes to make up an occasion of profit- 
able and powerful religious enjoyment, the Albany Convention was sig- 
nificantly superior to any that had preceded it. 

It is our purpose to say a few words respecting some of the inspiring 
influences which combined to impart so large a measure of vitality, eflB- 
clency, and potency, to the convocation at Albany. 

And chiefest among these influences stands, confessedly, the spirit of 
devotion which, from the outset, characterized, in a most marked degree, 
not only all the proceedings of the Convention, but the general conduct 
of its individual members as well. It may safely be questioned whether 
a body of young men, equally numerous and of like prominence in their 
several localities, had ever previously been convened in this country, of 
whom it could truly be said that each was a working Christian, who had 
come up as the chosen, because fit, representative of some local brother- 
hood of Christian laborers, bringing with him the sheaves of his rejoi- 
cing and prepared to share them with all who would partake. At the 
prayer-meetings, the regular sessions of the Convention, and the public 
meetings, not overlooking the meeting held in Troy, it was matter of 
rejoicing remark that the Holy Spirit gave evident tokens of His pres- 
ence in the deep devotional feeling, the intense religious interest, and the 
sense of solemn responsibility, which, like an atmosphere, supplied the 
vital breath of those there earnestly and honestly waiting upon God. 
At no previous Convention had the meetings for prayer been so numer- 
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ous or so numerously attended, nor had we ever been privileged to enjoy 
so marked a manifestation of the Master's presence as was abundantly 
vouchsafed us in most of these heavenly antepasts. The fervent prayer, 
the fervid exhortation, the penitent confession, the narration of fruitful 
experience, the details of wide-spread revival, and the earnest interest 
evinced by all that the work of the Lord might prosper— these were the 
constant characteristics of the prayer-meetings, and they contributed, 
each in its place, to "prepare a table" for us, upon which was spread a 
"feast of fat things," in the strength of which we have gone many days. 

A spirit of earnestness was another peculiar feature of the Conven- 
tion. The character and composition of the gathering naturally suggests 
the idea of innate and progressive energy as resulting from the mental 
attrition of more than two hundred Young Men, fresh from varied scenes 
of active Christian endeavor, many of whom were usefully prominent as 
ministers or missionaries in the cities of the United States and the Brit- 
ish Provinces. The Sunday-School enterprise, the Temperance cause, 
the City Mission, the Anti-Papal movement, and all the progressive and 
reformatory projects of religious sanction, were represented in the per- 
sons of young men, whose presence, however, and first fealty, were due 
to the fact that they were delegated to represent the Christian Associa- 
tions of the land. Constituted of such materials, human nature would 
have been belied, had not an extraordinary degree of earnestness char- 
acterized the discussions of the Convention. In truth, there was an 
intensity about all the proceedings, which, unless it had been held well 
in check by the admirable reining of the President, as well as by the 
devotional spirit already adverted to, might have qualified the practical 
usefulness of the debates, and, perhaps, interrupted the genial cm-rent of 
sympathy and fraternity among the delegates. But, happily, not a single 
untoward breeze was permitted to rirffle for an instant the smooth sur- 
face. All had come together inspired by the desire to receive and impart 
what each could teach or learn respecting the things of the Kingdom in 
their relation to the one work of saving the souls of j'oung men ; and no 
other sul)ject, of whatever intrinsic importance, was allowed to come be- 
tween the Convention and the objects for which it had been called. 
Ilence, all this intensity of earnestness had to be concentrated upon the 
business and topic in hand — with what effect none who were in attend- 
ance are likely soon to forget. 

Noticeable, also, was the spirit of fraternity, which made the Con- 
vention one unintcrnipted occasion of brotherly love. Wliilc many of 
the delegates had for the first time come up to the solemn feast and 
were new partakers of the soul-refreshment so abundantly provided, it is 
probable that a majority of the members of this Convention had passed 
the novitiate degree, and had fi-equently participated in these scones of 
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full fellowship, as at Buffalo, Montreal, Troy, Boston, Chicago, and Phila- 
delphia. To most of us, therefore, it was a renewed confluence of 
streams which a winter's frosts had kept apart and held in bonds; a 
famil}' gathering, as at some Thanksgiving festival where brothers, scat- 
tered during the year, meet to forget for a time the sorrows of separation. 
But whether new or old members of the fraternity, little time elapsed 
before all were in brotherly^ accord, and mutual confidence and esteem 
went hand in hand with the Christian sympathy which each gave to 
every other. In this respect, if in no other, the permanent and practical 
benefit of these annually-recurring Conventions is exemplified ; and, in 
fact, it may well be doubted if, in the absence of this feeling of brother- 
hood — the matured firuit of the Convention system — much success 
would attend the endeavor to extend our work as an institution through 
the country. But, quickened and vitalized by these yearly answerings 
of face to face and heart to heart, we are made members, as it were, of 
a sacred Order of Masons, whose shibboleth is Faith, Hope, and Love 
and whose existence finds warrant in our wider usefulness for the Master 
in the Vineyard of Souls. 

This imperfect paper would be still more incomplete if it failed to 
refer to the spirit of Christian unity as prominent among the elements 
of enjoyment and advantage in the Albany Convention. Nothing but 
the merest mention of this feature is needed to recall to mind that which 
few of us had occasion or inclination to notice at the time, viz., the 
blessed absence of every thing sectarian and denominational, except 
so far as a happy, harmonious minglement of all was necessary to the 
Christian symmetry of the occasion. The various colors and shades 
were all present, but in a combination as beautiful and appropriate 
as though He who spans the heavens with the rainbow had arched 
above us a Bow of Promise wherein were blended all the accordant 
hues that His " Holy Catholic Church " could contribute toward the 
adornment of the Home in Glory. Throughout the proceedings, neither 
resolution nor discussion, neither prayer nor exhortation, neither essay 
nor address, trenched in the slightest degree upon gi-ounds of religious 
doctrine which every one did not hold as his own, or in support of which 
all would not have united as one man. No curiosity was either enkindled 
or gratified, by any speakers, as to the denomination to which one or 
another was attached ; and even the Secretaries and Vice-Presidents of 
the Convention were ignorant as to which branches of the True Vine 
their fellow-oflacers clustered upon. To those who have the privilege of 
membership in the Young Men's Christian Association, there is nothing 
novel or strange in all this ; for, as we all know. Christian Union is the 
corner-stone of our fabric, and its exemplification finds nowhere such 
complete success as in the institution to which we have given our hearts 
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and hands. The manifestation of this spirit in our Conventions is but 
the natural outgrowth of the system upon which our Associations are 
organized. And yet it seems proper to erect this simple memorial-stone 
over the records of the Albany gathering, Ln token that, as God hath 
been with us in all our ways, so, in respect to the pemjanent establish- 
ment of Catholicity and Christian Unity as the crowning feature of our 
organization, we may gratefully aflSrm, "Hitherto hath God helped 
us." 



TRUST IN GOD, AND DO THE RIGHT. 

{Selected.) 

CouRACE, brother ! do not stumble, 
Though thy path be dark as night ; 

There's a star to guide the humble ; 
" Trust in God, and do the right." 

Let the road be rough and dreary. 

And its end far out of sight, 
Foot it brarcly ! Strong or weary, 

" Trust in God, and do the right." 

Perish policy and cunning ! 

Perish all that fears the light ! 
Whether losing, whether winning, 

" Trust in God, and do the right." 

Trust no party, sect, or faction ; 

Trust no leaders in the fight ; 
But in every word and action, 

" Trust in God, and do the right." 

Trust no lovely forms of passion : 
Fiends may look like angels bright : 

Trust no custom, school, or fashion ; 
" Trust in God, and do the right." 

Simple rule, and safest guiding, 
Inward peace and inward might, 

Star upon our path abiding, 

" Trust in God, and do the right." 

Some wiU hate thee, some will love thee 

Some will flatter, some will slight- 
Cease from man, and look above thee. 
Trust in God, and do the right." 



HOW SHALL I READ THE BIBLE? 



ONE of the cardinal difficulties in the way of Bible study is the 
unwillingness to give time to it. God's casket of heavenly jewels 
cannot be explored, because ujen wish their time, forsooth, for "busi- 
ness." Out of every day, Christian men will give six hundred minutes to 
" business " and six minutes to the Word of God ! Now, when we con- 
sider that the Bible furnishes the Christian his spiritual pabulum, we 
need not wonder why the Church is full of starvelings. Nor need we 
wonder that the Bible is not very interesting to some. They might as 
well attempt to admire a picture-gallery, by running the eye over a cata- 
logue. If a man tells me that he tries in vain to love the reading of the 
Bible, I ask him if he ever sat down for an undisturbed hour to the 
searching of the Scriptures. I know he has not, or he would never have 
made his complaint. There is a fascination in Scripture study that no 
Christian can escape when he once enters on the work, and even thou- 
sands of unbelievers have felt the fascination and confessed it. But as 
Aladdin's lamp had to be rubbed in order to yield its wonders, so the 
Bible nmst be diligently handled if its beauty and glory would be seen. 
I say to every man. Devote at least one hour a day to Bible study, and 
let it be a good, fresh, wide-awake hour. Shut yourself up to it, if you 
can, away from the talk of the family, or the noise of children, or the 
interruption of friends, and I'll warrant you will be strongly tempted to 
run over into the second hour. Now how to do it : 

1. Do not trammel yourself with the legalism of reading a certain 
amount. What you want is the growth of your soul, not the bolting of 
quantity. If you find a single verse very juicy, stop and enjoy it for a 
half hour. Shut your eyes, and think it over. Illustrate it in your own 
life and experience. That one verse may run into every corner of your 
being, and do you more good than twenty chapters. At another time, 
the historical connection or other interest may lead you to read page after 
page. Any rule about quantity is a bad rule. 

2. Compare Scripture with Scripture. This is best done with a con- 
cordance or a good marginal reference Bible. In the latter case, look at 
all the references, and you will be surprised how they illuminate your read- 
ing, and open up new avenues of thought. The searching of the Scrip- 
tures which our Lord enjoins, seems especially to be fulfilled in this 
work. Sometimes a double view of one truth in this way will act like 
the double view and double glass of the stereoscope, and make the truth 
stand out in all the fulness and perspective of reality, startling the soul by 
its presence. 
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3. Use a Bible in some other language than your oiim, if you are 
able. This gives a fi-esliness to old texts, of which the truth is ever fi esh, 
but the words may have become trite to the ear. And you see in the 
foreign version a slightly different phase of the truth, as looted upon by 
another people from a different stand-point of disposition and tempera- 
ment. You will be filled with surprises in this research, which will serve 
not only to incite your zeal, but also to secure the truth in your memory. 

4. Use a good Bible Atlas and Bible Dictionary. Familiarity with 
the geography and usages of the East gives a life to the Bible narrative 
that makes its truths the clearer. The more Oriental we become, the 
better fitted we are to receive the Word, which was first spoken to 
Orientals, and which is filled with Oriental facts and allusions. How it 
adds to the parable of the good Samaritan to know something about the 
dismal, lonely road from Jerusalem down through the limestone rocks 
to Jericho ! And how could one understand the story of our Saviour 
washing His disciples' feet, unless he knew the important facts of Ori- 
ental costume and customs here involved ? 

5. Read aloud, if you have the opportunity. Reading aloud and 
praying aloud add much to the vigor of those exercises. The mind 
seems to be aroused by the sound of the voice. Our thoughts take a 
more complete shape, and hence are more permanent and powerful. Let 
those who never tried this try it now, if they wish a new and very happy 
experience. 

6. Always read with prayer. Reading God's Word is an act of 
devotion — a religious exercise. God's Word is always sacred, and we 
oaght to be always solemn when we approach it. To take up the Bible 
as we would the City Directory or the Almanac is to secularize it, and so 
emasculate it. It is to use a magnetic machine without connecting the 
wires. The prayerful frame of mind is necessary for the electric power 
of the Bible to operate. When the Spirit, who indited the Book, is 
received in His influences into the heart, then the connection is complete, 
and messages of peace flow from heaven to earth. 

7. Bead each time with full faith that you will find a blessing. 
This is honoring God's own method. He gave the Bible, and for the 
express pui-pose of blessing the soul by it. Use it for this end, and you 
cannot be deceived. Tliere can be no failure on God's part. His blessings 
are inexhaustible, and so are His Scriptures. Let there be no critical 
pride, but a child-like simplicity before the Word— a puttmg forth of our 
weak hand to receive a gift from God. 

Now I ask any Christian to read God's Word in accordance with 
these seven rules, and, if he has not used them before, I promise him 
such a love for the Scriptures as he never had, a most glorious manifes- 
tation of their sublime divinity, with a profounder study and a more 
constant handling of their wonderful treasures. 



CONVERSATION. 



THOUGHT is the most real thing we know, and therefore when 
men employ themselves about thought, whether to create it, or to 
impart it, or to receive it, they are well and nobly employed. And this 
exchange of thought is conversation, which includes all these, its crea- 
tion, impartation, and reception. Is it not strange that this true con- 
versation should be so rare in our daily lives ? There is such delight in 
it, combining as it does the pleasure of expressing our own ideas, of 
watching their effect upon another mind, awakening there cognate ideas 
to be received by us, bringing soul close to soul, and causing an athletic 
flow and consciousness of power which cheers and dignifies us ! And 
then it would seem to be so natural ; all things about us tend to awaken 
thoughts ; what so easy as to seize the pleasure of expressing them ? And 
many ideas, which in the solitude of the indi^adual breast are oppres- 
sively grand and temble, lose their strangeness when communicated^ 
and become insensibly more approachable and tangible ; and there seems 
that instinct too, within us, to communicate our thoughts, that there is in 
the Leyden jar to emit its spark. We have not fully thought until we 
have shaped our thinking into words. 

Why, then, is there so much talk in the world, and so little conversa- 
tion ? It must be either from lack of thought or from some artificial 
repression of the natural desire to communicate it, or both. I believe 
both causes are involved: if there were much thought, it would perforce 
be expressed ; it could no more be pent up than can steam, it must have 
vent ; but no less surely does the absence of expression prove a restrain- 
ing cause to exist which works against it, and we cannot long be at a 
loss to realize this if we regard the commonest actions of men around 
us. They meet in society — a chance companionship — and they essay to 
entertain one another with trifles in which none can have any vital in- 
terest. We are introduced to a stranger, or meet him in travel, or so- 
journ, and straightway we diligently, yea toilsomely, gather together a 
feast of emptinesses to spread before him ; it does not often occur to us 
that he has any thing to teach us, or we him, but we feel chivalrously 
bound to amuse him if we can, and beguile his time away by light, 
merry conceits which cannot possibly oftend his prejudices. And here 
we have struck, so to speak, the key-note of the discord, for in this 
prejudice exists the greatest foe of conversation ; we are so careful of our 
own prejudices, so tender to the possible prejudices of those we meet, 
that we fear to commence a seriously interesting subject, lest, perchance, 
it should prove too interesting for the preservation of the polite equa- 
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nimity of all the auditors; and thus, instead of expecting men to reason 
willingly for their convictions, we shrink from drawing them into con- 
troversy, and have largely abandoned the golden currency of truth for 
the greasy counterfeit of complaisance. Now, is this excessive consider- 
ation the result of kindness, or of vanity and cowardice ? Are we not too 
vain to expose ourselves to ridicule for being serious, and too fearful to 
show our devotion to truth in the face of possible opposition and cold- 
ness ? We will not easily appreciate the force of the strong law by which 
serious and earnest thought is ostracized from the pale of her present 
social intercourse, unless we, for a brief season, try to disregard it. We 
will then soon find how singular we are considered for talking of truths 
which almost eveiy one believes and counts most important. How 
rarely in our ordinary social experience do we hear religious themes dis- 
cussed at all, and with what embarrassment are they treated when spoken 
of with any sort of reverence or earnestness ! A while ago, General 
Howard, in a political address, said something to the effect that we 
must treat the freedmen of the South in the Spirit of Christ. " Very 
extraordinary talk this for a stump speech," remarks one of the great 
morning papers, and proceeds to blame the General for violating the law 
of society which forbids the introduction of religious considerations 
into the common concerns of life, or something of that sort. And 
thus the mere name of our Lord and Master can scarcely be reverently 
spoken in public, outside of a church or religious convention, without 
exciting surprise if not ridicule. And, worse yet, in talk between man 
and man, through this false view of what constitutes proper reserve, it 
has become difficult to secure the candid discussion of the most important 
and universally interesting of all topics. Now, can this so-called social 
law which operates against religious conversation, this polite custom 
which gives frivolity and slander fall license to mingle with all companies, 
while it imprisons religion closely within the portals of the sanctuary, 
— can this be sanctioned either by conscience or common sense ? Why 
should I not urge my fellow-man, wherever he be found, to act in accord- 
ance with the precepts which he acknowledges to be divine ? Why not 
present motives which have all the energy of perfect truth and all the 
vastness of eternity 'I It seems that Christians have conceded too much 
to the bold assertions and assumptions of men of skeptical minds and 
worldly lives, who have labored in all ages, but never more successfully 
than at present, to represent religion as a whim or caprice, varyino- with 
every individual man and concerning none but himself, and which can 
exert but little influence in the practical affairs of life. Is there not tlie 
sting of an infidel sneer hidden in that tenderness for revealed truth 
which would carefully exclude it fi'om appeal in all cases where mere 
humanity or^even selfishness may rule ? 
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The consequence of this concession is, that conversation, so powerfdl 
an agent to effect the purposes of Cliristianity, is but comparatively little 
used by Christians in their Master's service ; while in general society the 
aim seems to be at a certain elegant levity of talk which cannot offend 
prejudice, since it conveys no earnest statements, nor pique dulness, since 
it embodies no information, but which overflows and engulfs all true 
thought, sense, and feeling in a flood of sparkling platitudes. Shoppy, 
heavy, slow, priggish, are terms ready made for application to any men 
whose conversation shows thought and feeling ; and it is astonishing to 
note the terror which attends these formidable appellatives, until now a 
Scientiflc or philosophic man is not easily to be persuaded into speaking 
of the themes which employ his time and attention, but prefers silently 
to take the lowest seat in the congregation of triflers rather than incur 
the risk of some such frightful criticism. 

It appears that from this sinking of pious motives and pleading 
selfish ones, from this avoiding religious themes of conversation and 
clinging to frivolous and worldly ones, there may be in some measure 
derived a means of accounting for the low state of public opinion in even 
this land of churches and schools. When all over the world public 
opinion shall coincide in its requirements with the golden rule, and 
shall condemn pride, untruth, and selfishness, as sternly as it now con- 
demns theft and murder, will not the millennium have come, for then 
surely will Christ reign over all the kingdoms of the earth ? Therefore 
should every Christian see to it that his talk breathes always the spirit 
of the rule of love ; that he never sufl'ers pride, or cynicism, or worldli- 
ness, to stamp their impress on his words ; that he never palliates crime, 
nor jests at goodness, but is always sure that if he have given forth any 
influence, it has been toward the exaltation of his race to their day of 
light and glory. Perhaps it might be demonstrated that every force, 
however shght, produces an eflfect in the direction in which it is exerted, 
and that in a sufficient length of time the eflfeet will become apparent in 
the production of any result desired. How great, then, may be the ulti- 
mate consequence of the gentle pressure of one true and loving word 
upon the future state of this vast human family in some far-ofi' age ! As 
the galvanic current, almost insensible when it leaves the jar of the 
battery, will yet, by passing through a system of magnets, acquire tre- 
mendous energy — so may such a word, spoken by some earnest soul, as 
it pursues its course from mind to mind down the channel of time, gain 
spiritual force enough to vitalize the conscience of a continent. 

We are sometimes prone to place an undue reliance upon books in 
this age of printing, and are apt to look back upon the masses of men in 
ancient times as necessarily brutal and unintelligent from their lack of 
what we consider almost the only sources of instruction ; and yet books 
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are only a substitute for talk, aud are inferior to it in every way as 
a means of communicating ideas. Now, it is very likely that the an- 
cients, Laving no books to rely on, used to feel the need of making their 
talk instructive, and what they learned in this way, there is little ques- 
tion they knew better than we know what we read or study in books. 
How much might we improve ourselves and raise the tone of thought in 
our age, were it the fashion of well-read men to tell us what they had 
learned by study, as Socrates used to tell his friends what he had learned 
by reflection, and were it the fashion of every man to think and talk of 
what he read and saw ! Thus conversation, did it fulfil its ti-ue mission, 
would greatly influence for good the condition of the bodies and minds 
of men. Is it needful to more than assert that it might be made an 
instrument of incalculable benefit to their souls, if the talk of men gen- 
erally bad in it a religious element ? If sacred names and themes were 
commonly and reverently mentioned and discussed, then surely it would 
be hard for people to be careless of their souls or thoughtless of eter- 
nity. Surely revivals would constantly begin, and widely spread, until 
it would be no longer needful for one to say to his brother, " Know the 
Lord," for all would know Him from the least unto the greatest. 

Occasionally there seems to have been raised up in the world a man 
who should be a model to his fellows of a holy life, and should point 
their minds forward to the state of the Church in her day of exaltation. 
Such patterns of holiness seem to have existed in every generation, and 
their' pure lives have overcome all sorts of theoretical error. It might 
be interesting to note what is recorded of the conversation of one of these 
great lights of the Church, John Fletcher, of whom Wesley says : " He 
possessed a courtesy in which there was not the least touch either of art 
or affectation. It was pure and genuine, and sweetly constrained him 
to behave to every one in a manner not to be described, with so inex- 
pressible a mixture of humility, love, and respect. This directed his 
words, the tone of his voice, his looks, his whole attitude, his every 
motion. Never did any man more perfectly suit his whole behavior to 
the persons and occasion. I was intimately acquainted with him for 
thirty years. I conversed with him morning, noon, and night, without 
the least reserve, during a journey of many hundred miles, and in all 
that time I never heard him speak an improper word, or saw him do an 
improper action." 

" His general conversation," says a lady whom he visited, " was 
praising God and speaking of the love of our dear Redeemer." From 
the commonest occupations of those he met, his biographer tells us, he 
would draw illustrations and opportunities for Christian advice and allu- 
sion to solemn themes ; thus, he advised a cook to stir up the fire of 
divine love in his heart, that it might burn up all the rubbish therein ; 
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to which, with the greatest coidiahty, he would subjoin a short prayer. 
To a honseinaid he said : " I entreat you to sweep every corner of your 
heart, that it may be fit to receive your heavenly Guest." To one in a 
consumption, being himself also in delicate health, he said, laying one 
hand on his own breast and the other on that of the poor man : "God 
has fixed a loud knocker in your breast and mine ; because we did not 
regard, as we ought to have done, the gentle knocks and calls of His 
Holy Spirit, His word, and His providences, He has taken fast hold here, 
and we cannot get out of His hand. Oh, let this knocker awaken you, 
who are just dropping into eternal sleep ! " These instances seem to 
represent the tone and tenor of his intercourse with his fellow-men. 
" And," says Wesley, " what would have appeared low in another did 
not appear so when spoken by him." Contrast with such a social hfe 
that of those brilliant wits and heaux esprits, whose jests even now pass 
current in the world, and fail not to produce an empty laugh — the sole 
requiem of the gifted authors, the sole result of their life-work. Which 
shall we pronounce happy ? which shall we take for models of our ideal 
men ? 

How, then, shall we set about gaining some true and reasonable 
theory and' practice of conversation ? Surely we will not bo content 
that, of aU the millions of words we will speak in our lives, the vast 
majority shall have no influence for good upon ourselves or others. If 
we seek then the theory, it is easily to be found, yea, it is fijrnished in 
one single utterance of the Son of God : " By thy words thou shalt be 
justified, and by thy words thou shalt be condemned." These our 
words, then, as well as our acts, are to be taken by the Judge as conclu- 
sive proof of our real inner character. 

But for our practice, we can at least purpose to speak earnestly, and 
with some good end in view, whenever we speak at all, and, as far as in 
us lies, to encourage a like spirit in others. By so doing, we will have 
become the adherents and supporters of a most glorious and needed 
reform, and will have in this thing also distinguished between Christ and 
Belial. 



ESTO BREVIS. 

How swiftly fly the days and years 

Of which our life is made ! 
In constant contrast, smiles and tears 
Record our varying hopes and fears, 
Till in the grave we're laid ! 

As thus we linger out our life, 
Each year with added grief, 
Each day with disappointment rife, 
We weary of tlie unc(iual strife, 
And pray " Let it be brief! " 



DIVINE WORSfflP. 



THE English word " worship " is a much more general term in its 
application than either the Hebrew or Greek originals for which it 
stands synonymous. Its etymological signification, as given by Web- 
ster, is a state of worth, i. e., excellence of character, dignity, worthiness. 
Hence is derived its secondary meaning of respect and deference for such 
a character. In this signification it was (and is) applied to any such 
characters, and then to magistrates as a title of honor. 

The term, therefore, in its application to the Divine Being, includes 
three ideas, viz. : First, the idea of infinite excelleTiee of character, 
supreme dignity. Second, reverence for such a Being. Third, what- 
ever in a creature betokens or expresses such homage. This latter 
signification is in fact the meaning to which the term is commonly 
restricted, " the paying of divine honors to the Supreme Being." 

The original Hebrew and Greek terms are expressive rather of the 
outward forms employed in rendering such divine homage, than of the 
subjective exercises of the soul. According to Dr. Robinson, quoting 
Herodotus, there is a reference to the Oriental mode of salutation 
between an inferior and a superior, the former falling to the ground 
or prostrating himself. The original term for worship, both in the Old and 
New Testaments, expresses homage of kneeling or homage by prostration. 
Its secondary sense is the same as that of the English term in its restrict- 
ed sense, the rendering of di\'ine homage in any suitable way. 

David's language (Ps. xcv. 6) reflects this original sense : " O come," 
says he, " let us worship " (literally bow the knee to) ; " let us kneel before 
the Lord our Maker." 

But leaving the signification of the term " worship," we will try to 
gather the philosophy of divine worship. 

The worship of God is undoubtedly founded on the peculiar relations 
we sustain to theDiv-ine Being. We might worship God for what He is 
independently of any such relation. His infinite and glorious charac- 
ter and perfections might well awaken in one not a creature of His (we 
can suppose such a case), feelings and sentmients, and call forth ejacula- 
tions and praise expressive of the highest adoration, but the obligation to 
worship God, which every intelligent man feels, can only exist where 
there is an undoubted and unquestionable claim thereto. John, e. g., in 
vision, was so overwhelmed with the angelic glory of one of God's crea- 
tures, that his first impulse was to worship him, but the angel said to 
him " See thou do it not ; worship God." The angel had no nqht to 
receive what was due to hia Lord and Master. And the Bible everywhere 
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not only claims for God this right of worship, it represents the Lord as 
exceedingly jealous of His own glorious name and honor, as demanding 
the exclusive and universal homage of all His creatures. Every attempt 
to rob God of His worship is regarded with especial abhorrence. Never 
had the Lord's anger so burned against Israel as when they worshipped 
the golden calf. Those weary years of the captivity were in God's view, 
but the just penalty of Israel's idolatry. " Him only shalt thou serve " 
is the spirit as well as the letter of the Word of God. 

Claims to homage so universal, so exclusive, so jealously asserted 
and guarded, must be well founded. They arise from the relation we 
sustain to God, " for He is our Maker.'' 

A Creator has a right to ownership and control of the thing He has 
made. In the case of intelligent creatures, reflecting the divine image, 
endowed with powers of worship, there is the right to receive to the full 
extent the recognition of His character. In the case of His intelligent 
creatures, too, God has endowed them with a moral nature, and placed 
them under a moral government. As a moral Governor, then. He super- 
adds a claim on His creatures' allegiance, unfeigned obedience, and has a 
right to demand that His person be respected as well as His laws obeyed. 

But it will be readily seen that mere power (though exerted to an 
omnipotent degree) and right to rule (though founded on the fact of 
creation and ownership) can never of themselves excite feelings of 
adoration. Majesty might overawe, Omnipotence might overwhelm, but 
what we know as a loving, spontaneous tribute of praise, would be ex- 
cited only by a harmony in divine attributes, perfection in nature, 
beauty in holiness, a union of love with justice. An ignoble man, though 
highest in authority, while obeyed in all lawful requisitions and officially 
respected, but excites disgust. A governor does not call forth respect, 
admiration, esteem, love, only so far as he personally graces his position, 
and firmly yet lo\'ingly administers the government. 

In like manner, it is because the intelligences God has created and 
rightfully governs can recognize in Him one who is " worthy " to be 
adored, that His claim needs no further support. It is because the 
angels and archangels view the unveiled beauty of that divine character 
such as no mortal can conceive ; it is because they know the unfathomed 
and unfathomable depths of the Divine Omniscience, the perfection of 
His works, the glory of His nature, the justice of His governance ; it is 
because they have abundant reason to love and adore, that thoughts 
seem mean and language contemptible in comparison with the measure 
of homage such perfection should receive. As unceasingly, therefore, as 
cordially do they continue to praise, and ever will do so, as they witness 
new unfoldings of that Eternal and Infinite and Glorious Being. 

Now, it is in the precise proportion that these perfections and ele- 
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ments of beauty and glory of God, revealed to men in nature and tbe writ- 
ten Word, arc recognized by tbem that tbe claims of God to exclusive 
homage are respected. God thus apprehended, commands respect. It 
would be doing violence to our nature to withhold it. " Natural reli- 
gion," so called, is natural, and the worship of the God of Nature, how- 
ever it manifest itself, is spontaneous. Even human virtue calls forth 
admiration ; how much more the magnificent and transcendent beauty 
reflected by God in all His works ! 

The same principle is applicable to Christian worship (that which 
alone can properly be called religious worship). It begius with an 
apprehension of the incomparable excellency of the knowledge of Christ 
Jesus. It is Christ's Person, the glory and loveliness of it, which attracts 
the gaze, and wins the love, and calls forth the praise of a Christian. 
" To see Christ as He is," is the devoutest longing and aspiration of the 
saint. When Christ comes again, it will be " to be admired in them 
that believe." 

To use the word "worship" in its etymological sense, again, it is 
the Infinite "worth-ship" (state of worth), the supreme excellency of 
the Divine Nature, His absolute perfection, his glorious works. His equi- 
table and wise government, that excites a spontaneous and free recogni- 
tion of the divine right to exclusive and universal homage. Such wor- 
ship will be more or less earnest, in accordance with the nature of the 
mind apprehending, and with the degree of the apprehension of God ; 
but it will be spontaneous, free, sincere. Paul may have such a view of 
the glory of Christ as to find his thoughts " unutterable," but the hum- 
blest intelligent creature of God may, in his measure, adore Him. If 
God be not worshipped consequently by any such creature, it must arise 
from one of two causes : either from a lack of apprehension, as in the 
case of idiots, or of those whose minds the god of this world has blinded, 
or from a deliberate and vidlftil withholding of that which is known to be 
so justly due. 

In another paper we will resume the consideration of this subject. 



" My son, forget not my law ; but let thine heart keep my command- 
ments : For length of days, and long life, and peace, shall they add to 
thee. Let not mercy and truth forsake thee : bind them about thy neck ; 
write them upon the table of thine heart : So shalt thou find favor and 
good understanding in the sight of God and man. Trust in the Lord 
with all thine heart ; and lean not unto thine own understanding. In 
all thy ways acknowledge him, and he shall direct thy paths."— Prov- 
erbs, iii. 1-6. 



THE RELATION OF PASTORS AND YOUNG MEN'S CHRIS- 
TIAN ASSOCIATIONS. 



FEW pastors, perhaps, have not had their attention sadly attracted to 
the fact that very few men who have passed middle life are ever con- 
verted. Many old men come with admirable punctuality to the house 
of God, and give the most careful attention to every discourse, and yet 
seem wholly unaffected thereby. The men in the churches are ordina- 
rily either converted in their youth or not at all. Regi-et it as we may, 
this is indubitably the truth. 

And, of those who profess religion, how few there are that prove 
their possession of it by a readiness to lead in prayer, teach a class in 
Sabbath-school, make an address at a prayer-meeting, or give in propor- 
tion to their wealth ! Most men insist on enjoying religion rather than 
practising it. They hope to grow in gi-ace by absorption and not by 
exercise. How utterly vain this hope is, their spiritual deadness sup- 
plies abundant evidence. 

Every pastor is therefore deeply interested in whatever can induce 
young men to come to church, and thus cooperate with the means of 
grace in securing their conversion, and their active participation in aU 
the duties of the Christian. AU these useful results Young Men's 
Christian Associations are well adapted to accomplish. 

Young men, perhaps more than any other class in society, are influ- 
enced by their associates. If their companions are church-goers, they 
will go along with them. If, for the hour, example leads to dissipation, 
they are likely to follow it. Ministers cannot be present at these mo- 
ments of quivering purpose, to utter good words, and enforce these by 
consistent example. But even if they were actually present at the time, 
it is very doubtful whether their influence would be as great as that of 
an intimate friend of the same age and of like occupation. The most 
kindly offices from a minister would probably be lost if turned to ridi- 
cule as " priestcraft " by some look or word of temptation. It is just at 
such times as these that young men, having gained strength by associ- 
ating themselves together for the purpose, can do incalculable good by 
their companionship and mutual persuasions. Just then, an offer to ac- 
company them to a church of their preference is almost sure to bring 
within the sound of the gospel those who must either hear it, and believe 
it, and be saved by it, or perish. This work must be done by young 
men. No other class can do it. They will do it, and can do it more 
efi'ectually by associating themselves together, and planning their work, 
than in any other way. The difi'erence between this work done by Asso- 
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ciations, and left to individual exertions, is just the same ttat always ex- 
ists between organized and unorganized effort. Cooperation in this way 
by Christian young men is vital to the highest success of the ministry in 
gathering young men into the Church. And if the men are not brought 
in while in their youth, how rarely are they saved afterward ! 

But merely to introduce men formally into the Church — to enroll 
their names and have them take their places at communion — is far from 
being all that is desirable. Unfortunately, many there are thus intro- 
duced, whose lives give almost no reliable evidence that they have much, 
if any, vital piety. The Christianity that is needed in these days is one 
that prays, that works, that gives, and is not ashamed. And the great 
diiBculty in developing this kind of active Christianity in our churches 
is to get the beginning made. If we get a man once to pray, or to work, 
it is not so very diflBcult to get him to continue. Take, for example, the 
duty of leading in public prayer. How very few churches have more 
than ten or twelve persons who are willing to pray when called on ! 
Probably a majority of churches have not over five or six. Observation 
justifies the statement that not one man in ten wUl discharge this duty. 
The real difficulty is diffidence. The very presence of the pastor makes 
the attempt more embarrassing to them. They refuse or stay away 
when urged by the pastor, and yet all experience shows that, if they had 
an opportunity of beginning among young men of their own age, little 
difficulty would be experienced thereafter in persuading them to make 
the effort. Having been accustomed to lead when by themselves, they 
will be ready to lead when others than young men are present. A young 
man who has learned to conduct a meeting of his companions, will not 
be likely to object to taking part with others. This illustration will 
show what valuable assistance ministers may receive from these Asso 
ciations. 

In order to secure the best results, therefore, the kindest relations 
ought to exist between these Associations and the ministry. Unfortu- 
nately, in many places, nearly the opposite is the fact. This is due 
oftentimes to an uncalled-for jealousy of these organizations on the part 
of ministers, and perhaps oftener to an attempt by these Associations to 
ignore or override pastors. This state of things is always injurious. 
Such antagonism cannot but weaken the influence of the ministry, and 
is almost always fatal to the Associations taking part in it. Both would 
be incalculably advantaged by cordial cooperation and mutual confidence. 
Theu- work is one — the salvation of the lost, and the sanctification of 
the saved. Let there be no bickering between the reapers harvesting 
the same field, lest, while they strive with each other, the grain perish. 
Rather let them drink from the same fountain, and eat of the same 
bread, and both shall be the stronger. 



ASSOCIATION PRAYER-MEETINGS. 



0 part of our work, perhaps, is more important than the Prayer- 



_L > Meeting. Our mission finds here, as it were, its culmination. The 
devotional meeting is not designed for entertainment, or mere mental cul- 
ture ; it has no secondary aims, and is subsidiary to no other objects. 
We meet to present truth directly to the impenitent, as well as for social 
Christian intercourse. The conversion of souls — the ultimate end of all 
our exertion — is the great object of these gatherings. In view of the im- 
portant relation which the prayer-meeting sustains to the work, every 
proper method should be adopted for its conduct and maintenance. We 
may be allowed a few suggestions bearing on this subject. 

I. Our prayer-meetings should possess a free and social character. 
We should meet as brothers in Christ. Sympathy and love should ani- 
mate all our exercises. A social, brotherly feeling will do much to break 
down the barriers of diffidence and restraint, and draw out the heart. 
Fear and a want of cordiality among those who are followers of the 
same Lord, are great obstacles in the way of sociality and freedom in our 
praying circles. A general participation in the devotional and other ex- 
ercises should ever be warmly encouraged. Our prayer-meetings are too 
often cold and formal ; the prayers are staid, and the addresses general ; 
there is no outflowmg of the soul, and no kindling of hearts ; we meet 
more like aliens than brothers of the same household. It should be our 
aim to cultivate a home-like feeling in these meetings, where the de- 
spondent will be elevated, the afflicted comforted, the stranger welcomed, 
and the impenitent interested and awakened. We shall thus help to 
make our meetings self-sustaining and self-improving. 

II. There should be system in them. Freedom will not preclude 
system. In fact, we can only have liberty where there is system. "Let 
all things be done decently and in order" is enjoined here as in other 
matters. We would not have the meeting controlled by rigid rules 
throughout, so that there will be a constant and felt restraint, dampening 
the ardor of the exercises, but by such cautions and niles as shall pre- 
vent abuses. Let there be punctuality in commencing, and, generally, in 
closing. Let a person be selected as leader whose heart is in the work ; 
let him be brief in the part he shall take in opening; let him urge 
promptness and brevity upon those who shall participate. On the other 
hand, each brother who takes part should feel that others may be as ear- 
nest to speak for their Master as he, and should therefore limit himself 
in his exhortations and prayers. 
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III. There should be promptness. Long pauses between the differ- 
ent parts detract very much from the interest of a meeting, and mar its 
effect. Time is precious, and the souls of men, whose eternal interests 
are hinging, it may be, on the present moment, should be made to feel 
that we are in earnest. It will probably be asked, " Shall we take part 
in a meeting if we do not feel like it ? Had we not better remain silent 
than to speak in a cold and even unsatisfactory manner ? " If the case 
requires it, we should gird ourselves for duty. We do not omit our pri- 
vate or family devotions because we are not in the right frame of mind, 
or because our emotional nature is not sufficiently excited ; neither 
should wo cease to warn sinners because we are not in the spirit of it. 
" In the morning sow thy seed, and in the evening withhold not thy 
hand." Let each brother feel that the honor of Christ must be main- 
tained, and that he is personally responsible for its maintenance. There 
will then be no lagging. 

IV. What shall be the character of the exercises? They should, 
as a rule, be brief, and characterized by earnestness. 

(1.) Let the passage of Scripture read be from twenty to twenty-five 
verses. 

(2.) The singing is of great importance, and should be engaged in 
as an essential part of the worship. " Music," says an eminent divine, 
"is the language of joy." . . . "Other things seek after God, if, 
happily, they may find Him ; but music professes to have found Him, and 
stands ever ready to sing His praise." Much of the life of a meeting is 
imparted by this exercise, when judiciously managed. If possible, have 
some one who can be relied upon to lead it. Sing frequently and briefly. 
The custom, which is now so prevalent, of singing at short intei-vals, is 
one which conduces largely to keep up the spirit of a meeting. 

(3.) The prayers should be brief and earnest. "We are not beard 
for om- much speaking," neither should we monopolize the time which 
rightfully belongs to others. Let us, in our prayers, remember particu- 
larly the work before us — the conversion of young men. Pray for a 
more extended influence over the young men within our limits, implor- 
ing earnestly their conversion. In doing this, we shall the more likely 
exert ourselves personally for their salvation. 

(4.) Exhortations are too frequently general ; they wander over a 
large field, present a great many objects to the mind, but leave no defi- 
nite, well-defined impression. Select some one thought, as, the " love of 
Christ to His followers," or, " God's displeasure at sin," and press that 
home ; let all illustration cluster around the one thought. Sotaething 
definite will thus be fixed. There are times when the whole course of 
remark and prayer seems to tend spontaneously in one direction. When 
a meeting has taken this course, the effect should not be marred by intro- 
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ducLng an incongruous subject. It is like a discordant note. If our 
hearts are attuned arigLt, we shall easily avoid this. 

V. "We should seek, above all, the influence of the Holy Spirit We 
may have all the requisites named, but shall signally fail, unless we seek 
the Spirit's guidance. Intellect is not what is required to make a profitr 
able prayer-meeting ; music will not make it so, nor prayer even. We 
do not meet to hear displays of eloquence, or to be entertained by mu- 
sic, but to feast the soul, and invite sinners to join our ranks, and flee 
from the wrath to come. No human agency can effect the results we 
aim at — the Holy Spirit only can do it. His agency is indispensable in 
the work. He only can give power to our utterances, trac melody to 
our praise, and spirit to our devotions. We too often, seemingly, ignore 
this truth, making every other exertion to give this interest. Let us 
carry these prayer-meetings, from which we expect so much, and on 
which rests, as it were, the vital part of our work, to our closets, and 
there seek a fitness for their social duties, that we may have no occasion 
to hesitate when an opportunity offers for us to speak or pray. If we 
go prepared, carrying the Comforter with us, our communion will be 
sweet and heavenly, and our impenitent associates will be affected thereby. 
We should not only bear the meeting to a Throne of Mercy before its 
commencement, but after its close. It is this continual and importunate 
seeking, which enriches our souls and brings down blessings. 

If our hearts, as young men, are really and earnestly in the work of 
our beloved Associations, then they must centre round the prayer-meet- 
ing. Do we desire to see them filled, during this coming season, with 
earnest, yearning hearts, inquiring, "AVhat shall I do to be saved?" If 
80, let eveiy exertion be made for their proper support, in full faith that 
He who has bidden us to the feast, will Himself be present. 



A Lost Lifetime. — A young man was converted during an illness 
which proved fatal, though this was not apprehended when he gave his 
heart to Christ. When his physician announced an unfavorable change 
in his condition, he expressed entire resignation, and requested his 
friends to sing a hymn expressive of that feeling. 

An hour or two after, in the silence of the room, he was heard to 
say, " Lost ! lost ! lost ! " This surprised the mother, and caused the 
immediate inquiry, " My son, is your faith in Christ feeble ? " 

" No, mother ; but oh, my lost lifetime ! I'm twenty-four, and, until 
a few weeks since, nothing has been done for Christ, and every thing foi 
myself and my pleasures. Oh, that I could live, to show my sincerity 
and to redeem my lost, lost, lost life ! " 



SIR WALTER SCOTT; HIS WORKS AND HIS WAGES. 

-T-r-T^HETHER as regards its varied character, its unprecedented 
VV popularity, its extent and aggregate as the work of a single 
writer, or its pecuniary profitableness, the " Waverley" and other litera- 
ture of Walter Scott has made that author's name the synonymeof a 
success T,vittiout parallel in literary history. With much of the minutim 
of the Great Magician's life eveiy one is more or less acquainted ; and to 
most persons the general idea of his unexampled good fortune, in secur- 
ing large remuneration for every product of his versatile pen, is matter 
of familiarity. The financial details may properly find a place here, as 
illustrating in a most remarkable manner what genius, joined with an 
indomitable will, may accomplish under such adverse circumstances as 
were those that clouded Scott's later life. And the successful energy of 
a comparatively old man may not inaptly be adduced as an incentive to 
exertion, at a time when our young men are none too fond of hard work, 
even when it brings a compensating return. 

In his introduction to "The Lay of the Last Minstrel" (1830 edi- 
tion), Scott says: "My profession and I came to stand nearly upon the 
footing which honest Slender consoled himself on having established 
with Mistress Anne Page, ' There was no great love between us at the 
beginning, and it pleased Heaven to decrease it on farther acquaintance.' " 
In a letter to Lord Byron, dated July 3, 1812, our author makes a per- 
sonal allusion which has a bearing in this connection. Says Scott : 
" As for my attachment to literature, I sacrificed for the pleasure of 
pm-suing it very fair chances of opulence and professional honors, at a 
time of life when I fully knew their value, and am not ashamed to say 
that in deriving advantages in compensation, from the partial favor of 
the public, I have added some comforts and elegances to a bare inde- 
pendence." Three years before, Byron, in his famous satire, " English 
Bards and Scotch Reviewers," had referred to Scott in certain well- 
known lines, more vigorous than complimentary, concluding with the 
couplet : 

"For this we spurn Apollo's venal son, 
And bid a long good-night to Marmion." 

This assault extorted from its subject, in a letter to Southey, the 
following notice : " It is funny to see a whelp of a young Lord Byron 
abusing me, of whose circumstances he knows nothing, for endeavoring 
to scratch out a living with my pen. God help the bear, if, having little 
else to eat, he must not even suck his own paws ! \ can assure the 
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noHe imp of fame, it ia not my fault that I was not born to a park and 
£5,000 a year, as it is not his lordship's merit, although it may be his 
great good fortune, that he was not bom to live by his Uterary talents 
or success." Let us trace the steps by which this writer, whom Byron 
himself, in 1813, places at the topmost point of his pyramidal " Gradus 
ad Parnassum," attained his elevation. 

" The Minstrelsy of the Scottish Border," published in 1803, and of 
which the first edition was exhausted in six months, brought its author 
£100 for the first, and £500 for the second edition. Up to 1836, more 
than twenty thousand copies of this work, in three volumes, had been 
sold in Great Britain alone. In January, 1805, "The Lay of the Last 
Minstrel" was published by Longman of London, and Constable of 
Edinburgh. Its success was decisive, and in the history of British 
poetry, nothing previously published had equalled the demand for this 
poem. Between the date of its publication and 1830, about forty-four 
thousand copies of " The Lay " were sold in Britain, and Scott's receipts 
for the copyright amounted to £769 6s. As in the case of the former 
work, the author's pecuniary interest and profit in " The Lay of the Last 
Minstrel" ceased with the second edition. Early in 1806, Scott was 
busied with several papers for the Edinburgh Review. In September of 
that year, the Longmans issued a collection of " Lyrical Pieces," for 
which they paid the author £100. This year is also memorable as 
connected with the conception of " Marmion," which poem, begun 
in November, 1806, was sold to Constable for a thousand guineas, and 
published on the 23d of February, 1808. This munificent sum was 
ofiered by the enterprising publisher soon after the poem was begun, and 
without his having seen a line of the projected performance. Its popu- 
larity may be inferred from Lockhart's statement that fifty thousand 
copies were sold to May, 1836. 

Scott's next literary task was his edition, with notes and a life, of 
" The Works of John Dryden."" This was gotten up by William Miller 
London, who paid its editor a fee of forty guineas a volume. As the 
work was extended to eighteen volumes, Scott's receipts must have 
been £756. The year 1808 included in its list of incipient under- 
takings, " Scott's Life and Edition of Swift," for which he received from 
Constable £1,500, about twice as much as the Dryden had brought him. 
This edition of Swift was not published, however, until July, 1814. 
Meanwhile, other works were begun and completed. " The Lady of the 
Lake" came out in May, 1810. For this popular poem Scott received 
upward of £2,000. This liberal remuneration was justified by the 
large circulation (for those days) of twenty thousand copies in a few 
months, besides numerous editions subsequently issued, amounting to a 
total of fifty thousand copies to July, 1836. These figures apply, of 
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course, to Great Britain alone. In 1812, Scott began to receive his 
salary as clerk of session, which, with the emoluments of his office as 
sheriff, secured to him till very near the close of his life an independent 
income of £1,200 a year. "Rokeby" was our author's next wort. 
Whatever may have been Scott's compensation for this poera, we may 
form some idea of its commercial value from the fact that Constable, in 
the year succeeding the publication of Roteby, paid the Ballantynes 
£700 for a fourth of the remaining copyright. 

The year 1813 found Sir Walter in the enjoyment of an income of 
£2,100, independently of all gains from his literary labor, and he felt 
justified in declining the offered laureateship, whose emolument, he im- 
agined, erroneously however, would increase his annual income by some 
£300. Not many literary men of our day would be likely to decline 
an ofiScc to the honors of which were superadded §1,200 or $1,500 a 
year. 

We are now brought to the period of Scott's dihut as a novelist. 
For the manuscript and copyright of ' ' Waverley " (1814) Constable offered 
£700, but the proposition was declined by Scott, on the ground that, if 
the book were successfal, the price would be too low, and, if the work 
failed, the sum would be much too high. Scott, nevertheless, hinted 
his disposition to sell at £1,000, but Constable made no such offer. The 
novel was finally published on the footing of an equal division of profits 
between author and publisher. The gain to each party, from the first 
year's sales, reached the handsome sum of £1,052. Up to 1829, the 
circulation of " Waverley " could not have been less than sixty thousand 
copies. 

"The Lord of the Isles" brought its author an offer from Constable 
of £1,500 for half of the cop}Tight, lca\'ing Scott the other half. "Guy 
Mannering," the work of only six weeks, was bought by Longman for 
£1,500, and issued from the press one month after "The Lord of the 
Isles." Its cii'culation, within the limits mentioned above, respecting 
"Waverley," reached fifty tliousand copies in Great Britain. "Rob 
Roy " was bought by Constable for £l,700 and the allowance of a third 
share in his profits to Ballantyne. By this last stipulation, Scott put 
£1,200 in the purse of bis friend before two years had elapsed. 

Lockhart estimates the profits on his novels to have netted Scott not 
less than £10,000 annually for several years previous to 1818 ; and yet 
we find our author delighted at making a sale of all his existing copy- 
rights to Constable for £12,000, on a credit running through several 
years. 

We now reach the date of publication of "Ivanhoe," "The Monas- 
tery," "The Abbot," and "Kenilworth." These four novels were the 
result of only twelve months' labor, and, after clearing by them at least 
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£10,000, Scott sold the remaining copyright to Constable for five thou- 
sand guineas. A similar arrangement, insuring to the author about equal 
sums, placed in Constable's hands the entire property m " The Pirate " 
" Fortunes of Nigel," "Peveril of the Peak," and "Quentin Durward.'" 
Five thousand guineas was the purchase price of Scott's remnant of copy- 
right in these four works. " Halidon Hill " was bought by Constable, 
without a sight of the manuscript, for £1,000. 

We next approach that point in Scott's career as a writer which so 
remarkably illustrates his indomitable will and energy of character. The 
disastrous failure of the publishing house in whose schemes he was inex- 
tricably entangled, so far from benumbing his faculties and aspirations, 
only served to infuse new vigor into his mkid and to supply new and 
inspiring incentives to more active exertion than he had ever before put 
forth. Under such circumstances, it is gratifying to recognize the hio-h 
appreciation with which his Uterary labors were met by both publishers 
and public. Prices previously paid for the productions of his pen seem 
sufiiciently extravagant, but from this time the sums were largely in- 
creased. 

"Woodstock" was the first mstalmentby its author toward the liqui- 
dation of his liabilities. This novel was the result of three months' work, 
and produced for the hungry creditors the handsome sum of £8,000. 
The " Life of Napoleon " was published in June, 1837. It had occupied 
Scott's thoughts during the previous two years, but the period of actual 
labor bestowed upon it was limited, by Lockhart's account, to twelve 
months. Its contents were equal to thirteen or fourteen volumes of the 
novels ; but, being more closely compressed and economically arranged 
as to space, the work was issued in nine volumes. The first and second 
editions of " Napoleon " produced for the creditors the immensely large 
sum of £18,000. In this way and in less than two years, by his hteraiy 
labor, Scott had reduced the debt pressing upon him, by a sum not less 
than £28,000. With such mental resources at his command the utter 
and speedy extinction of his debts was merely a question of physical 
endurance. 

In illustration of the undepreciated value of the Waverley copy- 
rights, it may be stated here that when the trustee, in whose charge the 
affairs of both Constable and Ballantyne had been placed, concluded to 
make sale of some of the copyrights, £8,500 was the sum paid by Cadell 
for the novels, from " Waverley " to " Quentin Durward," and a portion 
of the poetical works. One-half of this property was secured to the 
author by prearrangement with the pm'chaser. The funds realized by 
this sale, and from Scott's other labors up to this time, enabled the trus- 
tees to pay a dividend of six shillings in the pound upon the whole 
debt. Lockhart places the amount earned by Scott, for the creditors, 
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between January, 1826, and January, 1828, at « very nearly /orfy thou-^ 
sand pounds!" Well might tlie creditors pass a unanimous vote of 
thants for the energy and industry which had wrought such wonders in 
their behalf. 

In 1828, Mr. Heath, of "Keepsake" celebrity, made proposals to 
Scott to become editor of this once favorite and fashionable annual 
He oflFered our author £800 a year if he would edit the wort, and £400 
for a contribution of from seventy to one hundred pages. Scott, in his 
diary, refers to this proposal in the following terms: "To become the 
stipendiary editor of a New Year's Gift Book is not to be thought of, nor 
could I agree to work regularly, for any quantity of supply, at such a 
publication. Even the pecuniary view is not flattering, though Mr. Heath 
meant it should be so. One hundred of his closely printed pages, for 
which he offers £400, are nearly equal to one volume of a novel. Each 
novel, of three volumes, brings £4,000, and I remain proprietor of the 
mine after the first ore is scooped out." Scott, however, sold Mr. Heath, 
for £S00, the privilege of printing a juvenile drama and three little 
tales — a bargain which he always regretted and never allowed himself to 
repeat. About the same time he received from Saunders and Ottley, 
booksellers, an offer of £1,200 to £2,000 per annum to conduct a jour- 
nal ; but the proposition was not entertained for a moment. 

Having finished " Anne of Gierstein " one morning before break- 
fast, Scott, immediately after breakfast, commenced his compend of 
" Scottish History " for " Lardner's Cyclopaedia." He feared at first 
this would prove a heavy task, but he grew so delighted with his subject 
that he extended the work to two volumes, for which he received £1,500. 
Tlie original contract was for a single volume at £700. His interest in 
the therae was therefore profitable to him. There were many other liter- 
ary schemes, conceived and executed by this versatile author, the remu- 
neration received for which, if it could be stated, would, in its aggregate, 
present an astonishing array of figures. The later labors of Scott's life, 
aiming at the liquidation of the Ballantync debt, resulted in the reduc- 
tion of the creditors' claims from the sum of £1 1 7,000 to £54,000. The 
policy on Ms life reduced this amount still further by some £22,000, 
leaving £30,000 still to be paid after his death. This sum was advanced 
by Mr. Cadell, and a final settlement eflected on the 2d of February, 
1833. 

The facts and figures thus scattered along the reader's path cannot fail 
to enforce the conviction that we have, in the literary biographj' of Walter 
Scott, one of the most brilliant examples of merit receiving its full meed 

of appreciation and compensation. The figures here given and they 

represent but a portion of Scott's receipts — demonstrate that our author 
received for his works, written before Ballantyne failed, not less than 
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£80,000 ($400,000), and that his subsequent efforts, in liftmg the dead 
horse of that lirm's debts, produced £54,000 {$2'70,000) ; so that in the 
aggregate, his brain-work resulted in cash receipts of not far from 
$700,000 during his lifetime ! 

We have indulged in few personal details respecting Scott, prefer- 
ring to discuss the simple question of the profits, rather than the pleas- 
ures of authorship in his case. As all the world knows, Scott had his 
full share of those favors which follow in the wake of Fame. His social 
surroundings were of the most agreeable sort, and in the zenith of his 
career no wish, however extravagant, needed to be long left ungratified. 
It may, therefore, be confidently asserted that in all literary history no 
more remarkable example of well-compensated authorship can be found 
than is furnished in the life of " The Wizard of the North " — whether 
regard be had to the fame, the fortune, or the friendships which made up 
the history of Sir Walter Scott. 



Communion with Christ. — One hour with Christ is worth an eter- 
nity of all earth's joys ; and communion with Him is the best, the surest, 
and the most ecstatic foretaste of the bUss of heaven. — C. H. Spur- 

GEON. 



" Bear ye one another's burdens, and so fulfil the law of Christ." — 
Galatians, vi. 2. 



A PRATER. 

(Selected.) 

Veil, Lord, mine eyes till she be past, 

When Folly tempts my sight ; 
Keep Thou my palate and my taste 

From gluttonous delight. 
Stop Thou mine ear from sirens' songs. 

My tongue from lies restrain ; 
Withhold my hands from doing wrongs, 

My feet from courses vain : 
Teach, likewise, every other sense 

To act an honest part, 
But chiefly settle innocence 

And pureness in my heart : 
So naught without me or within 

Shall work an ill effect. 
By tempting me to act a sin, 

Or virtues to neglect. 
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t President 

The Associations organized since the above date, aa well as those which failed 
to report to the Albany Convention, are requested to forward their statistics to the 
Executive Committee in time for pubhcation in the February number. 



ASSOCIATION MATTERS, FOREIGN AND DOMESTIC— CORRESPONDENCE, 
EDITORIALS, Etc. 



Northwestern Contention. — This was 
originated by the Milwaukee Associa- 
tion, under the leadership of Rev. E. W. 
Rice (corresponding member of the Exec- 
utive Committee for Wisconsin), and the 
corresponding members of the Executive 
Committee for all the States of the North- 
west. A correspondent of the Racine 
Advocate thus describes the Convention : 

" It has been a large and very impor- 
tant gathering. Deep interest has char- 
acterized all its proceedings. The meet- 
ing of welcome was held on Thursday 
evening, September 26th, at the First 
Presbyterian Church, and its sessions were 
continued day and evening, Friday and 
Saturday, and closed with a great chil- 
dren's meeting at Plymouth Church, Sun- 
day afternoon, and general exercises the 
same evening in Music Hall, which was 
crowded with an interesting audience of 
citizens and others. Nearly 150 delegates 
were present from eight different States, 
including many of the live Christian men 
of the Northwest. 

W. W. Wheaton, Esq., of Detroit, pre- 
sided with ability and dignity, and among 
those who took an active part in the delib- 
erations were Rev. T. E. Davis, of Racine ; 
D. L. Moody, Esq., President of the Y. M. 
0. A. of Chicago ; Wm. Reynolds, Esq., of 
Peoria ; Rev. Dr. Hogarth, of Detroit ; 
Rev. B. W. Chidlaw, of Cincmnati, the 
veteran S. S. worker ; Rev. Mr. Whiting, 
of Dubuque ; Rev. Messrs. Bradley and 
Mattice, of St. Louis ; and Messrs. Little 
and Hay from Indiana. Time and space 
forbid a general notice of the very inter- 
esting discussions, and we can barely men- 



tion the topics presented, and from which 
may be easily inferred what are the vital 
points of these Associations : 

" What is the true aim and proper field 
of labor for the Young Men's Christian 
Association ? " 

" Duty of employers to employes." 

" The importance of confining our work 
to young men." 

" The bearing of current Uterature on 
young men." 

" How to make the prayer-meetmg in- 
teresting to young men." 

" The relation of the Y. M. C. A. to the 
Church of Christ." 

" How shall we best develop the talent, 
piety, and efficiency of Young Men's 
Christian Associations ? " 

An answer to the first question above 
was presented in the able and interesting 
report of Mr. K. A. Buruell, missionary of 
the Milwaukee Association. Such an as- 
sociation, he said, is formed by the Chris- 
tian young men of a city, of every name 
and denomination, banded together to 
labor for the mental, moral, and spiritual 
elevation of aU other young men. 

To make prayer-meetings attractive, 
they should be held in the best rooms, well 
lighted and ventilated ; the exercises should 
be varied ; many should take part, and 
young men, as soon as converted, be en- 
couraged to speak. 

In regard to amusements, it was held 
that a Christian Association could not en- 
courage such as were debatable, as card- 
playing, dancing, and theatre-going ; but 
g3nnnastics were highly approved. 

The debates were on the whole profit- 
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able, and we believe a new interest has 
been infused into the delegates who were 
present." 

Halifax, N. S— The Twelfth Annual 
Report of this Association states, that it 
is in a more prosperous condition than it 
has been during the previous eleven years. 
Material alterations and additions have 
been made to the rooms, and two hundred 
volumes added to the library. The attend- 
ance on the Saturday evening Bible class 
has much improved. President, John S. 
McLean ; Vice-Presidents, Peter Lynch, 
W. S. Sterling, A. K. Dorrell, Dr. Hattie, 
Jamea Farquhar, Z. A. Brown ; Secre- 
tary, Henry Theakston ; Treasurer, S. 
H. Black. 

Canada East. — Montreal. — Thia Asso- 
ciation is in a most prosperous condition. 
The weekly meetings are well attended ; 
the Literary Class well managed and use- 
fid ; and the Sabbath afternoon Bible-class, 
taught by Dr. Dawson, President of the 
McGill College, in a thriving condition; 
attendance averaging one hundred and 
upward. 

Brother Claxton, corresponding member, 
has, during the past summer, visited 
many of the Associations in his field, and 
reports them generally in a prosperous 
condition. In furtherance of the recom- 
mendation of the last Convention, setting 
apart a day of prayer, he has issued a 
circular, calling tlie attention of the Asso- 
ciations to it, and urging its observance. 
These he has scattered all over Canada 
East and elsewhere. 

Toronto, C. W. — The Corresponding 
Secretary writes : " We have much to 
thank God for in connection with our 
Association this year. We have made 
very great progress — climbing up out of 
a basement — got into good, pleasant 
central rooms, at No. 151 Touger Street, 
where we are always glad to see our 
friends and strangers. We have started 
a Reading-Room, with a good supply of 
reading matter, and have received some 
handsome additions to our library. Again, 
our membership is growing ; we are gath- 
ering in young men ; almost every week 



some new names are added to our roll, 
and our rooms are becoming a meeting 
place for young men and others, to spend 
the leisure hourB of evening." 

Massachtjsetts. — Mr. A. S. Wood- 
worth, corresponding member, reports 
three new Associations in that State, viz., 
New Bedford, Maiden, and Chelsea, but 
no particulars are given. 

Westjield. — Reports indicate a greatly 
increased interest in the Association in 
this town among all classes. Present 
membership about one hundred and 
twenty-five. 

Vermoot. — Burlinffion. — On the 15th 
ult., this Society formally dedicated their 
new rooms. The services were of a most 
interesting character, and were largely 
attended by the citizens of the place. 
Several interesting addresses were deliv- 
ered, that of Professor Buckam, of the 
Vermont University, being fully reported. 
This Society has grown from fourteen 
members, in May last, when it was or- 
ganized, to seventy, its present member- 
ship. The people of Vermont do not seem 
fully to realize the importance of these 
organizations, as we are pained to learn, 
from the reports of Mr. J. H. Worcester, 
Jr., corresponding member, who has been 
at work most industriously in the 
cause. 

R. I. — Bristol. — The third annual report 
of this Association, just received, gives a 
flattering account of the work performed 
for the year past, and of the general con- 
dition of the Society. There are no debts 
outstanding, and a balance remains in 
the treasury. Expenses for the year, 
§1,038.87. The library embraces 1,544 
volumes. The librarian has delivered, 
during ten months of the year, 7,621 vol- 
umes, or, an average of nearly 200 per 
week. A suit of new, more commodious, 
and neatly-furnished rooms, will soon be 
occupied by the Association. Already 
considerable progress has been made in 
the accumulation of a " building fund." 
The ladies of Bristol have rendered most 
material service in aid of it. Large ad- 
ditions have not been made to the roll ol 
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members, which fact seems to be the only 
one In the history of the year not satis- 
factory to the Board of Managers. 

New York State Convention. — The 
first Convention of this State was held at 
the city of Oswego on Wednesday and 
Thursday, 24th and 2r)th of October, in 
the Presbyterian church. Rev. Dr. Gon- 
dii's. The Convention was called to order 
by Mr. R. R. McBumey, corresponding 
member of the Executive Committee for 
the State, at 10 A. M. The first hour was 
devoted to prayer and singing, and made 
a deep impression on all present. At the 
close of the devotional excercises, Mr. 
MoBurney, representing the Executive 
Committee, delivered a short address on 
the object, means used, and necessity for 
Buch Associations. 

The usual committees were appointed : 
that on peimanent organization reported 
the following as officers for the Conven- 
tion : President, John H. Osborne, Auburn ; 
Vice-Presidents, Robert R. McBurney, 
New York, C. P. Meads, Oswego, William 
Shaw, Troy, and S. J. Durbridge, Elmira ; 
Secretaries, Franklin Lyon, Albany, and 
Daniel King, Black Brook. The report 
was unanimously adopted. 

The discussions were practical, piompt, 
earnest, and to the point. Much valuable 
information was elicited, which must have 
been very gratifying to those who attend- 
ed from towns in which Christian Associ- 
ations have not been established. About 
fifty delegates were present. 

Albany. — We are 'informed that the 
morning prayer-meeting of the late Con- 
vention has been continued by the 
brethren of this Association, with a mark- 
ed degree of interest ; that it is believed 
to have been the means of some conver- 
sions; and that several other meetings 
have grown out of it. 

Auburn. — This Association is now in 
a thriving condition, and has recently ob- 
tained new and more pleasant rooms in a 
better location ; and the citizens are ta- 
king a decided interest in its work. A 
successful mission-school is conducted by 
this Association. Membership about one 



himdred and fifty. President, John H. 
Osborne ; Vice-Presidents, Erastus G. 
Knight, Stephen G. Hopping, Thomas C. 
Moss, John Y. Bettys, Jr; Secretary, 
George W. Leonard ; Treamrer, Jamea 
W. Steal. 

Canandaigua. — ^An Association was 
organized in this place on the 16th of 
June last, but no report of its condition 
has as yet been furnished. 

Brooklyn. — This Association is in a 
most thriving condition, and the acces- 
sions to its members are counted by hun- 
dreds at each business meeting. The 
Brooklyn brethren have been so much 
engaged with their growing work, that 
they have forgotten to furnish to the 
Committee any report of their successes 
for the benefit of their friends, the readers 
of the Quarterly. 

Newtown. — This Association, though 
but little more than a year old, has al- 
ready accomplished much, and promises 
still greater usefulness. Arrangements 
are nearly completed for the purchase of 
a building in the centre of the village for 
the purposes of the Association. The 
sympathy of the people seems to be with 
the young men in their work, as has been 
clearly manifested in the attendance upon 
their course of lectures, and especially 
in the recent social festival held there. 
Lecturers have been engaged for a course 
of lectures this coming winter, which 
promise greater success even than those 
of last year. 

Poughkeepsie. — A member writes : 
"Our Association is progressing finely,' 
and additions are made to it nearly every 
week. For a year past we have held 
prayer-meetings of great interest, and 
still continue them semi-weekly. During 
the past month they have increased con- 
siderably in numbers and feeling, and 
we hope and trust that we are to receive 
another outpouring of grace and love dur- 
ing the coming winter." 

Phelps. — An Association was organized^ 
here 10th of July, 1866. No detailed re-' 
port has as yet, however, been made to 
the Committee. 
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Saratoga Springs. — No particulars of 
interest have been furnislied from this 
ABaociation, which was organized in Au- 
gust last. 

Troj/. — The President writes: "We 
have a weekly prayer-meeting well at- 
tended, out^door preaching every Sabbath 
— a success — a missionary and two as- 
sistants in the employ of the Association, 
working for the temporal and spiritual 
good of the poor ; good rooms, furnished 
with music, books, and papers, and the 
games of chess, checkers, and dominoes ; 
rooms largely attended, especially in the 
evening ; finances in good condition ; ofiB- 
cers of Association active and eflBcient, 
and heartily supported by the pastors and 
churches of our city. Thus going on 
from strength to strength, we hope to 
take captive the young men of Troy, and 
press them into the Master's service." 

Walton. — This Association was organ- 
ized 5th June last, and has some forty 
members. It grew out of a Sabbath after- 
noon prayer-meeting, which is still sus- 
tained by the Association. The Mission 
Schools, conducted by the young men, 
have an average attendance In all of one 
hundred and forty scholars. Praidetit, 
H. E. St. John; Vice-President, Edwin 
K. Kogers; Recording Secrdary, Charles 
W. Mallory ; Corresponding Secretary, 
H. E. Ogdam ; Treasure); G. W. Fitch. 

New York City. — The Fourteenth An- 
nual Report of this Association has just 
been issued. It is very complete, con- 
taining the reports of all Committees of 
the Board, and of the Association, and 
thus gives the reader an exact idea of the 
mode in which its operations are con- 
ducted. This Association has enjoyed a 
year of very great prosperity ; expenses 
for the year something over S;9,000, and 
no debts outstanding. The Employment 
Committee report about four hundred sit- 
uations obtained for young men ; that on 
Devotional Meetings reports ten diiferent 
places in and about the city where prayer- 
meetings have been sustained by the 
members. The Church Committee is the 
largest, having some one hundred and 



forty members, the design being to have 
two representatives in eaoh church. This 
Association has a thriving Branch in a 
distant quarter of the city, a German 
Branch, and also a Branch composed en- 
tirely of medical students. Annexed to 
the report is the Annual Sermon preached 
before the Association by that friend of 
young men, Eev. Stephen H. Tyng, Jr. 
The President, Mr. William E. Dodge, Jr., 
reports most gratifying success in the 
effort to raise by subscription the sum 
of $250,000 for the erection of a suitable 
building for the wants of the Associa- 
tion. 

Netv Jersey. — No detailed information 
has been received from the old Associations 
in this State, several of which are, how- 
ever, known to be in a thriving condition. 

Saelensacl-.—A new Association has 
been organized at this place since the 
adjournment of the Albany Convention. 

Trenton. — The Corresponding Secre- 
tary writes : " Our Association, thank God, 
seems to be imbued with new life, and is 
again moving ' forward in the right direc- 
tion." 

Newark. — A friend writes : " The New- 
ark Association is increasing quite rapid- 
ly, and we are gaining friends daily." 

Pennsylvakia. — Efforts arc being made 
by Brother Wanamaker to hold a State 
Convention on the 1 5th of this month at 
Philadelphia. 

Philadelphia. — The anniversary of this 
prosperous Association will occur on the 
15th instant. The services will be held 
in the Academy of Music, and a season 
of unusual interest is expected. We are 
informed that this Association has already 
outgrown the commodious rooms which 
were fitted up most comfortably but 
Uttle more than a year since. 

Maryland. — A Convention for thia 
State, and for the District of Columbia, 
will meet at Baltimore on the 21st mst. 
(Wednesday), and continue in session un- 
til Friday. Delegates are mvited from 
towns and cities where Associations do 
not now exist. The circular calling the 
Convention contains several topics, prac- 
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tical in their character, which will then 
be discuaaed. 

Washington, D. C. — A strenuous efifort 
is now being made by this Association to 
raise money for the erection of a suitable 
building, with the best prospects of suc- 
cess. A part of the money has been 
already subscribed, and the Christian 
men residing in that city, or temporarily 
there, seem determined that the effort 
shall not fail. Contributions should not 
be confined to the city of Washington, 
but true men from all parts of the 
country should bear a part in it. The 
city is made up largely of young men 
from all parts of the country, and their 
friends should follow them to the capital 
with Christian influences. The effort 
should not be allowed to fail. In respect 
of its ordinary work the Association is in 
a most thriving condition. 

Ohio. — Cmdimati. — This Association 
was reorganized July 18, 1865, and the 
following officers eltcted : President, 
W. J. Breest; Vice-President, Rer. J. S. 
Fisk ; Corresponding Secretary, H. P. 
Clough; Recording Secretary, H. H. 
Smith ; Treasurer, L. H. Swormstedt. 

The Association now embraces one 
hundred and seventy-one active members, 
who pay an annual fee of one dollar, and 
sixty-five sustaining members contribu- 
ting an annual fee of five dollars. The 
Society has received and disbursed during 
the past year about two thousand four 
hundred dollars. It is conducting two 
coffee-rooms, with marked success, and 
eligible rooms have just been secured for 
the occupancy of the Society, on the east 
side of Vine Street, between Fifth and 
Sixth, at a rent of twenty-five hundred 
doUars per annum. It is designed to 
furnish these rooms in an attractive 
style. The largest one is to be used for 
lectures, concerts, etc. This room is 
capable of seating about five hundred 
persons. The different committees of the 
Association have worked efficiently the 
past year, and it is hoped that even 
greater success will attend the efforts of 
the new year. 
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A large and enthusiastic meeting 
was held last evening in one of our 
churches, to listen to a sermon from the 
Rev. Wayland J Hoyt, upon " the Young 
Men of the city ; their dangers and 
needs, who should help them, and how." 
A large collection was taken, in response to 
the eloquent appeal of the youthful pastor. 

Toledo. — This Association has recently 
remodelled its constitution, and is now in 
the best working order. The present 
officers are ; D. A. Waterman, President ; 
Thomas Vanstone and Plympton Buck, 
Vice-Presidents ; Ralph Waggoner, Cor- 
responding Secretary; Charles H. Scott, 
Itecording Secretary; William H. Sim- 
mons, Treasurer, 

Indiana. — Fort Wayne Association, 
organized 22d June, 1866, has one hun- 
dred and fifty members. Prospects very 
flattering. President, H. J. Radisill ; 
Viee-PrcsidenLi, Rev. Geo. 0. Little and 
John S. Irvin ; Recording Secretary, Wm. 
Johnson, Jr. ; Corresponding Secretary, 
H. V. Sweningen ; Treasurer, Charles 
McCulloch. 

South Bend. — This Association was 
organized 1st July, 1866, and has twenty- 
eight members. ReUgious meetings are 
held on alternate Sabbaths, and business 
and social meetings on alternate Monday 
evenings. The members are much en- 
couraged in their work by the general 
interest in the cause, which is increasing 
greatly. President, Robert H. Johnston ; 
Vice-President, Elmer Crockett ; Record- 
ing Secretary, 0. H. Palmer ; Corresponds 
ing Secretary, Wm. T. Bartlett ; Treas- 
urer, S. A. Ireland. 

Mishaioaka. — This Association was 
organized 25th January, 1865, and is in 
a flourishing condition. It has a mem- 
bership of thirty, two weekly prayer- 
meetings, and a business and social meet- 
ing once each month. President, H. H. 
Judson ; Vice-Presidents, H. J. Thorndyke 
and Miss E. M. Tuttle ; Corresponding 
Secretary, J. S. Ball ; Recording Secretary, 
Miss Julia S. Reritt ; 7reas2irer, E. W. 
Houser. 

Indianapolis. — Mr. Dickson, corre- 
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sponding member, reports a greatly in- 
creased interest in this Association. 

hx Porte. — Tlie Association organized 
July last, and has about fifty members. 
The pastors of the Evangelical churches 
constitute an adrisory board. Presuient, 
R. H. Eose ; Vice-Presideni, J. B Dakin ; 
Pecoi-dlng Secretary, C. M. Stark ; Cor- 
reHpondtng Secretary, C. F. Kimball ; 
Treanurer, Jamea Allen. 

MiCDiQAN. — An?i Arbw. — Member- 
ship is confined to University students. 
About ninety members now. Have a fine 
and rapidly-increasing library. Prcsitlmt, 
J. N. Etwood ; Vice-Presideni, E. L. 
Walter ; Secretary, 3. P. Freeman ; 
Treasure)-, 3. J. Davis ; Librarian, C. 
E. Otis ; AssigtarU-I/ibrarian., Charles 
Bancroft. 

Grand Itapida. — Organized June 18, 
1866. President, M. S. Crosby; Vice- 
PredderUs, 3. T. Miller and E. Hoyt, Jr. ; 
Correspondiiig Secretary, J. Morgan 
Smith ; Recording Secretary, 3. B. 
Gouldsbury ; Treasurer, H. W. Slocumb. 
Has one hundred and fifty members, in- 
cluding thirty ladies. A fine reading- 
room, and lecture course provided for 
the season. Brother Farmer, corre- 
sponding member, is now distributing a 
circular in his State, designed to arouse 
young men, and induce them to organize 
Associations. He promises ten new ones 
before the meeting of the Montreal Con- 
vention. Sixteen delegates represented 
this State in the recent Northwestern 
Convention. 

MiasouKi. — St. Louis. — The Associa- 
tion in this city was reorganized in Feb- 
ruary last, and has since that time been 
lii;;hly prosperous. The numerous re- 
ligious and social meetings held under its 
auspices have been well attended. In se- 
curing good boarding-places for strangers, 
employment for those who are needy, and 
introducing persons to churches and Sab- 
bath-schools, the Association has been 
unusually successful. 

Wisconsin. — Milwaukee. — The second 
annual report of this Association was 
presented on the S'Tth of September, and 



is a most interesting paper. A highly suc- 
cessful and blessed work has been done 
in this city, where Christian effort bears 
but an inadequate proportion to the in- 
ducements to vice which there abound. 
The Association maintains a daily union 
prayer-meeting, cottage prayer-meetings, 
and Bible readings ; there are out-door 
preaching services ; also, service at the 
Jail, Poor-Houae, House of Correction, 
and Soldiers' Home ; distributes tracts 
and religious newspapers. The Christian 
people of Milwaukee are in hearty sym- 
pathy with the Society, and a movement 
is now on foot for the erection of a build- 
ing, with encouraging prospects of suc- 
cess. Present membership two hundred 
and thirty-seven. 

Whitewater. — Association organized 2d 
May, 1866. Meetings held once each 
week, and well attended. Reports twenty 
members, and the conversion of one or 
two yoimg men. President, Dr. A. G. 
Leeland ; Secretary, W. S. Branch ; Treas- 
urer, G. S. Marsh. 

Berlin. — Association organized April, 
1866 ; fifteen members. President, H. J. 
Cowles ; Jiecordin/f Secretary, T. C. Ryan ; 
Correspemding Secretary, C. A. Peck. 

Fond da Lac. — Rev. Chas. W. Camp, 
Pre.udenl. 

Oshkosh. — Rev. John P. Rowe, Secre- 
tary. 

West Virginia. — Much is being done 
in this State to awaken an interest in our 
Association work. Circulars have been 
addressed to uU clergymen by Mr. Oxtoby, 
corresponding member, and the results of 
his efforts are beginning to appear. 

Wheeling. — Mr. Oxtoby writes : " Our 
own AssoL'iation has seventy-five mem- 
bers enrolled, and is in a very prosperous 
condition. A meeting is held every Mon- 
day evening, either of a business or de- 
votional character. The interest in these 
meetings is very decided and unabated, 
and the proceedings are participated in by 
a large proportion of its members. It 
has now become one of the prominent in- 
stitutions of the city. Our yoimg men 
are beginning to feel that the Association 
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is peculiarly adapted to them, and to ap- 
preciate it accordingly. For the past few 
mont"hs new life appears to have been 
infused among the members, and at pres- 
ent every thing looks prosperous and en- 
couraging." 

Moimdville. — An Association was or- 
ganized in this place in the early part of 
this month. President, Rev. John Gil- 
more ; Secretary, Prof. N. K. Shattuck. 

Louisiana. — New Orleans. — Through 
the year past this Association, reorgan- 
ized since the breaking out of the rebel- 
lion, has becD much prospered. The of- 
ficers have in contemplation plans which, 
it is hoped, will strengthen the Society 
greatly. The field of labor is very large, 
as young men are now crowding to that 
city in large numbers. 

Texas. — Rev. David G. Grieve, corre- 
ispondiug member of the Executive Com- 
mittee, reports efforts being made for the 
organization of an Association in Browns- 
ville, mth the best prospects of success. 

The Quarterly Messenger of the Young 
Men's Christian Association, London, for 
October, contains brief reports respecting 
the eight Associations in the United King- 
dom, viz., London, Bristol, Dalgelly, Here- 
ford, Kendal, Bonnyrigg, Edinburgh, 
Leith, and Portsea Island, but our space 
does not allow even a general summary of 
these interesting reports. Each Associa- 
tion in America should have a copy of 
the Messenger, for the sake of the Asso- 
ciation intelligence it contains. 

In Smyrna an Association has been re- 
cently established, having eleven mem- 
bers, two of whom are Americans. The 
missionary, Mr. Van Lennep, is the Pres- 
ident. 

The thirteenth annual assembly of the 
Dutch Alliance of Young Men's Christian 
Association was held at Zeist on the 21st 
of May, at which twenty-one were repre- 
sented. Thirteen have been added during 
the year. The Alliance is composed of 
fifty-nine Associations, and about eighteen 
hundred members, while the whole num- 
ber in Holland reaches almost one hun- 
dred. 



In Germany there are about two hun- 
dred and thirty-sis Associations. 

Considerable space is given in the pres- 
ent number of the Messenger to the Al- 
bany Convention. The recommendation 
of the first Sunday in November for a day 
of prayer is especially noted and dwelt 
upon. A quotation is made from the 
preface to the report of that Convention, 
showing the spirit which animated the 
delegates. An extended extract is given 
from Dr. Morse's essay on the topic, 
" What means shall be employed by the 
Associations for improving the social con- 
dition of Young Men ? " The address of 
Hon. Mr. Braiuerd, on opening the Conven- 
tion, is printed in full. A most interesting 
article, entitled " Recollections of an Old 
Secretary," completes the number. It is 
almost entii'ely confined to the Bible-class 
of the branch with which the writer was 
connected. We are glad to notice that 
this paper is but the first of a series. 

The distribution of short, pointed, ear- 
nest, practical tracts printed in styles cal- 
culated to arrest attention, addressed to 
young men, should be vigorously entered 
upon by our Societies. They should bear 
the imprint of the Association, and an 
invitation to the rooms. Let a com- 
mittee be appointed by every Association 
to faithfully prosecute this work, especial- 
ly in vicinities where young men are most 
apt to be entangled in the coils of the 
seducer. 

It is Nothing to Me. 

" James Gordon has been with you a 
long time, has he not ? " 

" Yes, I could not do without him. 
He is a young man of fine talents — great 
capacity for business." 

" I have met him socially, and was much 
impressed with his superiority. He at- 
tended our church for a while quite 
regularly." 

" Yes, that was when he first caine 
from home. I think that he was religious- 
ly inclined, but he has worn that off long 
ago. He has many friends . among our 
fashionable and wealthy young men, and 
is a general favorite in society." 

" It is upon this very subject that I 
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wished to speak to you. I have had 
occasion for three nights to be in the 
street at a late hour. I saw James Gor- 
don with two young men noted for their 
profligacy is.sue from a saloon. They 
were all intoxicated, and from their con- 
versation I judged they had been gam- 
bling. I tell you this, hoping you will 
speak to James upon the subject, and 
advise him not to frequent such company. 
I would do so mypelf, if I were bett^ 
acquainted with him." 

" I appreciate your motives, but I shall 
do nothing of the kiod. James is only 
Efteing life. Wliat if he is a little wild ? 
He will settle down by and by. Besides, 
he is not a man that would take advice 
kindly. I should offend him, and he 
would leave me ; I cannot afford to lose 
him. So long as he attends to my busi- 
ness properly, I have no reason to com- 
plain. Really it is nothine/ to me what he 
may do when away from the store. I am 
not responsible." 

And thus James Gordon's employer 
dismissed the unpleasant subject. But 
the words, " nothing to me," lingered in 
Mr. Darley's memory. What a plausible 
excuse they ottered for the neglect of 
duty I Hundreds of young men are going 
to destruction, while those who know 
whither their steps are tending stand 
coolly and calmly by, stifling every emo- 
tion of pity by saying, " It is nothing to 
me." If a man was drowning, every hand 
would be stretched forth to help him ; yet 
many are sinking to an eternal death, and 
no effort made to save them. 

" I must see James Gordon to-morrow 
and talk with him," was the result of Mr. 
Darley's meditation. The next day he 
was unexpectedly called from home on 
important business, but he did not neglect 
to send a note to James, urging him to 
pursue a better life. 

The note reached James, and awakened 
feelings of remorse ; but his habits and 
associations were too firmly fixed to be 
easily changed. To still the accusations 
of his conscience, he plunged deeper and 
deeper into dissipation. 



When Mr. Darley retumed, James's 
employer was the first to tell him how 
reckless and desperate James had grown. 
He said he could not believe it possible 
that a few weeks could work such a 
change. He had given him several hints, 
hut they had had no efl'ect, and he feared 
that he would have to discharge him. 

Mr. Darley went immediately to see 
James. He talked with him as only a 
Christian can talk. He left him encour- 
aged by his prayers and conversation. 
From that night James Gordon was a 
difl'erent man. Never again did he touch 
the intoxicating cup, or mingle in the 
revelry of his former companions. He 
became a follower of Jesus, and with all 
the energy and enthusiasm of his charac- 
ter he devoted himself to the noble pur- 
pose of rescuing his fellow-men from lives 
of sin and misery. He will share in the 
reward of those who have turned many 
to righteousness, and who will shine as 
the stars for ever and ever. 

Bis employer became impressed with 
the change wrought in his character, and 
learned that a life of duty and self-sacri- 
fice was higher, even happier than one of 
selfish ease and gratification. He drop- 
ped the expression, " It is nothing to me," 
which was wont to stifle the convictions 
of duty and the promptings of his better 
nature. As he became more interested 
in others, his ideas expanded, and he 
realized the fact that he was responsible 
for the sin and suft'ering which surrounded 
him. To say, " It is nothing to me," did 
not lessen his responsibility. Wherever 
there was sin, there he must seek to save ; 
wherever there was sulFering, to relieve. 

Do wc know of any wlio are going 
astray ? Let us not, from inditlerence or 
selfishness, say, " It is notliing to me," or 
from a false delicacy turn away ; but in 
the love of Christ, and in the strength 
which He gives, let us seek to lead to 
repentance, remembering that "he that 
turneth a sinner from the error of his 
way, shall save a soul from death, and 
hide a multitude of sins." — Anurican 
Messenger. 
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AN ADVANCE. 

THOSE wlio have most carefully considered the philosophy of the 
Young Men's Christian Associations, who have seen most of them 
m their practical workings, are their warmest advocates. But this advo- 
cacy rests upon a clear knowledge that their elBciency and power, with 
rare exceptions, rests in a stern adherence to a line of service, in the 
name and for the honor of the Saviour, among young men, and for their 
souls. This view of the mission of our Associations prevails more and 
more each dav, as the importance of that mission comes to he appre- 
hended in its greatness, and as the means for its fulfilment are defined 
with greater clearness. 

The course of action of the Esecutivc Committee of 1864, the spirit 
of their correspondence, and their emphatically pronounced opinions at 
the Philadelphia Convention, did much to maintain and disseminate 
this correct doctrine. The spu-it which finally prevailed in that Con- 
vention tended strongly to the same end, while the course of the Albany 
Convention, from the first gathering in the chapel of the Dutch Church 
to the closing services, streng-thened and confimied it in the minds of 
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almost all the delegates. The decided views of our able and excellent 
President contributed nauoh to this result. The Executive Committee 
for the current year, in their endeavors to discharge the duties imposed 
upon them by the Convention have endeavored to emphasize and enforce 
the doctrine thus matured, and sanctioned in all their intercourse with 
the Associations ; in this, however, they have also given expression to 
their own carefully matured opinions. 

Here, then, is an advance, in the establishment and adoption of the 
doctrine that the true mission of our Associations lies in efforts, deter- 
mined and continuous, for the salvation of young men — efforts more es- 
pecially designed to reach those beyond immediate church influence, 
and in the development Ln them of Christian character and power for 
Christian service. Let it not be understood, however, that the adoption 
of this doctrine, and a thorough adherence to it, will exclude the assump- 
tion of occasional works of benevolence and mercy, out of this direct 
line, or the pursuit of subordinate objects for the good of the same class, 
by means and agencies subordinate to those adopted for the accom- 
plishment of the chief end. 

Less than seventy Associations reported at the Albany Convention; 
a greater number for the sections represented than ever before. To this 
list we can now add more than thirty-five now ones, organized since 
those reports were called for by the Executive Committee of 1S65, and 
the greater proportion of them since the final call for that Convention 
was issued. These new societies, with but one or two exceptions, are 
in a very prosperous condition, enjoying alike the confidence of the 
churches and the whole community where they are established. This 
is an advance. And the interest which it awakens is heightened by the 
fact that the gi-eat proportion of them grow out of the gatherings of 
young men for prayer, while not a few had their origin in the mighty 
call from the Master to the young men now imited in them, heard and 
heeded, to preach Ilis Gospel to those of their own age who were sink- 
ing to ruin, notwithstanding open churches and the pleading voice of 
His ministers. 

But, above and beyond all these things, and many others of a kin- 
dred character, we cannot doubt the Spirit of God, as a eonvictin(r and 
converting power, is especially present with our brethren in their work 
in the fields of these Associations. The answer to earnest, united prayer, 
offered on the first Sabbath of November, is already upon us in the tuminc 
of many young men to the Saviour, in the rapidly increasing attendance 
upon our Prayer-Meetings and Bile-Classes, and the greater activity 
of those who belong with us, in the proclamation of the truth. The 
blessing in reserve for these Associations, the land and the world over is 
largo and full. Brethren, Low large and how full shall it be? 
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E TOCQUEVILLE lias finely reiiiarkecl, " The science of associa- 



tion is the mother of science. The progress of all the rest de- 
pends upon the progress it has made." His clear e3'e detected, as the 
secret of the success of democratic institutions, the extensive use which 
they make of the principle of association, and he grounded the effective 
application of this principle, to a great extent, on an intimate knowledge 
of its nature. 

I. It may, therefore, be well for us to inquire into the character of 
that associated energy which is the peculiar feature of the Young Men's 
Christian Association. 

1. An association is made up of units. Individuality is not sacri- 
ficed by combination. The shades of personality melt into each other 
on the borders, but do not thereby lose their distinctness. The union 
is not that of a fusion of colors, where all are lost in the creation of a 
single hue, but that of a rainbow, where the hues stand out with clear- 
ness, blending into each other only on the boundary lines, yet entering 
into combination so effectually, that every color seems to get its lustre 
from the glory of the whole. 

It must appear, accordingly, that power in combination depends on 
the distinctness with which its elements are made -vasible. If attention 
be paid to the advancement of the whole, without giving some promi- 
nence to that of the constituent parts, only a partial result is secured. 
We can best get at the improvement of the body through that of its 
component members. For this reason, we insist on personal growth in 
piety on the part of the indi\'idual members of our Christian Associations, 
as a means of vitality and effectiveness in the corjiorate body. Scarcely 
anything can be more untrue than the charge that it is the tendency of 
these Associations to cripple individual advancement in the divine life 
by unduly concentrating attention upon themselves as a whole. It should 
rather be said that these Associations (certainly if they are true to the 
real genius of association), aware that not only their productiveness, but 
even their very life, is largely depeiidcnt on the Christian temperament 
and activities of constituent members, are constantly appealing to them 
to conform that temperament and those activities to the highest standard 
of duty. Every consideration which looks to the increased associated 
energy of such bodies must urge a personal growth in piety. The lamp 
of faith must be kept trimmed and burning by the frequent ministries 
of the closet Prayer, and the reading of the Word, must be a constant 
stimulus to individual religious service. Each Christian must for him- 
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self go up on the mount for communion with God, and then come down 
in the strength of Heaven to run on angel errands for the Master. Thus 
shall the associated energy of the organization which he represents got 
to itself a complexion of heavenly splendor. 

It was said of a Grecian artist, that being at wort upon a certain 
statue, he summoned into his presence the fairest maidens of all Greece, 
and, selecting from each her finest feature, copied it so exquisitely, that 
each could detect in the finished m.arble the peculiar lineament he had 
borrowed from her. So the majestic fabric of our Christian Associa- 
tions may be said to borrow the beautifal features of life and character 
of many a follower of Jesus ; and were they but to examine with a 
careful eye, they would gladly see that the associated energy of these 
institutions of their love is simply a symmetrical grouping in action of 
traits which have respectively made their own dispositions and conduct 
most widely useful. 

2. Another cliaractcristic of the associated energy we are consider- 
ing is the unity in diversity of the numerous offices which contribute to 
it. Each member has his place, and he is called to fill it. It is suited 
to his particular capacities. One has a special fitness for exhortation or 
prayer in meetings, another for tract distribution, another for ministries 
in the sick-chamber, and still another for seeking and furnishing em- 
ployment for young men. Let each follow the call of Providence, as 
evidenced in his peculiar adaptability. Then, if the various offices be 
carefully adjusted, so that there be perfect harmony between higher and 
lov/er, their combination must constitute a broad arch, sj'ramctrical and 
strong, and fitted for enduring service. 

3. This associated energy is distinguished by its freedom from de- 
nominationalism. There is certainly a necessity for the denomination. 
Human tastes and inclinations arc so varied as to demand difierent 
forms of worship, and different articles of creed for their expression. 
"While the fundamental docti'ines of Christianity are held in common, 
while the glorious power of the Cross is mutually recognized, minor par- 
ticulars of belief may well gather around them their respective advo- 
cates, and so become the occasion of different church organizations. 
The very competition between the differing sects to gain precedence for 
their respective organizations must, when unaccompanied by jealousy 
or strife, and especially when distinguished by a holy emulation in the 
work of winning souls to Christ, become a more certain and a more 
rapid means of reclaiming the world from the service of Satan to the 
worship of God than the monopoly of a Church universal. It is only 
an abnormal type of donominationalism which cries, " Our shibboleth," 
rather than " Go ye into all the world and preach the gospel to every 
creature ; " which exalts church forms above the fundamental doctrines 
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of tlie Cross. Still, as this very type is in risk of ascendency, in conse- 
quence of the too general introduction into our churches of the intense 
selfishness of trade in this husy age ; aud, still further, since there is no 
small amount of work in the Master's vineyard which can he better done 
in the absence of all denominational spirit than with its aid, there arises 
a demand for a partnership of young men on a basis of common love 
and zeal for the Master's service, independent of church peculiarities. 
And this demand is answered by our Young Men's Christian x\ssocia- 
tions. Here we behold an associated energy which makes the most of 
Christian love, because it buries, for all practical purposes, all differences 
of opinion between its constituents, and highly exalts the Cross of Christ 
by making its triumph in the salvation of men the grand focus of every 
effort. 

II. Having ascertained the nature of this associated energy, we are 
now prepared to inquire, Hoio far is it an element of poioer? 

1. It coincides with the activities of the churches. The churches, in- 
deed, may be considered as its parent, and so they have naturally en- 
dowed it with a spirit kindred with their own. Both parties are 
animated by common motives, and glory in a common labor. " To save 
the lost " is the mutual rallying-cry, and both march forth in the noble 
cause of winning souls to Christ, In cases where the Church and the 
Christian Association take different paths, these do not diverge, but 
simply run parallel. The covenant duties of the Church need not be 
neglected — they are rather fostered by heeding the legitimate calling of 
the Christian Association. The energies of these bodies, in fact, com- 
bine to make the Christian a better member of both. 

2. On the other hand, the associated energy, which we arc con- 
sidering, is a still greater element of power as supplementing the work of 
the churches. In large cities, where the field is too broad for their im- 
mediate missionary labor, what a fruitful auxiliary is found in the 
Christian Association ! What gleanings for the Lord's garner await only 
the efforts of young men united in the special work of sowing the seed 
of life in those dark regions, where no ecclesiastical ministries are wont 
to penetrate ! Think of this associated energy as breaking down the 
barriers of caste, which have barred many a destitute one ft-om the 
charities of Christian hearts and hand's ! Think of the opportunities for 
material succor offered with the purpose of ultimately strengthening 
some Christian brother in the faith, or winning some impenitent sinner 
to make over his allegiance to Jesus— opportunities which no church 
lever proposes to itself as a means of blessing, but which are eagerly 
embraced by the young men of our Christian Associations ! Think, 
too, what singular facilitieis this associated energy has as an aggres- 
sive power! When the activities of the Church may fail to arrest 
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social evils, because of the partisan ends which their advocates are 
ready to charge upon all ecclesiastical bodies, the stand which our 
Christian Associations may take against such evils has a prospect of 
success in the very absence of all appearance of mere partisan pur- 
poses. 

Moreover, this associated energy is peculiarly adapted to avail itself 
of the mercantile activities of those stirring times, and to make even 
Traffic and Commerce missionaries of the Gospel of Christ. Com- 
posed, as our Christian Associations are, mainly of business yomig 
men, what an opportunity lies in their power of causing the pulse of 
Christianity to beat quicker and stronger by means of the very life of 
trade ! 

There is a beautiful story told of a j-outhful artist, whose master, 
under the infirmities of extreme old age, was obliged to suspend his 
labors on a noble work of art. Calling the young man to his studio, he 
assigned to him the task of finishing the picture. Deeply affected by a 
sense of inability to meet the demand, he earnestly remonstrated with 
his beloved master. " Do thy best," was the inexorable reply. The 
conference closed, and before the picture the young artist knelt and 
prayed : " It is for the sake of my beloved master that I implore skill 
and power to do the deed." The reputation of the master was at stake, 
and the faithful pupil addressed himself earnestly to his work. Slum- 
bering genius then awoke to duty, and, at its touch, that canvas glowed 
with new and wonderful delineations. The day for exhibition of the 
painting came. The aged master was borne to his studio. His eye 
sought, at once, the picture. His gaze was fastened. The glory of it, 
surpassing that of his own mighty, conception, filled his soul with 
unwonted amazement, and enfolding his pupil in warm and grate- 
ful embrace, he exclaimed, with solemn emphasis: "Young man, I 
paint no more ! " Leonardo da Vinci bad entered on his immortal 
fame. 

God has given to the young men of our Christian Associations a 
noble work to do — none higher, or more comprehensive in the possibil- 
ity of its issues. It is a work of reconstnjction, as we fondly hope, of 
the beauty of Eden out of the ruins of the fall. Much of this work has 
already been done, but it is still far from being finished. Is the glory 
to come, to eclipse that of the days gone by? Then, as they bend be- 
fore the mighty task, may the eye of the great Master behold in our 
young men the spirit of Da Vinci, and the open heavens receive the 
united prayer : " For the sake of our beloved Master we implore skill 
and power to do the deed!" And, forthwith, let there go forth the 
grandest associated energy, every nerve strained for highest service, 
every hand Ufted for magnificent execution. Difficulties will vanish 
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before this unwonted enterprise. Original conception will be transfig- 
ured into gi-ander actuality. The material present will be succeeded by 
a future of spiritual glory, ushering in the dawn of that happy day, 
when " the kingdoms of this world shall become the kingdoms of our 
Lord and His Christ." 



ON GUARD. 
(Selected.:) 

It is the eventide of life ; 

Death's turbid waves before me roll ; 
And in this narrow pass of life 

I stand to guard my deathless soul. 

Through storm and calm, through dark and light, 

Weary, but resolute, I cling 
To my good sword, my breastplate bright — 

The armor of my heavenly King. 

On guard ! on guard ! the trumpet-voice 
Kings in my ear : with watchful eye 

I gaze, and feel my heart rejoice ; 
My deadliest foes are drawing nigh. 

Te pass not here, Hate, Envy, Pride, 
With all the embattled hosts of hell ; 

My Captain standeth at my side ; 
I fear you not — know you well ! 

Fast comes the night ; my watch is done : 
This hour I've longed for many years ! 

I shall not see another sun : 

Ended are sorrow, toil, and tears. 

Death's waves are rising — sweet release ! 

Nearer I view the heavenly shore ; 
I lay my armor down, and cease 

To be " on guard" forevermore. 



DIVINE WORSHIP.— n. 

TN discussing tlie pliilosopby of Divine Worship in our last number, 
X we traced it to the relation we sustain to God. The ri^ht to ex- 
ckisive service was founded on the fact of our creatureship and that wc 
were endowed with powers capahle of knowing, loving, and serving God, 
and were placed under His rightful and wise governance. Wc learned, 
however, that there was enough in God, personally considered, to 
awaken the admiration and call forth the homage of His creatures. 
What, therefore, God claimed as a thing of right was seen and felt to 
be in accordance with our nature, which admires what is lovable 
wherever seen. 

In the case of men, moreover, there is a yet more powerful reason 
for rehgious worship — a reason which must be superadded with all its 
weight and importance to those which bind equally all God's intelli- 
gent creatures. That reason is connected with the redemptive work of 
Christ occasioned by the fall of man. It is but necessary for us spirit- 
ually to apprehend (and it can only thus be apprehended) something of 
what is meant by " the misery of the estate into which man fell," the 
method by which he was redeemed, and the condition to which it 
exalts us, to see a new cause not only for joy but praise. We cannot 
imagine how a Christian can grasp (even in a feeble measm'c) the doc- 
trine of the Cross without feeling its powerful attractions, and recognizing 
therein a reason for unceasing adoration. 

No man can see Christ ia His beauty without loving, adoring, wor- 
shipping nim as God ; and yet more is it impossible for a Christian to 
experience the gi'acious results of His mediatorial work, to feel the efB- 
cacy of His death, and the power of His resurrection, without exclaim- 
ing in rapturous strains — 

" Had I ten thousand hearts to give, 
Lord, they should all be thine." 

Moreover, this reason for adoration is not altogether a selfish one 
(that is, one arising from the mere sense of the personal benefits secured 
by Christ's redemption). The angels who never sinned are represented 
as beading over the mysterious subject of the incarnation of the Eternal 
Son of God with the most intense and undying wonder, and as joining 
with the redeemed in their " new song to Him that sitteth on the 
throne and to the Lamb." And not only angels, but the redeemed 
themselves, see a reason for praise arising from redemption apart from its 
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personal aspects. They see it here in this present -world. As they grow 
in gracious knowledge, as they come to understand the complex charac- 
ter of the problem to be solved — when man was to be redeemed — as 
they behold the additional lustre thrown upon the already incom- 
parable glory of God by the ne^^ revelation of His wisdom, faithfulness, 
justice, grace, and love unfolded in the Cross, do they learn to adore 
the Lord who bought them, not so much for what He has done for 
them as for the transcendent grace and glory of God only by that Cross 
revealed. 

His salvation cannot fail to evoke more profound, hearty, earnest 
sentiments of gratitude the more a Christian understands what " salva- 
tion to the uttermost " means ; but this same apprehension will lead the 
believer even more to bow in astonishment before and admiringly worship 
a Being that could devise and execute such a scheme as man's redemp- 
tion. In fact, the Bible, while it magnifies the love and grace of God in 
bringing salvation, teaches us that it was not so much God's primary 
object to save, as by that salvation to rereal to His intelligent universe 
the glory of His nature. His infinite resources. His holiness, His bound- 
less love an d pity and grace. 

God's providence over His creatures would form another element to 
be taken into the account — why we should worship Him — but it is not 
necessary here to do more than mention it. 

We conclude, ' therefore, on this point (the philosophy of Divine 
Worship), that God claims our highest homage as " God over all, blessed 
forevermore." He claims it as a Creator of creatures He has made for 
this very end, and endowed with capacities therefor. 

His claim, moreover, is rendered incontestable, not only because He 
is our onlv Moral Governor, but because of His infinite loveablcness, 
because of His essential glory and beauty ; because of His works calling 
for admiration and homage ; because of the gracious and providential 
relations He sustains to us. 

Our discussion thus far will enable us to form a Scrqytural ideal of 
Divine Worship in its relations to God — to learn what is essential to it, 
and to separate from it what are but adjuncts, or "the commandments 
of men." 

(1.) Divine Worship is an individual, j^ersonal concern. Every in- 
telligent creature is bound, by the very fcict of his creatureship, to render 
to God the glory which is His due. Every one who has a mind that 
can know, and a heart that can love, must know and love God. The 
obligation is coextensive with God's universe. None can evade it. 
None may dare with impunity to refuse his tribute of praise. It is an 
obligation, which, from the very nature of the case, is untransferable. 
No one, then, can worship God by proxy. He must do it himself, or 
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he sins. God cannot be satisfied unless He receives the homage of each 
creature He has made. 

(2.) Divine Worship, to be acceptable, must be spontaneous, free, 
voluntary. The reasonableness of the obligation must be recognized. 
We have seen that right feelings natujally arise from right perceptions. 
God has so constituted us, as that beauty, harmony, majesty instinctive- 
ly impress us, awaken admii-ation, and call forth praise. In the case of a 
spiritual mind these feelings of adoration as spontaneously and freely 
arise in the mind in view of the Divine Glory, as do other thoughts and 
feelings in view of their appropriate objects. A behever cannot dwell 
upon. Christ, His personal attractiveness. His endearing relations to us, 
the glory of His person and work, without loving and adoring Him. 
Wesley sings of the believer who knows Christ : " All the day long was 
my Saviour my song." There is nothing constrained in such devotion. 
It is free, voluntary, sincere, spontaneous loving. And, " there is no 
law so exacting as that of love." 

(3.) Divine Worship is and must be spiritual. " God is a Spirit, 
and they that worship Him must worship Him in spirit and in truth." 
Divine Worship is connected, therefore, with the Saviour's spiritual 
rule. It is a communion of the soul with God. It takes to itself spir- 
itual forms — grateful meditation, prayer (a prominent part of which is 
adoration), praise proper. It will be performed as the heart dictates — 
sometimes in a formal and sometimes in an informal manner. At times, 
as in the case of Hannah, the moving lips may alone betoken the in- 
ward exercise ; at other times, the language of ejaculation ; at others 
stUl, the more formal hymn of praise ; sometimes a still longer sustained 
expression of the adoration of the heart ; but, however performed, it 
must be spiritual. It must be, not so much external as internal. The 
soul must be in it. 

Thus mucb have we to say of Divine Worship as it looks toward 
God. In another number we will consider what elements enter into 
Divine Service as connected with the fact that it is men that worship. 
What we have thus far given is what is necessary in worship that it be 
acceptable to God. It must bo personal, not performed by proxy, it 
must be free, not constrained ; it must bo spiritual, not formal. If these 
elements are found in a worshipper, then will all human adjuncts be 
properly regulated; but, if they be wanting, no amount of human 
tinsclry and outward show will avail. And, as we have seen, these 
conclusions are founded on the Scriptural philosojDhy of Christian Wor- 
ship. 



BE FAITHFUL. 



A SINGLE word gives us the key to the very highest success. 
Christian faithfulness is the supreme virtue to which Christ has 
pledged a cro\vn of life. This principle of conduct will prove like a 
vast arch, spanning all the doubts and perils of life, vaulting over the 
chasm of death, and fixing itself hard by the throne. 

Even in worldly affairs, the faithful man is almost sure, in the end, to 
find appreciation. Every merchant must have one faithful clerk, who 
shall be his " confidential." Absolute faithfulness is so rare, so useful, 
and when found so indispensable, that its reward is measurably sure. 

But, as toward God, and out of loyalty to Ilim, faithfulness is the 
certain road to the highest promotion. Nothing can be conceived of 
more noble, more satisfying to ambition, than to receive a crown at last 
from the very hand of Christ. " I will give thee a crown of life." 

Wc ought, then, to have a distinct notion of what faithfulness is, that 
we may cherish it without confusion of mind. 

First, negatively. — Faithfulness does not require gifis and superior 
ability. We need not first measure ourselves to see if we are capable 
of this transcendent virtue, for, thank God, we may be faithful in that 
which is least. 

Nor does it require favorable circumstances. The greatest achieve- 
ments in this virtue have been where every thing was hostile — where 
an interior ■ soul-power was forced to struggle with difficulties almost 
overwhelming. And these outward oppositions have been the very 
crucible in which the triimiph was prepared. Although every thing 
seems to be against you, you can win a glorious reward by just being 
faitWul. 

Wor does this virtue require success. Some of the noblest moral vic- 
tories which the world has ever recognized have been coupled with 
apparent defeat. Brave men have fallen in battle — dying, only to live 
forever in the hearts of their countrymen. The Apostle Tanl was illus- 
trious as a faithful missionary, but there were instances in which his 
ministry seemed to* fail. And our blessed Lord Ilimself was at times 
repulsed, forsaken, baffled. 

But, positively, this virtue is — 

1. An interior heart-trust in God. The word is frequently translated 
in the New Testament as believing. The faithful man carries strong and 
fixed convictions in his soul. These are not impulses which rush like 
summer toiTcnts, and then dry up. They are not personal influences 
which may fail us when a Mend dies or is removed from us ; they are 
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not considerations of advantage, wbicli are about as reliable as ocean 
breezes in summer ; but, they are great truths, in wbicli tbe soul reposes 
with calm confidence. Amidst uncertainties, cogitations, longings, won- 
derings, the faithful man Las one polar star, one polar attraction. This 
is Lis profound trust in God. Practically, it writes itself, " Thou, God, 
seest me ; " and this draws the soul toward the throne. 

2. Faithfulness is implicit obedience, as a servant, to the claims of 
Jesus Christ. Paul delighted to call himself the servant of Christ. It 
was no inadvertence ; it meant a sublime principle which holds heaven 
in order. Absolute obedience would have prevented the fall of angels. 
Despising the humble claims of service underlies man's rebellion. Christ's 
work was to show the glory of obedience — to prove tliat the perfection 
of Sonship is absolute submission to authority. Anchor your soul to 
this sublime principle, and saj' in all temptations, "I am the servant of 
Jesus Christ — His will shall be my will." 

3. Faithfulness takes no account of ^xiins and crosses. It is a supreme 
obligation, and has no limits. Entireness is the condition of faith. We 
must believe God without reserve, or the limitations of our foith will 
undermine it. What is true of the feeling, is true also in action. The 
moment we compromise with duty, we are shorn of our strength. 
" Faithful unto death" means pei-pctual faithfulness — faithfulness to any 
extent or sacrifice; in the exhaustion of all our resources; throughout 
the entire curriculum of our development, no matter how difficult our 
position, or how rough our path. 

Young man, you have many trials. Yon cannot see before you ; you 
cannot lay your hand upon the secret spring of success. The future is 
full of stniggling mist and sunlight. One thing you can do — be faithf ul. 
Conquer that temptation on the spot. If you do not, it will be a hon 
roaring after you to-morrow. If you do it, you shall find the tempta- 
tion to be a lion slain, in whose carcass you will find hnncy. Be faith- 
ful, and as God is true, you will prosper — here, as much as your Father 
judges best ; hereafter, as much as you yourself can wish— for Christ 
Himself will give you a crown. 



"Shall we give to the Saviour, in return for his love, and in view 
of His toils, His tears, and His blood, loss than our hearts — our whole 
hearts ? No other gift is worthy of us or acceptable to Him. It is not 
the plaintive hymn expressive of His sorrows, nor the loud anthem to 
His name, nor the hohday show of joy at His birth which He delights 
in— the music of a grateful, contrite, and affectionate heart is what 
pleases Him." 



INDIVIDUAL EFFORT IN OUR ASSOCIATIONS. 



E live in an ago of rapid progress and great concentration of 
effort. Organization has become tlie existing order of things. 
Christianity, philanthropj', science, and even the powers of evil, have 
brought their forces together for the more effectual accomplishment of 
their several ends. The hand of love is extended in some associated form 
to almost every condition of life. Societies exist for scattering the Bible 
and religious literature, establishing churches, befriending helpless chil- 
dren and the outcasts of society, and relieving the numberless poor in 
our large cities. Wherever human vrcmt exhibits itself to any great ex- 
tent, there we find a willingness to respond in some public manner. In 
this we see the elements of progress, and yet the elements of inaction ; 
for we are in danger of regarding superficially the individual compo- 
nents of these organizations. In our Associations we need especially to 
guard against centralizing all effort in a few of its members. 

All Organized eSbrt is, strictly speaking. Individual in its character ; 
and yet, in a more general sense, a distinction may be draw between 
Individual and Organized effort. Our lectures, social gatherings, classes, 
public meetings, and the direction of mattei'fe generally, may be classed 
as Organized ; they are more the oflTspring of combined action. Indi- 
vidual effort extends into details, into the real work of the various Or- 
ganized committees, and finds its sphere wherever good is to be done. 
It should never be lost sight of, that Individual action is the normal 
condition of things; Organization is a practical convenience. Indi- 
vidual effort is the basis of successful enterprise ; Organization gives it 
strength and symmetry. Act upon this principle, and our Associations 
will become vigorous and elScient; reverse the order, and rely upon a 
mere official management, and they become formal and mechanical. As 
in art, precise attention to every line and shade insures success; so in 
Associations, the more distinctly the Individual is recognized the more 
effective will be the Organization. General organization, however com- 
plete, is insufficient. Strength and beauty do not lie in a mere system, 
but in the power of the individuals who compose it. It should be no 
relief to us that we are members of a well-organized Association, if we 
are not an integral part of its working force. 

Want of time will doubtless be urged as an objection against personal 
effort in the sphere of Young Men's Christian Associations. There are 
claims from the Church which take the precedence. If this were the 
only plea, it might justly claim attention, so far as it interferes with this 
line of Christian work ; but want of time is often the synonyme for ah- 
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sorption in seltisli interests. We do not maintain that all can he 
brought to the same plane of eflbrt, or that all have the same aptness ; 
hut where the inclination exists, the time will be found. The selfish 
man always has time for self; the Christian should always fiad lime for 
the cause of his Ecdeemer. Let the Christian members of our societies 
be filled with love to the Master, and they will love His service, and 
seek out opportunities to labor for Him. Let them fully appreciate the 
magnitude and dignity of the work, and they will discover that they 
have unthought-of capacities and unnumbered intervals of time for the 
duties before them. The amount of time at our disposal is not so im- 
portant as the inward spirit that animates us — which should be a spirit 
that recognizes moments as precious possessions, and feels that "a cup 
of cold water only in the name of a disciple shall in no wise lose its re- 
ward." If we have not the time to serve our Associations in the way we 
would most desire, let us not therefore be idlers, while we may find even 
the slightest opportunities for doing good. 

But how may every individual member become a laborer in this im- 
portant field of action? If circumstances permit, connect yourself with 
some one of the working-committees, with the determination to be an 
efiBcient member. Work where your time and abilities wOl be put to 
the best use. If you cannot do this, then engage in the work of your 
organization whenever opportunity ofibrs — at your boarding-house, your 
place of business, and in your travels; tell young men of your rooms, 
your lectures, your classes, of the prayei'-meeting and the Bible-class i 
provide yourself with the cards of your Association, and have them 
about you for distribution. Show young men that you have an un- 
selfish interest in their welfare ; if one eftbrt does not succeed, repeat it 
in a friendly manner, and be not discouraged, for " in due season ye 
shall reap if yc faint not." Above all, point them to Christ as their 
hope and their joy; tell them of their danger, and of a way of escape, 
for this is the beginning of all true reform, and the end of all our labor 
as Associations. Be true to your high trust as seiTants of the Lord 
Jesus. Inferior objects may claim our attention, but the leading of souls 
to Christ must be our work if we would honor our blaster. 

It need hardly be said that multitudes of young men live in our 
cities and largo towns almost totally destitute of pure social ties. Their 
condition is forlorn and friendless ; words of kindness and sympathy are 
strange to them ; no cheerful home welcomes them to its bosom ; it may 
be that even the church they attend extends to them no sign of wel- 
come. Shall these young men — our follows — be left to perish for the 
want of a word of sympathy from us ? Can we see them plunging into 
vice, and destroying their souls and bodies, and reach out uo hand of 
charity, or speak no word of warning ? An obligation is upon us in rela- 
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tion to this class. "We have no right to leave them to their ruin, in so 
far as it may be in our power to reach them. A large membership in 
any Association is of little account unless the members feel that they have 
some responsibility in regard to the work before them, and are coming 
up individually to its demands. Philanthropy, even, demands that we 
should arouse ourselves to effort, but our Divine Master asserts a para- 
mount claim. Obligation may seem a stern master, but, when followed, 
he is like the gentle shepherd leading us " into green pastures and be- 
side the still waters." Unnumbered opportunities will occur, amid the 
scenes of business and pleasure, when we can fulfil these pressing duties. 

The 231'actical result of such Individual effort as we have mentioned 
would make the Young Men's Christian Associations of America a recog- 
nized power in the land. In our most completely organized and effi- 
cient societies how few, comparatively, bear the burdens and do the 
work — probably, less than ten in a hundred ! Let the other nine-tenths 
begin to feel their obligations, and act upon them, and an impetus will 
be added whose results it is impossible to estimate. If a single effort 
s often blessed with such abundant fruition, what might not be the in- 
fluence of the aggregated labors of an entirely devoted Association ? 
The result of a kind word or action, or even of a year's labor, on 
our part, may seem small ; yet its importance cannot be measured by 
mere calculations, nor its extent limited to the particular individuals 
with whom we have been brought in contact. It has an ever-widenina: 
influence, and ^vill cease only with the end of all human action. 



Suggestions in relation to the Organization of Associa- 
tions. — Secure the cooperation of one leading young man of each 
evangelical church in the town ; meet and adopt a preamble ; procure 
the signatures of as many Christian young men as possible ; then call 
a meeting of those who have signed the preamble, and adopt a constitu- 
tion ; then call a meeting of all interested in the project and have ad- 
dresses delivered by persons who have clear views of the work and 
object of such Societies. 

If you confer upon young men not members in good standing in 
evangelical churches the right to hold office, you will get into trouble, 
and the real object of the Association will be defeated. 

Let your aim be the strengthening of young men who love the Sa- . 
viour, and the leading to Him of those who are in the ways of sin and 
exposed to eternal death. 



ASSOCIATION MATTERS, FOREIGN AND DOMESTIC-COPRESPONDENCE, 
EDITORIALS, Etc. 



The Executive Committee would ear- 
nestly commend to the attention of the As- 
Bociations the plan of the Albany Conven- 
tion iu ordering the establishment of a 
periodical devoted to their interests. It 
is now in the power of those who profess 
to be interested iu the cause of our socie- 
ties to fix the QtJiRTERLT upou a firm 
foundation, and make it a vast power in 
our work. The enterprise needs but little 
effort. Tlie officers of each Association 
can at two meetings secure a hst of sub- 
scribers, embracing the larger part of their 
membership. If the scheme fails in any 
Association, it is because of a lack of in- 
terest among those who should press its 
claims. As the circulation of the Quar- 
terly is increased, a larger and more 
varied list of contributors can be secured, 
and thus its uscfiilncss much enhanced. 

The Executive Committee regret that 
that coiipcration and support, which the en- 
thusiasm and earnestness displayed l3y the 
delegates to the Albany Convention led 
them to expect, has not been accorded. 
In assuming tlie worli cast upon them by 
the Convention, the Committee supposed 
that the recommeittlations there made 
would be heartily adopted by the Asso- 
ciations represented, and by the coi-re- 
sponding members, and that the duties 
cast upon each would be faithfully per- 
formed. 

Tlie Executive Committee, compelled to 
note painful neglect in some quarters, 
would again urge upon every Association 
and upon each of the corresponding mem- 
bers the importance — 

1. Of forwarding to the Central Office, 



as early as the first of April, a brief state- 
ment of the Work, Flans, and Condition 
of the various Associations, together with 
incidents of interests respecting the work 
of these Societies. 

2. Of securing and forwarding for the 
Quarterly short and pointed articles, in- 
teresting to those for whom it is designed. 

3. Of sending to the Committee a copy 
of the last annual report of each Asso- 
ciation, and copies of all cards, tracts, 
and papers issued by them. 

The thanks of the Committee are heart- 
ily rendered to the five Corresponding 
Members who have forwarded reports for 
the Quarterly, and also to the numerous 
Associations which have promptly re- 
sponded to its requests. 

Halifax. — Mr. Henry Theakston, Sec'y, 
reports respecting the Day of Prayer, 
that the request to the clergy was very 
generally observed, and that a most in- 
teresting Union meeting was held at the 
rooms of the Association, in the afternoon 
of that day, which was fully attended. He 
states as results of the observance of the 
day — 

1. The Union meeting, thus commenced, 
has become established as a stated gath- 
ering on the first Sabbath in the month. 

2. The attendance at the weekly Asso- 
ciation prayer-meeting has doubled. 

3. The attendance upon the Bible-class 
has greatly increased. 

4. Quito a num))cr of members have 
been added to the Association — ten in one 
month. 

The services of the Week of Prayer for 
the Sabbaths January 6th and 13th, were 
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held in the Rooms of the Association, and 
conducted by young men. All will rec- 
ognize the fitness of the assignment, 
when it is remembered that the topic for 
the sermons on the Cth was : " The Pres- 
ence of Christ witli His universal Church," 
and on the IStb, " The unity of the 
Church, and the duty of believers to man- 
ifest it by mutual recognition and active 
coupcnition." 

Monlreal. — More than six hundred cir- 
culars, urging a general observance of the 
Day of Prayer, were distributed in Cana- 
da East by Brother Claxton, and the rec- 
ommendations of the Albany Convention 
in that regard were generally observed. 
In Montreal services were held in the fol- 
lowing churches, and perhaps others ; 

American Presbyterian Church, by Rev. 
J. B. Bonar ; Cote Street Free Church, by 
Kev. D. II. McVicar ;. Knox Church, by 
Rev. Dr. Irvine ; Erskine Church ; Zion 
Church, by Rev. Dr. Wilkes ; Dupre 
Lane, !N"ew Cormection, by Rev. S. B. 
Fundy; Panet Street, New Connection; 
Point St. Charles, Wesleyan, by Rev. 
George Douglas ; Griffintown, Wesleyan ; 
First Baptist Church, by Rev. J. Alex- 
ander. 

The fifteenth annual meeting of the 
Montreal Association was held on Tues- 
day evening, November 6th. The rooms 
•were completely filled with members, 
there being not less than 150 present. 
After refreshments had been served, the 
chair was taken by D. Bentley, Esq., Pres- 
ident, and the business of the evening 
was proceeded with. A synopsis of the 
annual report was presented, which clear- 
ly proved that a large amount of work 
bad been performed by this Association. 
Over 50,000 pages of tracts have been 
distributed among seamen, 1,354 visits 
have been paid to families and the sick, 
110 religious services in hospital and puti- 
lic institutions, 28 Bethel services, and 
468 visits paid to ships. The number of 
members is about 400. A literary class 
is held every Friday evening, under the 
direction of Rev. Dr. Hamilton; also a 
large and exceedingly interesting Bible- 
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class every Sabbath afternoon, presided 
over by Prof. Dawson, of McGill College. 
Other meetings have also been held, and 
the whole report was exceedingly encour- 
aging and satisfactory. The report will 
be printed in full, and distributed among 
the friends of the Association, who, we 
are sure, will feel gratified at the amount 
of labor performed. 

The election of officers was then pro- 
ceeded with, and the following was the 
result : 

D. Bentley, unanimously reelected Pra- 
ident; T. J. Claxton, Jas. Ross, L. Gush- 
ing, Rev. Dr. Hamilton, Vice-Presidents ; 
J. R. Dougall, Secretary ; P. H. Burton, 
Treasurer. 

Toronto. — Brother Anderson writes : 
" Since sending you report for November 
number of the ' Quarterly,' our Associa- 
tion has been doing much — growing rapid- 
ly in numbers, extending its iuiiuence, and 
we believe God has blessed it to some 
young men who have recently been led to 
Christ. 

" Our election of officers took place in 
November, and resulted as follows : Pres- 
ident, Daniel Wilson, LL. D., of Toronto 
University ; Vice-Presidents, Robert Bidd- 
win, James Carlyle, M. D., George Hague, 
and John Macdonald, M. P. P. ; Secretary, 
William Anderson ; Assistant Secretary, 
Walter B. Copp; Treasurer, John Mc- 
Donald ; Librarian, Richard Thomas ; City 
Missionary, John Beattie. 

" We held our public annual meeting 
on December 13th, in Bond Street Con- 
gregational Church, and had a large at- 
tendance and a lively meeting. The speak- 
ers were Rev. J. S. Baker (Episcopal), 
John Macdonald, M. P. P., Rev. Dr. Wilkes, 
of Montreal (Congregational), Rev. Alex. 
Topp (Presbyterian), Rev. Dr. Caldicott 
(Baptist), and Rev. John Potts (Method- 
ist), and our President, who gave us a 
stirring opening address. The speeches 
were short, pithy, and eminently practical. 
The report of last year's work was read 
and published in the ' Globe ' of 14th inst. 
A liberal collection was taken up at the 
close of the meeting, which was a tangible 
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proof of the interest taken by the audience 
in the work of our Association. On De- 
cember 21st, our President, Dr. Wilson, 
delivered the opening lecture of the win- 
ter course before a good audience in the 
Music nail— subject : 'The Nations and 
their Countries,' which he treated in his 
eloquent, masterly style, giving pleasure 
to all who listened to him, while from his 
store of knowledge he enriched their in- 
tellects and chamed their attention. The 
next lecture of the course will be given by 
Rev. William Stephenson — subject : ' Wo- 
man, her Place and Power in History.' 
As the reverend gentleman was recently 
in your city, and received many kind- 
nesses from the officers of the New York 
Association, he feels very warmly toward 
us and has become an honorary member 
of our Association. 

" When our report of membership was 
made in June last to the Convention, we 
had 34 members ; now we number 200 ac- 
tive, and 25 honorary and life members, 
and are adding weekly to our numbers. Our 
weekly meetings are deeply interesting — 
rooms crowded by members and visitors. 
Our reading-room is well supplied with 
papers and periodicals, and, being in a 
good central position, is much frequented 
by young men and strangers in our city. 
Our City Missionary is doing an excellent 
work in visiting the jail, hospital, and 
many of the poorer districts of the city, 
and has established cottage prayer-meet- 
ings, in which he is assisted by members 
of the Association. He has also been 
able to relieve many cases of suffering and 
distress that ho meets with in his visits. 

" We have recently commenced a young 
men's prayer-meeting every Saturday even- 
ing, which is largely attended, and brings 
out some of our best men. Altogether 
we have every reason to ' go forward,' 
trusting that God will bless our efforts 
and send fruit to our labors. W. A." 

Massachusetts. — Brother Woodworth, 
of Boston, corresponding member of the 
Executive Committee, writes : " I have to 
announce that Associations are reported 
as forming, or already organized, in this 



State, in the following towns: Lowell, 
Lancaster, HoUiston, Holyoke, West 
Brookfield. I hear also that they are 
considering the matter at Lawrence and 
Haverhill. There is throughout the State 
a waking up of the young men, and they 
realize the importance of combining their 
strength for aggressive effort. Much of 
this feeling has resulted from the Con- 
vention held on the 18th and 19th of De- 
cember, called by the Boston Association. 
This Convention was very large, number- 
ing at least one thousand, and some say, 
twelve or fifteen hundred delegates, from 
all parts of the State. Hon. Joseph A. 
Pond was chosen President. The ques- 
tions discussed were, 'The Duty of the 
Laity of the Church of Christ ;' ' How 
may our Devotional Meetings be made 
most profitable to the Unconverted ? ' 
' Why do so many Churches fail to reach 
the Poor ? ' ' What are the Duties of T. 
M. Christian Associations ? ' The lead- 
ing topic was the importance of develop- 
ing the lay talent in the Church. The 
prayer-meetings were very large and en- 
thusiastic, and the Holy Spirit seemed 
to be with us. 

" The Boston Association is in a very 
prosperous state ; about 500 young men 
have been added to the active member-' 
ship ; the morning and evening prayer- 
meetings are increasing in numbers and 
interest, and conversions in them are fre- 
quent. The monthly meetings are too 
large for the size of our rooms, and there 
is increased interest in the community at 
large in our work. 

" At Chelsea (a new Association report- 
ed last quarter) they have already over 
200 members, a fine reading-room, and 
sustain a weekly prayer-meeting. 

" Altogether the young men's work is 
looking better than ever before in this 
State, and we now only wait for the de- 
scent of the Holy Spirit, to reap a glo- 
rious harvest." 

Westfiehl.—-iS.v. E. B. Smith, Treasurer 
of the Association, writes : " Our Asso- 
ciation was organized in May, and now 
numbers 90 active, 12 Ufe, and 25 hon- 
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orary members. It may not be an unin- 
teresting fact (and it shows the interest 
felt in our Association by the Christian 
community) that the oldest lady in town, 
aged 86, is a life member. 

" We have fitted up, at an expense of 
$600, pleasant and attractive rooms in a 
building furnished us, free of rent, hj this 
same lady. Our reading-room is well fur- 
nished, and many young men visit it each 
evening. 

" We have weekly prayer-meetiugs, oc- 
casional public meetings in the churches, 
and sustain meetings in the outer districts 
of the town. We are also having a course 
of seven literary lectures. 

" We have the cooperation and sympa- 
thy of all the pastors and Churches in 
our work. We find the out-distriot work 
especially profitable, and, whatever may 
be the case in the city, in our country 
towns the work must be done by union, 
effort, and we must take the lend. 

" Our officers are : President, Jere. Hor- 
ton ; Vice-Presidents, John R. Reed, Wil- 
liam Sibley, Secretary, E. A. Booth; 
Librarian, Frank Leonard ; Treasurer, 
E. B. Smith. 

"We are out of debt, and our future 
looks bright. We have not yet appointed 
any literary meetings, but shall do so 
soon. Our great aim is to bring the 
young men here to Christ." 

JBoIyoke. — The officers of this Associa- 
tion (organized on the 20th of Novem- 
ber, 1866) are, William R. Baldwin, 
President ; A. G. Bassett, Vice-President ; 
D. D. Stevens, Secretary ; 0. L. Beach, 
Treasurer. This Society had its origin 
in a prayer-meeting, at first held by a few 
young men. The attendance, however, 
rapidly increased, partial canvass of the 
town was made, and it became apparent 
that the work by and for the young men 
could best be conducted upon the plan of 
our Associations. The Holyoke brethren 
have every reason to feel encouraged, and 
to press forward. 

Connecticut. — West Mcriden. — This 
Association had its origin in a young 
men's prayer-meeting, which waa estab- 
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lished last spring, and is still continued, 
alternating in the various churches in the 
place. A letter received from Mr. R. T. 
Spencer, Corresponding Secretary, gives 
an encouraging picture of the affairs of 
tlie Society. The sum of six thousand 
dollars has been raised, with which a lot 
has been purchased, building erected, and 
fitted up, containing a reading-room, libra- 
ry, and lecture-room, and also a conver- 
sation-room, a feature of their buildings 
which many Associations have heretofore 
neglected. 

Ansonia. — The Association at this place 
was organized nearly a year since, but no 
report of its affairs has been forwarded 
to the Committee. 

New Haven. — An Association was or- 
ganized in this city last summer, but the 
Committee have not been able to leam 
any particulars respecting it. 

Vermont. — Burlington. — This Associa/- 
tion is in a thriving condition, has eighty 
members, and maintains two mission- 
schools, and a large Sabbath evening 
meeting. 

Six Churches united in the Union ser- 
vices on the Day of Prayer, viz. : White 
Street and College Street, Congrega- 
tional; Pine Street and White Street, 
Methodist ; St. Paul Street, Baptist, and 
the Episcopal Church. 

Rev. Eldridge Mix preached on 1 Tim. 
v. 1 : " And the younger men as brethren," 
which he held to contain "the Scriptural 
law of influence over young men for their 
spiritual good." We wish this discourse 
could be largely circulated and carefully 
read. It could not fail to help on our work. 

New Yore. — In compliance with the 
recommendation of the International Con- 
vention, setting apart the first Sabbath in 
November as a day of prayer for Young 
Men's Christian Associations throughout 
the world, a meeting of deep interest was 
held in the evening in the reading-room 
of the New York Association. The au- 
dience in the well-filled room was made up 
largely of young men, who participated in 
the exercises with a freedom and an ear- 
nestness which betokened the presence of 
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the Spirit. The exercises were brief and 
Taried, and characterized by much broth- 
erly feeling. An affecting interest was 
given to the occasion by the rising of 
a young man to request prayers, who 
touchingly alluded to a mother's interest 
in the saltation of her boy. He has since 
given his heart to Christ. 

There was a reluctance to close exer- 
cises which were so grateful and blessed, 
and the time was somewhat protracted. 
It is felt that the day was one of much 
spiritual proSt. 

The Association and its two branches 
are in a thriving condition, the meetings 
well attended by young men, and all the 
committees performing their appropriate 
work. The donations to the building 
fund exceed §220,000, and vigorous ef- 
forts are being made to increase the sum 
to $300,000, with every prospect of a 
speedy success. 

Fourth Avenue Presbyterian Chureh, 
Young PcopWs Chrisl'imi Association. — 
This Association observed the day of 
prayer as recommended by the Conven 
tion. Their mcctmg was largely at- 
tended, and led by W. W. Van Nordcn, 
President of the New Orleans Association, 
who was formerly a member of that 
church. The object of this society is to 
promote social feeling and Christi.in sym- 
pathy among the young people of that 
church. It has enjoyed a high degree of 
prosperity ; some of those connected with 
it are among the most active and valued 
members of the New York Association. 

Brookhjn. — The increase of members in 

tliis Association has been very great 

rcachmg to 3,700. Concerts, at which 
musical talent of the highest order has 
been employed, -have been attended by 
.",000 persons at a time. No tickets were 
sold, but given freely to members only. 
Rev. C. n. A. Bulkley, as chaplain and 
actuary, entered vipon duty in January, 
eommcncmg a daily noonday prayer- 
meeting and a weekly Bible-class, with 
much encouragement. The regular and 
the social meetmga h.ave been largely at- 
tended. Essays have been read of a high 



order. A prayer-meeting every Saturday 
evening has resulted in many conversions. 
The missionary scheme of the Associa- 
tion is beginning to take new shape, and 
promises success. Altogether its pros- 
pects are remarkably hopeful. 

The first public meeting of an Associa- 
tion organized in the Eailern District 
( WilUamsburgh) of this city was held 
20th December. Notwithstanding the 
unpleasantness of the weather the at- 
tendance was large, and such as justly to 
encourage the hearts of those engaged in 
the enterprise. The young men leading 
the movement are much in earnest ; they 
have the sympathy of the clergymen and 
people of the district, and a prosperous 
career seems opening before them. Wm. 
H. Miller, President ; James A. Faulkner, 
Corresponding Secretary. 

Eiverhead. — Delegates from this town 
attended the State Convention of Young 
Men's Christian Associations at Oswego 
in October, and on their return sought to 
organize an Association, but, after con- 
sultation, it was decided to be impossible 
to do so. It was finally determined to 
hold a pi'ivate prayer-meeting for an hour, 
and five attended. But the number grad- 
ually increased. It was finally thought 
best to make these meetmgs public, and 
to obtain a room where they could be 
regularly held. These meetings were so 
manifestly blessed by the Master, that the 
way seemed clear for the organization of 
an Association, which was accordingly 
done, and the first public meeting held 
2d January. Two weekly prayer-meet- 
ings have already been established. 0. 
0. Wells, President ; E. E. Veils, Viec- 
President; Sylvester Lille, Treasurer; 
George P. Sweesy, Secretary. 

Troy. — The twelfth anniversary of this 
Association was observed 30th December. 
The reports we have received show that 
the meeting was a delightful and prof- 
itable one, and indicated clearly the 
sure hold which our brethren have upon 
the affections of the people of their city. 
The church where the meeting was held 
was filled to overflowing. Four churches 
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of the city omitted their Sabbath evening 
services, that their congregations might 
attend this anniversary. The Annual Re- 
port, submitted by Mr. Cl;irence Willard, 
President, sliows the organization in a 
most thriving condition. The receipts, in 
money, are stated at -57,565. T7, and other 
donations for the uses of the Society in 
its missionary work increase this amount 
to nearly §10,000. A balance of .5832.10 
remains in the treasury, credited to special 
departments of the work. A small debt, 
an inheritance from other years, yet bur- 
dens the Association; it haa been con- 
siderably reduced during the year past, 
and no doubt at Montreal it will be re- 
ported cancelled. The average attendance 
at their rooms is fifty. The daily prayer- 
meetmg at the room was revived October 
1st, which is still continued, with an aver- 
age attendance of twenty. A weekly 
prayer-meeting, solely for young men, is 
also maintained on Thursday evenings. 
Three hundred and ninety-seven applica- 
tions for situations have been made, and 
one hundred and seventy-eight furnished 
with employment, and also twelve chil- 
dren placed in comfortable homes. One 
Sabbath street^preaching service is regu- 
larly held. A Sabbath-school is conducted 
by members of the Association at the 
County Poor-House, and stated visitation 
of the Jail and Poor-House is also main- 
tained for the distribution of religious 
reading matter, and for conversation and 
prayer with the inmates. Chess, back- 
gammon, and dominoes have been intro- 
duced into the pleasant rooms of this As- 
sociation, and so far, in the opinion of its 
managers, with great advantage to all. 
We regret that lack of space forbids the 
making of extensive extracts from this 
most elaborate and encouragmg report. 

The recommendations of the Albany 
Convention in respect to the Day of 
Prayer were adopted, and carried out by 
the Association and a large number of 
the pastors of Troy. 

Saratoga Springs. — The constitution of 
this Association has just been issued in a 
neat pamphlet, which also embraces a list 



of the members — one hundred and thirty 
in all — the opening address of the Presi- 
dent, which ia an eloquent plea for the 
cause of the Society which he leads, and 
various papers of less importance. Hiram 
A. Wilson, President; Waldo M. Potter, 
and Demon Vail, Vice-Presidents ; Augus- 
tus S. Fondu, Corresponding Secretary ; 
Lorin B. Putnam, Recording Secretary. 

The Constitution of this Association 
contains special provisions for imposing 
upon the corresponding secretary the duty 
of maintaining communication with the 
Executive Committee, and supplying all in- 
formation requested by them. The Day of 
Prayer was observed by this Association. 

Gos/icu. — An Association is just organ- 
ized in tliis place, which has forty mem- 
bers. The citizens of the town take a 
deep interest in the movement, and sustain 
it by liljcral contributions of money, and 
donations of books for the library, and 
magazines and newspapers for the read- 
ing-room. The officers are now arrang- 
ing a course of lectures. 

Path. — A new Association has just been 
established in this place. Prof. Z. L. 
Parker, President ; Miles G. Graham, Vice- 
President ; J. Otis Fay, Curresponeling 
Secretary ; Philander P. Thorp, Record- 
ing Secretary ; De Witt E. King, Treas- 
tirei: The constitution of this Society 
possesses one distinctive and most impor- 
tant feature, which merits much consider- 
ation. None but members, in good and 
regular standing, of evangelical churches, 
holding the doctrine of "justification by 
faith in Christ alone," can become members. 

Auburn. — Wc make the following ex- 
tracts from the annual address of this 
Association, presented )2th November: 

"It will be seen from the secretary's 
record that there are now on our rolls 
ninety active, eiglit life, and twenty-three 
honorary members, and though the active 
list does not yet contain all the Christian 
young men of our city, yet we have as 
a nucleus a force large enough, if prop- 
erly organized and devoted to the cause, 
to do a great and good work for the young 
men of our city. 
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" The report of the treasurer shows a 
balance on hand of $151.87. There was 
raised among the members last spring, 
by subscription, the sum of §242.60, 
which has been mainly expended in fur- 
niabing the room. The Mission-School, 
on Lewis Street, near Fi-anklin Street, has 
been sustained with great success by the 
superintendent, Mr. Dana W. Bigelow, of 
tlie Semmary, and the excellent teachers 
associated with him, and the devotion 
and enthusiasm with which they have 
carried the work along have been, with 
the blessing of God, the cause of its suc- 
cess ; and I would recommend and enjoin 
upon all our members to visit the school 
whenever practicable, and, by studying 
its working, to be prepared to enter upon 
similar labor in other fields with the same 
efficiency and success. 

" Let us, dear brethren, ever bear deeply 
engraven on our hearts the great lesson 
we learned in the revival work of last 
\vinter, that great truth which should be 
the main spring of all our eDbrt and the 
renovator of our flagging zeal : the lesson 
that activity in all Cln-istiau work, with 
earnest prayer, is necessary to our spir- 
itual life." 

Jerse'j Cili/. — Two meetings have al- 
ready been held in this city for the pur- 
pose of organizing an Association, and 
there can be no doubt but one will be 
established, having the confidence of the 
Christian people of Jersey City, and the 
zealous support of the young men. 

Passak: — An Association has recently 
been organized in this place, and is iu 
successful operation. It enjoys in a high 
degree the conlidcneo of the pastors and 
churches of the place. St. John's Church 
assigns it a place in its stated list of col- 
lections ; a fact as rare in the history of 
the Associations as it is encouraging to 
our Passaic brethren. 

Philadd/jhia. — Tlie twelfth anniversary 
exercises of this Association were held at 
the Academy of Music, IDth November, 
last. We take the following abstract of 
the annual report from Our Young Men, a 
monthly paper pubUshed by that society; 



" The Association has provided spacious 
reading-rooms, parlors, and musical in- 
struments, where all young men were wel- 
comed. The Association now numbers 
1,500 members, and applications are pend- 
ing for admission from 400 young men 
who w-ill be elected at the next monthly 
meeting. It is hoped that, from exertions 
now being made, the number of volumes 
in the library will be doubled. Classes in 
elocution, rhetoric, music, and foreign 
languages existed, and had stated periods 
for meeting. A large number of young 
men had joined the prayer-meetings and 
Bible-class, and been brought to a knowl- 
edge of the truth. A committee was la- 
boring among the newsboys and boot- 
blacks, and it was hoped that a permanent 
home would soon be provided for these 
long-neglected classes. Young men, prin- 
cipally discharged soldiers, had been pro- 
vided with work and comfortable homes. 
The amount received during the year was 
§11,955.80, and the amount on hand 
was $1,00».49. 

" The Association, by means of Our 
Young Men, reports its various meetings, 
sermons, the debates in its Lyceum, etc. 
An item of especi.il interest and impor- 
tance is the list of boarding-houses which 
they can recommend." 

A State Convention of Cliristian As- 
sociations was held at Philadelphia, No- 
vember lutli and IGth. After various de- 
votional exercises, during the course of 
which members from Troy, Albany, Wash- 
ington, Harrisburg, and Pittsburg gave 
brief reports of the Associations they rep- 
resented, the Convention proceeded to a 
regular organization, under the following 
officers : 

President, Eev. T. II. Robinson, D. D., 
of Harrisburg ; Vice-President, John Wan- 
amaker, of Philadelphia ; Secretary, J. 
Albert Rondthaler, of Bethlehem. 

The Committee on Business reported 
the following sulijects for discussion dur- 
ing the morning session : 

1. How shall we get young men to work ? 

2. How shall we organize new Associa- 
tions ? 
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8. What shall we do to stir up the 
State of Pennsylvania ? 

4. What measures should be adopted to 
interest young men in our Associations ? 

The following resolutions were adopted : 

Whereas, we hare abundant evidences 
that God's rich blessing has attended the 
plans and labors of the Young Men's 
Christian Associations of the TTuitcd 
States : therefore, 

Resolved, That we earnestly request the 
Christian young men throughout the State 
to organize Christian Associations in vil- 
lages, towns, and cities where tlicy do not 
exist. 

liesoheth That we urge pastors of the 
churches to cooperate in this movement. 

Resolved, That we request the new As- 
sociations to report their organization to 
the Executive Committee, and to receive 
from said committee documents and other 
aid to assist them in carrying forward 
their operations. 

Resolved, That this Convention appoint 
an E.xecutive Committee, whose business 
it shall be to send a committee to every 
point where an Association does not exist, 
and endeavor to estabhsh one. 

A committee was appointed under these 
resolutions, as follows : 

Philadelphia, John Wanamaker, P. B. 
Simons, Thomas Tolman, N. F. Evans, 
R. n. Hinckley, G. W. Mears. 

Corresponding members of this com- 
mittee : Pittsbiirri, A. B. Kiggs ; Sdhlchem, 
Jos. A. Rice ; Harrisburg, A. T. Goodman. 

Piltshm-f/. — The Association organized 
but a short time since, in this city, sends 
to the Committee a most gratifying report. 
H. K. Porter, corresponding secretary, 
says: 

"The ministers of our city have ex- 
tended to us a most cordial greeting, and 
nothing can be asked of them that tliey 
will not willingly perform. The Associa- 
tion is assured of the earnest and hearty 
support of the Christians of our vicinity." 

December 30th a public meeting was 
held in one of the largest churches in the 
city, which was crowded to overflowing by 
an audience deeply interested in the As- 



sociation, and testifying that interest, by 
putting into the treasury over ,$1,100, and 
furnishing 26 life and nearly 100 active 
members to the rolls of the Society. 
Present membership, 175. A daily union 
prayer-meeting has already been estab- 
lished, and is carried on with the clearest 
evidences of the Divine blessing. Steps 
are now beiug taken to establish two cof- 
fee and lunch rooms, with reading-room 
attached. 

Maktland. — Baltimore. — A most inter- 
esting Convention of Associations fur Ma- 
ryland and the District of Columbia was 
held in this city in November. 

Washington. — Brother Browne, corre- 
sponding member for the District of Co- 
lumbia, issued a circular to all clergymen 
in liis District, urging an observance of the 
Day of Prayer, but no information has 
reached the Central Ofhce of the number 
and character of the services held in re- 
sponse to the request. A union meeting, 
under the auspices of the Associatioa, 
was held in the Ninth Street Presbyterian 
Church on that day. 

M''est Virginia. — Brother Oxtoby writes 
the Committee : " The work goes bravely 
on in this State. At every point from 
which I have been advised, there appears 
to be greater interest manifested in our 
glorious cause, and the young men of the 
State appear to manifest a deeper feeling 
for its welfare, advancement, and success." 

Wheeling. — The membership of the 
Association is steadily on the increase, 
and there appears to be a disposition on 
the part of a majority of the members to 
go into the work more earnestly, and on 
a larger and more extensive scale. Next 
year it is proposed to keep the rooms 
open every evening in the week except 
Sunday, enlarge the library, secure a sup- 
ply of religious papers and magazines, 
and open free reading-rooms. Prepara- 
tions are now being made for the tenth 
anniversary of the Association, which 
will be celebrated on Sabbath evening, 
February 24th. 

Clarksburg. — An Association was form- 
ed in this town on the evening of No- 
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Tember 9th, when the following named 
gentlemen were elected to the offices des- 
ignated : President, Rev. F. J. Gather ; Vice- 
Presidents, Revs. R. A. Blackford and A. 
Hall ; Corresponding and Eccordinc/ Sec- 
retary, 3. H. Blackford ; Treasurer, C. A. 
Steele ; Librarian, J. G. Thompson. The 
organization numbers twenty-five mem- 
bers, and the prospects are very encour- 
aging. 

Hitc/iielown. — An Association was form- 
ed in this town in November. The fc(l- 
lowing-named gentlemen are the officers 
of the organization : President, Isaac Stew- 
art ; Vice-President, E. Steele ; Secretary, 
William Hall ; Treasurer, Finley McKin- 
ley ; Librarian, Edward Harding. Some 
thirty or forty members are enrolled, and, 
by God's blessing, the Association will 
soon accomplish a good work. 

Moimdsvillc. — A letter just received 
from Rev. J. F. Woods, Secretary of the 
Association in this town', says : " We are 
struggling to get up a library. We have 
nothing encouraging to report. In the 
future, under the smiles of God, we 
hope better things." 

Onto.— n. Thane Miller, Esq., of Cin- 
cinnati, has accepted the post of Corre- 
spondmg Member of the Executive Com- 
mittee for the State of Ohio, in place of 
Mr. White, of Columbus, resigned. Bro- 
ther Miller's acquamtance with the work 
of the Associations, and his deep interest 
in them, guarantee to our brethren of that 
State the most faithful and useful service 
on his part. It rests with them, by a 
hearty cooperation, to render his labors 
successful. 

Cincinnati. — The anniversary of this 
Association was held on November 6th, 
1800, and the following-named persons 
elected to fill the offices for the ensuing 
year: President, William J. Breed ; Vice- 
President, Uenry W. Sage ; Correspond- 
iny Secretary, James B. Wilson ; Pccord- 
itig Secretary, L. Shcafif; Treasurer, L. 
H. Swormstedt. 

The Association is now occupving its 
new rooms on Vine Street, between Fifth 
and Sixth, compi-iaiug an attractive read- 



ing-room, furnished with a library con- 
taming 200 volumes, magazines, daily 
and weekly papers, religious and secular ; 
also a pianoforte for the use of musical 
visitors ; room open daily during the week 
from 8 A. M. to 10 p. M., and on Sunday 
from 1| to 9 p. M. A pleasant conversa- 
tion-room, in which amusements of an in- 
tellectual and harmless character are in- 
troduced, such as chess, checkers, and cro- 
quet. Open every evening except Sun- 
day. A large and convenient hall for 
lectures, concerts, and other public meet- 
ings, capable of seating five hundred per- 
sons, together with committee-rooms, etc. 

The rooms are open to all young men 
of the city, and strangers, and large num- 
bers, particularly during the evenings, 
avail themselves of their attractions. A 
Bible-class, conducted by the ministers of 
the different evangelical Churches, is held 
every Sabbath afternoon at 4J o'clock. 
It is largely attended, and proves of great 
haterest. The Association numbers three 
hundred and fifty active membei-s. Sus- 
taining members, one hundred. 

Lectures of an interestmg character are 
delivered every Sunday evening. In the 
hall there is a fine, large cabinet organ. 

An employment system, through which 
business men can obtain satisfactory as- 
sistance in any department, thus avoiding 
the visual delay and trouble in finding and 
Usteuing to applicants. 

Lectures — every mouth, third Tuesday 
evening. Occasional — on chemistry, law, 
busmess, etc. Inquiry meetings— Monthly, 
second Tuesday evening. Business meet- 
ings — Monthly, first Tuesday evening. Bi- 
ble-class—every Sunday at o'clock, 
r. M., in the hall. Union daily prayer- 
meeting, 12i to 1 p. M., in the hall. 
Prayer-meeting every Saturday evening 
from 9 to 10 o'clock. ° 
Kenton.— M the request of the Asso- 
ciation in this place, appropriate sermons 
were preached in the various churches, in 
observance of the Day of Prayer for As- 
sociations. In the evening of that day 
a union prayer-meeting was held in the 
rooms of the Y. M. C. A,, which was 
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largely attended. The exercises were of 
the most interesting and impressive char- 
acter. 

Toledo. — This Society, a short time 
since, issued a large four-page circular, 
setting forth their plans, and claims upon 
the commuuity for support. The organ- 
ization seems to be in complete working 
order. We commend to all the Associa- 
tions the following extract from the col- 
umns of this circular : 

"A Word to Kindred Associations 
Abroad. — To you we say, let us have 
your prayers for God's blessings upon our 
youthful ' Union,' now in its second year 
of effort, ble.=sed above the expectations 
of its friends, and looking for increased 
usefulness in the future. Let every young 
man coming from your Association to 
Toledo, for a long or short period, be the 
bearer of a letter of introduction to our 
President or Secretary, and we will take 
pleasure in introducing him to our Union 
and its privileges." 

Canton. — The Corresponding Secretary 
writes : " We organized April 24, 1866, 
but during last summer for want of a 
place to meet did not accomplish much, 
and, in fact, we are but starting now. We 
have a nuite of reading-rooms ready to 
open which are pleasant, and we think 
will do good in the way of keeping many 
of our young men from liquor-shops, etc. 
We have started a subscription for a li- 
brary, and already have raised §5,000, and 
will get more which we think will be a 
nice thing for a place like this. We have 
a field for work open before us, which, 
if we are diUgcnt and faithful, we can 
make to yield an abundant harvest for 
the Master's cause. We have now about 
40 members in our Association, but hope 
before the winter is over to have a much 
greater number. 

" Our officers are Ed. S. Meyer, Presi- 
dent; A. Kitt, Vice-President; Levi L. 
Miller, Recording Secretary ; Henry C. 
Fogle, Corresponding Secretary; Jacob 
Miller, Treasurer. 

Indiana. — Miskawaka. — The observ- 
ance of the recommendation of a Day of 



Prayer. Two sermons were delivered on 
Associations' work, one on the first Sab- 
bath in November, by Eev. E. Scofield 
(N. S.) Presbyterian, and another by Rev. 
R. H. Sparks (M. E.), both very able dis- 
courses. On the first Sabbath in Novem- 
ber, in the afternoon, a union prayer- 
meeting was held at the rooms. The As- 
sociation is rapidly increasing, and, with 
a new year there seems to be a determi- 
nation to do more. We arc trying to es- 
tablish a system whereby we can do more 
on the principle which you have with you, 
setting every member at work, that they 
may all feel an interest in the matter, and 
great work to be performed. Have ap- 
pointed church committees, visitation of 
the sick, and a temperance committee; the 
latter we need, as lir|uor seems to be on 
the increase, also drunkards, misery, and 
poverty. Hope to have a system of vis- 
iting and tract distribution established ere 
many months. 

South Bend. — The Day of Prayer was 
observed by a union meeting in the Pres- 
byterian church, where the several pastors 
were gathered, and addresses were deliv- 
ered by them and members of the Asso- 
ciation of that city. The Association is 
rapidly increasing, now numbers about 40, 
and they are having a course of lectures. 
Barnum and Greeley have already been 
there ; Milburn and Douglass have been 
engaged for January and February. 

Terre Haute. — The organization of this 
Association was completed January 8, 
1867, by the election of Oliver Bartlett, 
President ; Edward M. Malmsley, Vice- 
President; James M. Gordon, Recording 
Secretary; J. Edwards Saxton, Corre- 
sponding Secretary; Charles Oakey, Treas- 
urer. A reading-room will be opened im- 
mediately, and district prayer-meetings 
organized. The movement has the con- 
fidence and support of the citizens of the 
place. 

Michigan. — Detroit. — The second an- 
nual report of this Association was issued 
in December last, and presents a flatter- 
ing review of the work performed during 
the year. Expenses for the year, $1,701 
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66, and the Society begins this year with 
a handsome balance in the treasury. The 
reading-room is well supplied with news- 
papers anil periodicals. Fifty young men 
have been placed in sutisfactory situations 
by the Employment Committee during the 
yeai\ Present membership, 330, 75 of 
whom have been added the past year. 
The report indicates this as one of the 
most prosperous, and, in proportion to the 
3ize of its field, most useful Associations 
In America. It declares : " Our work has 
not been c-itended over the whole field of 
Christian enterprises. We have confined 
our labors to the sphere 'marked out for 
ourselves, haviiiy one aim and object, viz., 
the salvation of the younc/ men of the 
city." 

Kentpckt. — Louisi'iHc. — A leading 
clergyman of this city initiated the move- 
ment which resulted ia the organization 
of this Association, December 22, 1866. 
It has now 89 members. 

President, John L. Wheat ; Vice-Pres- 
idents, WilUam Muir, C. 0. Smith, Theo. 
D. Harris, William Robinson, H. H. Mon- 
roe, Benj. S. Miller, J. A. Hinkle ; Scc- 
retary, 3. M. Gleason ; Rfffislrar, John R. 
Watts ; Treasurer, Geo. S. Allison. For 
the present meetings are held in the va- 
rious churches of the city, but steps are 
Ijcing taken to secure permanent rooms 
in a favorable location, with every pros- 
pect of success. 

Missonni. — St. Louis. — We have no de- 
tails of the work of this Association for 
the past three months. The present of- 
ficers are : Weston Flint, President ; E. 
S. Greenwood, Vice-President ; Samuel 
Cupples, Treasurer; W. 0. Regal, Corre- 
sponding Secretarij; C. W. Fifield, Record- 
ing Secretary. 

St. Joseph. — An Association has just 
been formed at this place, l)ut no particu- 
lars have yet reached the Committee. 

Minnesota. — 3rmneapo!is. — Tlie circu- 
lar of the E.xceutive Committee relative to 
the Day of Prayer was reprinted by this 
Association, together with a notice of its 
own appointment for that day, and dis- 
tributed by them. On that Sabbath after- 



noon a large and interesting union meet- 
ing was held in Rev. Mr. Condit's Church, 
which was led by Mr. D. C. Bell, Pres- 
ident of the Association. 

Tennessee.— Mr. W. B. Toplill' having 
resigned as corresponding member of the 
Executive Committee, Mr. John F. Thom- 
as, of Memphis, has been appointed m his 
place. 

Louisiana.— xV^o Orleans.— Th\a As- 
sociation issued a special circular to the 
clergymen of that city, in furtherance of 
the recommendations for a Day of Prayer, 
and union services were held by them on 
the day designated. One sermon in ad- 
vocacy of the claims of our Societies was 
preached. 

Calipornia. — Sacramento. — An Asso- 
ciation has just been organized in this 
city. Sparrow Smith, Corresponding Sec- 
retary. 

England. — ^We take the following report 
from the London Quarterly 2fessenger : 

Leeds. — Distant friends will be glad to 
know that we are rejoicing in "rude 
health." We are thankful to say that 
there are very many young men amongst 
us who, though not long ago " dead in 
trespasses and sins," are now not only 
alive toward God, but blessed with such 
hearty life, that they are not content with 
enjoying their "privileges," but must 
needs break out upon the world " that 
lieth in the wicked one." They have en- 
rolled themselves amongst the aggressive 
Christians, the soldiers of Jesus, not un- 
willing to "endure hardness," and on 
every Sunday evening (and many other 
times too) they forswear the sweet repose 
of pews, and turn out into the highways 
and (gutters), compclUng people to come 
in to the Divine Feast. Let me tell you 
how the Lord's day is spent in our Asso- 
ciation. In the morning at 7 o'clock 
there is a prayer-meeting to seek a bless- 
ing on the day : and with prayer is com- 
bined free conversation on the Scripture 
appomted for the afternoon Bible-class. 
The early risers here joyfully gather the 
morning manna. In the afternoon at two 
o'clock those who are going fortli as " fish- 
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crs of men," (with " slips," and invitations 
to tlie Bible-class, and with kind per- 
suasive words by way of bait), angling 
for souls — assemble to seek the gift of 
wisdom from Him "who giveth to all 
liberally," and to rekindle their zeal and 
love with " eoals from off the altar." Then 
they go forth, humbly bcliering that the 
Spirit of God wiU deign to use them as 
His instruments in awakening the slum- 
berers, and arresting the thoughtless. 
Toward 3 o'clock the nets are hauled in 
toward No. 9, East Parade, and at 3 
o'clock the Bible-class is held, presided 
over by our friend Mr. W. H. Smith, who 
is indeed very much " had in love for his 
work's sake," and whom for want of a 
better word we caU our secretary, but 
might with much greater propriety call 
our bishop, in the first and best sense of 
that word. The attendance at the class 
reached about 70 in winter, and now may 
stand at 60. Indeed, I may here say, 
once for all, that the attendance on all 
the religious meetings, though very en- 
couraging last year, is fully oue-third 
larger this year. In this Sunday after- 
noon class simple passages from the Gos- 
pels are taken, fundamental trutlis are 
dwelt on, and thrusts are made direct at 
the heart ; for strangers are always pres- 
ent — young men who want plain and af- 
fectionate dealing. After the Bible-class 
there is a plain tea provided (a cup and a 
big hxm) for all who lilie to stay; the 
chief object being to make the strangers 
acquainted with their new friends. Tea 
over, the workers disperse— some to Duke 
Street, some to the Bagged School, and 
some to other original spheres of labor. 
For many of these youths are of an in- 
ventive turn, and discover all kinds of 
out-of-the-way devil's pastures, where 
they disturb the enemy of mankind griev- 
ously, and search for souls by all sorts of 
impromptu methods, trespassing in the 
grossest way upon what have been hith- 
erto the closes of Satan. The Ragged 
School is entirely dependent on the young 
men of our Association for the Sunday 
afternoon classes, and to a large extent 



for the Sunday evening services for the 
parents of the children and the ragged 
public generally. Duke Street chapel is 
a humble little building, in a low part of 
the town, to which a congregation of the 
roughest kind is gathered on the Sunday 
evenings, and where the most earnest 
attempts are made to plainly "set' forth 
Christ crucified " to members of tlie very 
classes who in the days of His flesh 
"heard Him gladly." The Lord's day 
being thus spent, we pass on to the week. 
Tuesday evening is devoted to a Bible- 
class, or Theological class of a more ad- 
vanced kind. The mind has its full swing 
here, though the heart is not checked. 
Papers are read on important topics — 
(such, for instance, as the Atonement, 
Justification, the Work of the Spirit) — 
and tlie papers are followed by conversa- 
tion of an animated kind. Friday and 
Saturday evenings are partly occupied 
with devotional meetings ; and here it is 
that the rod is raised to strike the rock, 
and set free the streams of life. It may 
be impossible in the human frame to lay 
finger on the gland or fold of brain where 
resides the soul, iut there is no difficulty 
ill ^;w^/iHf7 the Jiiir/er on iJie seat of vital 
power in Young Men's Christian Associa- 
tions ; for, hcyond controversy, it is the 
prayer-mcetini]. I have mentioned " sHps." 
It may be as well to mention that this is 
the name given to little handbills, con- 
taining two or three texts of Scripture, 
and a startling question, perhaps, printed 
so as to catch the eye, and insist on being 
read. They have been messengers of 
mercy to many who would have yawned 
over a tract, even if persuaded to begin 
reading it. More than a million of these 
sUps were distributed last year. But I 
must not forget to mention the Saturday- 
night crusade. This is a winter-night's 
work more than summer. Young men, 
gifted with adequate pluck (and it needs 
no little), and with the grace of God as 
their main-spring, take their stand on 
either side of the entrance of the princi- 
pal music-saloons, concert-halls, casinos, 
and other places of "entertainment for 
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man and beast " (particularly the beast), 
and assault the consciences of those who 
are going in, "slips," and kind words to 
butter them. And amongst those who 
are now anglers for souls, are those who 
not so long ago were thus hooked in as 
fishes. One of the chief police-officers of 
our town, a short time since, gave his 
unsolicited opinion that during the past 
winter not more than half the number of 
young men frequented these places of low 
amusement that were found there in the 
previous winter, a result which he con- 
sidered was largely due to the efforts 
of the young men of the " Saturday Night 
Brigade." Kor must I forget our " Young 
Men's Christian Abstinence Society," 
which numbers about members.* 
Our secretary considers that in efficiency 
for good, this agency is second only to 
the Bible-class. Total abstinence is never 
allowed to intrude upon the Gospel, but 
as a handmaid of the Gospel it has been 
most serviceable to many souls. It has 
emoothed the way back to the house of 
God ; it has brought the forlorn, disrep- 
utable, and self-despising into the outer 
court of the temple, and clad them anew, 
and made them breathe the exhilarating 
air of hope. Total abstinence, like many 
other means of good to the souls and 
bodies of men, has suffered from being 
extravagantly extolled by enthusiastic ad- 
herents ; but in its place, and judiciously 
used, it is an invaluable auxiliary to every 
institution that seeks to rescue the fallen, 
and to uphold those who " think they 
stand." And now I must close, with far 
more left unsaid than I have taxed your 
patience for leave to say, but hoping to 
gain your readers' oars again at some 
future time. E. B. 



* We are informed that tliis " Abstinence 
Society " forms no part of ttio orj?anizatioa of 
llio Leeds Association, and tliat it is not even 
grafted upon it. Wo are ylad of this, for Tiow- 
evcr right Individaai young men may feel It to 
be to becomo total abstainers, wo bold it a pity 
and a source of division and weakness, if any of 
our branches should adtl to the prime work of 
evangelization, the support or advocacy of any 
special public movement.— £a. London Qmr. 



Birmingham. — ^William Menzies, one 
of the secretaries, in a letter to a friend 
in this city, writes : 

" We are going on famously. Som3 
friends connected with us have opened 
Holder's Concert-Hall for services on Sun- 
day evenings. The fourth or fifth service 
was held last night, December 30th. God, 
I have no doubt, will bless us. "We have 
audiences of two thousand persons per 
night. The faces of many tell the story 
too plainly of weeks spent in haunts of 
vice and dissipation. God has opened this 
work himself in His own simple but bless- 
ed and effectual way." 

We are informed that these services are 
conducted solely by laymen of the various 
Evangelical denominations. The exercises 
consist in singing, prayer, reading of the 
Word, and sermons. 

Scotland. — Edinburgh. — Wm. Brown, 
Honorary Secretary, in a letter to the 
Secretary of the New York Association, 
states : 

"We have been favored, thank God, 
with considerable success in carrying on 
the work of extending the kingdom of 
our Saviour among our fellow young men 
in this city." 

Ireland. — Londonderri/. — The Stcin- 
diird of 27th of October gives four col- 
umns to the ceremonies attendant upon 
the laying of the comer-stone for a new 
building for this Association. 

The day was practically a holiday 
throughout the city. Bells were rung, 
and the vessels in the harbor decorated 
with flags. The Lord-Lieutenant of Ire- 
land was to honor himself, the city, and 
the occasion by his presence and partici- 
pation in the ceremonies. His excellency 
said: 

" Mr. President, my Lord Bishop, and 
gentlemen : I can assure you that it af- 
fords me no ordinary pleasure to lay the 
foundation-stone of this building. The 
social tendencies of the young men of 
any community, and not least of those 
engaged in mercantile pursuits, must be a 
question of momentous interest, and I am 
convinced that Associations of this naturo 
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have no inconsiderable share in moulding 
and influencing for good the character of 
their members. I shall not enlarge upon 
the spiritual benefits of the Christian 
Young Men's Association ; that topic will 
be more appropriately handled by the 
lord bishop, and by my excellent clerical 
friends who are about to address you. I 
am inclined to estimate highly the oppor- 
tunities for intellectual culture which are 
afforded by such institutions. I do not 
refer merely to the public lectures, but to 
the incitement given to those voluntary 
efforts without which real knowledge can 
never be attained, but I prize yet more 
highly the moral results of your Associa- 
tion. In rooms Uke those of the fair and 
capacious building which, I trust, will 
soon rise upon this spot, young men may 
spend innocently and profitably the hours 
which are left after their more laborious 
employments. (Hear.) I am glad to see 
that a certificate of character is required 
from all members upon their admission, 
and that you will thus have the advantage 
of forming a body of high-principled 
young men, well able to assist one another 
in their efforts after good. Valuing, as I 
do, the Christian Young Men's Association, 
and bound as I am by various ties to this 
ancient and important city (applause), I 
thank you for having invited me to be 
present to-day. (Great applause.) Sur- 
rounded by men of different classes and 
communions, meeting together in holy 
concord, I lay this foundation-stone. May 
the building, of which it is the beginning, 
long stand among those monuments which 
remind us of the warhke glory of this 
historic city, as a symbol of that peace 
and toleration, that Christian knowledge 
and virtue, which we know to be more 
glorious still ! " (Great applause.) 

Mr. Glendenning, tne Secretary of the 
Buildmg Committee, then read the follow- 
ing statement : 

The Young Men's Christian Association 
was founded in this city, in the year 1856, 
its object being to improve young men in- 
tellectually, morally, and spiritually. It 
was to consist of Christian young men of 



the different Protestant denominations. 
No such institution had existed previously 
in Londonderry. An association of young 
men had been formed a short time before, 
but it did not profess a religious charac- 
ter, and the want of such an institution 
as a Young Men's Christian Association 
was very much required. 

About twenty young men met, and 
formed the society. Its meetings were 
held at first in a room opening off the 
City Wall, opposite to the Widow's Row, 
but as the character of the society became 
known, a large number of young men 
connected themselves with it, and in the 
course of a year from its formation, larger 
and more commodious premises had to be 
procured. A house was found in Linen- 
hall Street, upon which the Committee of 
the Association expended about £130, to 
render it suitable for the purposes of the 
Society, and for the comfort of the mem- 
bers. 

Soon after the formation of the Asso- 
ciation it was connected with the London 
Young Men's Christian Association, which 
has branches throughout the United King- 
dom, and maintains a correspondence with 
similar societies in all parts of the world. 

The agencies of the Association have 
been Bible-chisses, prayer-meetings, edu- 
cational classes and lectures, also external 
work, such as cottage prayer-meetings. 
Sabbath-school.^, and tract distribution. 
The number of members connected with 
the Association at present is 212. 

During the course of last year the Cor- 
poration purchased the premises held by 
the Association in Linenhall Street, to 
make improvements in the city, and it 
therefore became necessary to decide upon 
the course to be pursued, and it was diffi- 
cult to obtain premises at a cheap rent, 
large enough to give the necessary accom- 
modation. Accordingly, a general meeting 
of the members and friends of the Society 
was convened on the 22d August, 1865, 
James Murray, Esq., of Caw House, Lon- 
donderry, the President, in the chair, 
when it was unanimously resolved that 
immediate steps should be taken to raise 
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the necessary funds for the erection of a 
new building, and a Building Committee, 
with full powers, was appointed. 

A subscription-list was opened, first 
among the members of the Association ; 
and so popular was the movement, and 
the object commended itself so much to 
the young men, that they subscribed in 
less than a week nearly £300. 

Great difficulty was found by the Build- 
ing Committee in obtaining a proper and 
central site ; but after considerable trouble 
and delay, the Linen Hall was purchased 
for the sum of £S00. A fee-farm grant 
has been procured from the Irish Society, 
and a contract has been entered into by 
the Committee with Mr. Robert Ferguson 
to erect the building for the sum of 
£1,973 17s. 8(1. The architect is Mr. 
John Guy Ferguson, of Londonderry. 
The names of the Building Committee 
are : Messrs. Hugh Stephenson, M. J. 
Alexander, Alexander Black, Samuel En- 
trican, James Irvine, J. W. Corbett, D. 
N. Burnsidc, John McAdoo.William Dixon, 
John Gamble, Eobert J. Black, George 
Howatson, Robert Hastings, and the Com- 
mittee of the Association for the time 
being. 

The foundation-stone has been laid by 
his excellency James Hamilton, Marquis 
of Abercorn, K. G., Lord Lieutenant-Gen- 
eral and Gener.al Governor of Ireland, on 
the 25th day of October, 18G6. 

Addresses were also delivered by James 
Murray, Esq., J. P. ; the Lord Bishop of 
Derry and Rapboc ; Rev.WiUiam McClure, 
and Rev. Robert Sewall. 

Mr. Richard Smith, of this Association, 
visited many of the American Associations 
during the past summer, and we are sure 
the brethren who were privileged to meet 
hira will be delighted to read the report 
we have given. 

Rockport, Mass. — The Secretary, Eeu- 
bca Brooks, Jr., in his annual report of 
this Association, recently presented, states: 
" Our meetings throughout the year have 
beea well sustained ; many new voices 
have been heard in our midst, and we 



have reason to believe that many hearts 
have been drawn to love their Saviour 
through the influence of our prayers." In 
the early part of autumn the Association 
decided to hold a monthly meeting, to be 
conducted like their regular prayer-meet- 
ing. For this purpose the chapel of the Sec- 
ond Congregational Church was obtained, 
and from the first the meetings have been 
very fully attended. " There is no doubt," 
says the report, " that this measure will 
prove of great benefit to those who take 
part in the meetings, as well as to others, 
for many young men are thus brought for- 
ward into active labor, who might other- 
wise never have felt able to begin in the 
regular prayer-meetings of the churches 
as generally conducted. The open cordial- 
ity and freedom of our meetings seem to 
have a charm which those of a more 
formal character do not possess." 

Poughkeepsie, N. Y. — On the 2d of De- 
cember last, the third annual report of 
this Association was presented. The 
President, Mr. J. H. Mathews, refers to 
the work of grace which prevailed in the 
Society at the beginning of the year, and 
says that they have the best reasons for 
bcUeving that not less than seventy-five 
men were brought to the Saviour through 
the efforts of the members. 

One himdred and forty persons have 
joined the Association during the year, 
and the present mcmljership is two hun- 
dred and two. One hundred and twelve 
volumes have been added to the Ubrary. 

The regular expenses of the year were 
$1030.18, and there remains a handsome 
balance in the treasury. There has also 
been expended in special efforts, $204. 

Three prayer-meetings are sustained by 
the Association — one at the rooms twice 
a week, and two in other sections of the 
city. These arc largely attended, and 
much evidence is given of the special 
presence of the Spirit. 

The Day of Prayer for Associations 
was generally observed in Poughkeepsie. 
Several clergymen delivered sermons ap- 
propriate to the occasion, and in the even- 
ing a union prayer-meeting was held in 
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the Washington Street M. E. Church, 
which was crowded. The meeting was 
interesting and profitable. The observ- 
ance of the day was seen to be directly 
beneficial to the Association. 

Columbus, O. — The preliminary meet- 
ing was held April 16, 1866. The per- 
manent organization of this Association 
was effected April 30, 1866, by the adop- 
tion of a Constitution and the election 
of permanent officers. 

The objects of the Association, as stated 
in its constitution, are : " The social, in- 
tellectual, and moral improvement of the 
young men of Columbus and vicinity, and 
the promotion of evangelical religion." 

Suitable rooms were provided and for- 
mally dedicated August 13, 1866. 

There are now two hundred and forty- 
seven members enrolled. Two debating 
clubs have been formed as a means of 
intellectual improvement. Meetings for 
prayer and conference are held twice a 
week. Business meetings are held twice 
a month. 

About $1,700 have been raised, about 
$600 of which have been appropriated for 
the purchase of a hbrary, and the balance 
for the furnishing of the rooms, rent, and 
contingent expenses. 

The lecture committee has provided for 
a course of public lectures, eminent lec- 
turers having been secured. Arrange- 
ments have been made for a thorough 
canvass of the city, for the purpose of 
gaining statistical Information. The fu- 
ture gives promise of success. The offi- 
cers are : E. E. White, President ; Rev. 
W. R. Marshall, Vice-President; Gordon 
Moodie, Recording Secretary ; S. M. 
Hotchkiss, Corresponding Secretary; J. 
E. Rudisill, Treasurer. 

David Gkame Greive. 

Died, 3d December, 1866, at Browns- 
ville, of congestion of the brain, in the 
faithful discharge of his burdensome du- 
ties as a minister of Christ, and a teacher 
of the young, David Grame Greive, Cor- 
responding Member of the International 



Executive Committee for Texas, aged 
thirty years. 

Mr. Greive was a native of Paisley, 
Scotland, where, at ah early age, he was 
apprenticed to the drug business. But 
having resolved to devote himself to the 
work of the ministry, he gave up aU 
thoughts of acriuiring a practical knowl- 
edge of the business, and assumed the 
duties of a city missionary in Dublin. 
Some three years since he emigrated to 
the United States, and, in the city of New 
York, continued his missionary labors, at 
the same time pursuing his studies in the 
Union Theological Seminary, where he 
graduated on the Sth of May last. Hav- 
ing determined to devote himself to the 
home missionary work, he became satis- 
fied that Providence indicated Browns- 
ville as his field of labor, and thither, 
after much thought and prayer, he pro- 
ceeded, arriving 2d July last. In a short 
time he became principal of the Rio 
Grande Female Seminary, and died while 
at the head of that school. 

Hindered by great disadvantages, by 
the lack of a generous education in early 
boyhood, and straitened in purse while 
pursuing his studies in manhood, he yet 
fought his way through the seminary, and 
was, when ordained, fully equipped for 
the work of the ministry. He had ac- 
quired a large knowledge of the human 
heart, and possessed much experience as 
a guide and counsellor of the inquirer. 
His efforts to lead sinners to the Saviour 
were signally owned and blessed, and his 
place surely is with those " who turn 
many to righteousness." 

His knowledge of God's Word was 
deep, practical, thorough. One of hia 
friends remarked that he never met a 
person who was so conversant with the 
Bible ; there seemed to be no passage 
which he had not carefully examined, and 
upon which his views had not been ma- 
tured by patient thought. 

He attained unto the life of faith a3 
few men ever do. Every interest, great 
and small, he committed, with an unfal- 
tering confidence, to the hands of God. 
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who was to him " a present help in time 
of trouble." He took up his daily du- 
ties, formed and entered upon the execu- 
tion of new plans, and abandoned old 
ones, he walked the streets, even, as if 
he felt the hand of the Father drawing 
him on. 

In the discharge of big duties as a 
minister, he recognized the truth that 
"God has made of one blood all nations 
for to dwell on the face of the earth," 
and by reason of this, for a time, incurred 
the hostility of many of those among 
whom he dwelt. But his patient, con- 
sistent, devoted life won such at last to 
his side, and they mourned with those 
who had always loved him when the 
grave shut him from their sight. 

Mr. Greive entered heartily upon his 
work as a member of our Committee, 
though his field was not one of the most 
hopeful, and exerted himself much for 
the organization of Associations in Tex- 
as, where, as yet, none have ever been 
organized. 

Earnest, effective, powerful beyond 
most in his calling, it seemed as if a long 
career of successful service was before 
him in the Master's work, but he sleeps 
in death on the field of labor to which he 
felt himself directed by the Spirit from 
on high, called soon from the trials of 
life to the peace of heaven. 

A devoted wife, who shared his early 
privations, and his joy when he assumed 
a ministerial charge, weeps bitterly by his 
grave. Two little children, too young to 
know their real loss, miss from the fire- 
side the gentle face and voice of one who 
waa to them a playmate and a guide. 

Lectors. 

Rev. W. C. Steel, pastor of the North 
Street Methodist Episcopal Church, Au- 
burn, N. Y., will receive proposals to de- 
liver his lecture on " Excelsior, the Young \ 



Man's Great Motto," before Young Men's 
Christian Associations, Lyceums, etc. Ad- 
dress box 301, Auburn, N. Y. 

What Workjtex may become. 

It. is not given to all to be masters ot 
song, Hke Burns ; of art, like Palissy or 
Gibson ; of engineering skill, like Stephen- 
son ; of critical acumen, like Gilford ; or 
of abstract science, like Ferguson or the 
elder Herschel ; yet these at first were aU 
poor or working men, who gained their 
education by their own efiforts — who did 
battle with pinching poverty, lack of 
educational means, prejudice of class, and 
all those lions which stand in the way of 
men of weaker mould. 

All cannot be field marshals in the 
army of life, but somewhat lower, yet 
very honorable grades, have been attained 
by men once in the ranks, who, while 
never for a moment despisiug the labor 
for which they gained honest bread, were 
not disposed to consider that working, 
eating, and sleeping are all that is worth 
livmg for. Their daily labor, honestly 
and intelligently performed, they felt 
themselves to be free citizens of the 
empire of thought, in which true men 
take rank according to what they essen- 
tially are, quite independently of the con- 
ditions of their life. 

When the sun shines it shines for all, 
lord and laborer; and the precious in- 
stincts which make men believe in good 
and beautiful things, treasure up and 
nourish the suggestions of universal Na- 
ture, and cultivate the talents intrusted 
to their care, are bestowed as impartially 
as the sunshine. Look mto any bio- 
graphical dictionary, and you will see 
how little the circumstances of early life 
have been able to impede the careers of 
really great men. Real mental energy 
soon masters them, and makes them 
I even aubservient to its will. 
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THE CONVENTION" AT MONTREAL. 

AT three o'clock p. m. on the 19th day of June next, as already an- 
nounced by the circular of the Executive Committee, the Twelfth 
Annual Convention of our Associations will commence its sessions in 
the City of Montreal. To this gathering, as the means of great and' 
permanent advantages to these Societies, as an instrument in the hands 
of the Master for the promotion of His work, many have been looking 
with full and hopeful hearts. They have seen how the power of these 
organizations has increased within the last four years, and how they 
have won their way to the hearts of those who once viewed them with 
doubt, or even positively opposed them. 

At Chicago, some thought it almost a question whether, as occupy- 
ing a special field, they should be allowed to continue a band' of asso- 
ciated organizations. At Boston, they took on character, and gathered 
influence, and those most active in them were encouraged by the sym- 
pathy and confidence there so generously manifested. At Philadelphia, 
the work to which they were called was clearly indicated, not without 
contest ami opposition, so that none could mistake their mission. While 
at Albany this mission was yet more sharply defined, the great cud 
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tliere attained, was the development of an enthusiasm in our work, in its 
liir;her and more spiritual forms, which has hrought rich returns during 
the year almost past, in great additions to the roll of Associations, and 
to that of memberships, and also in unprecedented efforts, put forth in 
faith and prayer, to preach the Gospel to young men heretofore un- 
reached. And these efforts have been blessed beyond the hopes of the 
most ardent. 

None can doubt but, as a result of this great revival, there will be 
jiresent at this Convention more representatives from new organizations, 
and from places whore others are in contemplation, than at any one pre- 
viously held. It is therefore obvious that the delegates at ^Montreal 
should strive, while neglecting no weighty matters, to set forth, in the 
clearest and most practical light, the modes in which our work is best 
per'brmed. If thought should precede a participation in the discussions 
and conversations of our meetings, that thought should be largely be- 
stowed upon the matters here indicated, and more especially pointed 
.out in some of the questions proposed to be submitted to the Conven- 
tion, and already distributed to the Associations. Further, let this 
tliought be presented by those most competent to do it with vividness 
and power. Let it be drawn out, treasured up, and borne away by those 
most competent to render it useful to the societies they represent. In 
a word, let the best men, the best for our real work, represei.t the Asso- 
ciations. We would urge this plainly, but with all proper deference. 
In the ten months that have passed, the Executive CoTumittee has been 
brought much in contact with the new Associations, and a keen appre- 
ciation of their needs prompts what has been written. Enthusiasm in 
a new thing will carry them through a sirgle year, but unless the Mon 
treal Convention accomplishes its tnio mission, it will probably be fol- 
lowed, to many, by a year of doubt and discouragement; perhaps, in 
despair, some will be given up. It is probable more new Societies will 
report at Montreal than the whole number reported at Albany a year 
since. It is for these new allies in this broad field, in this mighty work, 
that we now speak. 

Recalling the fact that eleven years ago but twenty-six Associations 
wore represented at Montreal, and that now more than two hundred and 
fifty are known to exist (while in one section but three at present corre- 
spond with the Committee), and that more have been formed w ithin the 
past year than had then been established, we can all go up to that citv 
with hearts filled with giatitude to our Master and Lord ; and espeelallv 
as we remember the blessed results which have followed the eflbrts of 
young men to lead their fellows to the Saviour. Of these results, let 
New Haven, I'rovidence, and the long list of others engaged in a kin- 
dred work, bear witness. 



WORK. 



"For God, in cureing. gives us better gifts 
Tlian men, iu beuedictiou. God says, ' Sweat 
For forelieads ; ' Men say, ' Crowns ; ' and so we are crowned. 
Ay, gastiod by some tormenting circle of steel, 
Which snaps with a secret spring. Get work ! Get wort ! 
Be sure 'tia better than what you work to get." 

Aurora Leigh. 

IN the life of Frederick the Great, we are tolrl that, at the baptism of 
one of the infant princes, the crown was placed upon its head ; and 
the weight of the crown, pressing on the yet imperfectly protected brain 
of the child, caused its death. How often have parents in our day 
killed their children by crowning them ! The child crowned with 
wealth has been killed for all manly exertion and enterprise ; and for 
all moral excellence, usefulness, and happiness. The child crowned 
with honor has been killed for all self-reliant and progressive effort. 
Tlie best endowment is, uo imposed crown which may be passively 
■worn, but the revelation of a distant crown, which must first be won 
before it can be worn. The real value is not in wealth itself, but in the 
work which its attainment costs. It is this which educates the man ; 
which develops and elevates his manhood ; which increases his power 
and capacity ; and multiplies his sources of enjoyment. It is 2^i'/>-suit 
that is pleasure, continuous and increasing; it is pursuit that warms 
and awakens, and nerves one's nature ; while attainment is compara- 
tively stagnation and paralysis. We were made for an endless pursuit 
— to be pressing forward and upward alvvays. There is a terrible epi- 
demic common to commercial communities; it is the idea that wealth, 
and not work, is the necessity and the end of man. Work is degraded, 
and wealth is worshipped. Fortunes are made suddenly by successful 
speculation, and the spectators, dazzled by the meteoric splendor oi 
such success, lose heart for their slow work, and become intoxicated 
with the idea that only the dull and stupid drudge and toil ; the wise 
and watchful at one bound reach the goal. By some happy chance, by 
some lucky venture, they hope to succeed. There is nothing more 
ruinous to the growth, and usefulness, and happiness of a young man 
than to become inoculated with this poison. Fortunes suddenly 
acquired have not made their possessor rich in the development of 
his power and patience and capacity: he himself has not grown with 
the growth of his wealth ; and so he is not equal to his property, and 
must soon lose it. Let me cite for my readers a significant faljle : 

" A gourd had wound itself aroimd a lofty palm, and in a few weeks 
climbed to its very top. 'How old mayst thou be?' asked the new- 
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comer. ' About a Inindred years.' ' About a hundred j'ears, and no 
taller ! Only look ! I liave grown as tall as you in fewer days than 
you count years ! ' 'I know that well,' replied the palm ; ' every sum- 
mer of my life a gourd has climbed up around me, as proud as thou 
art, and as short-lived as thou wilt be.' " 

The question for you is — Will you be a gourd or a palm ? If the 
former, tlien trust to speculation ; if the latter, then give yourself to 
■work. 

niese principles are universal. Tliey apply not only to the com- 
nibTcial sphere, but also to the intellectual and spiritual. Great men 
have always been great by their love of work. Tintoretto prayed hard 
for permission to fresco a house from cellar to roof, not because he 
wanted pay, but work. Ghirlandago wished that he might paint all 
the walls in Florence ! Hogarth said, " Genius is nothing but labor and 
diligence ; " and Carlyle confirmed this by saying that " Genius is 
t:'aiiseei:d'.."nt capacity for taking trouble." In study it is the j^rocess of 
loork that is the pleasure and the education ; and the profit is not in the 
facts gathered, nor in the infonnation gained, but in the tasking of the 
powers. Tlie higher you go the more importaat and imperative is this 
principle. In the highest or spiritual sphere, there is the most urgent 
dema-.id for hard work. Religion is exacting. You can have only ac- 
cording as you give. Give to Religion your choicest gifts and best 
efforts, your gold, frankincense, and tnyrrli, and it will give to you of 
joy and peace the full measure and running over. It is religious work 
in itself, rather than in its fruits, that is pleasurable and profitable. It 
■will be ruinous to our entire manhood, in all its elements and relations, 
if the present tendency to undervalue work be not watchfully resisted. 
The secret of warmth, and health, and growth, and power, and peace, 
and joy, is ivork. 



To speak more strictly, our corrupted hearts are the factories of the 
devil, which may be at work ■without his presence; for when that cir- 
cumventing spirit hath drawn malice, envy, and all unrighteousness 
unto well-rooted habits in his disciples, iniquity then goes on upon its 
own legs ; and if the gate of hell were shut up for a time, vice would 
still be fertile and produce the fruits of hell. Thus, when Ood forsakes 
ns, Satan also leaves us ; for such offenders he looks upon as sure q.nd 
sealed up, and his temptations then needless unto them. 

Sib Thomas Browne. 



CHRISTIAN CORDIALITY. 



WE value thino-s not only by their cost but by tbeir real effects. 
That which costs us much effort or money is valued accordinii,"- 
ly. This is the coratnercial idea, and is often the true one. The value 
of effects is not so readily understood, and therefore not so quickly ap- 
preciated. Their value does not show itself in a tangible currency, or 
an exchangeable commodity, and can be traced perhaps in its bearings 
only by the searching eye of the philosopher, or discovered as Time in 
his onward march unfolds it. The more simple the agency at work, 
the more subtle and wide-spread often arc the results. We miscalcu- 
late greatly the moral forces at work, if we estimate only those which 
are the most imposing and win the most ■applause. In the evcry-day 
concerns of life thei'e are powers of the most vital consequence at work, 
though comparatively unheeded; among which we may reckon Cordial- 
ity — a Cordiality purified by love to Christ — in short. Christian Cor- 
diality. 

We can perhaps best show the true spirit of Cordiality by no- 
ticing, in the first place, the effects of its absence or its semblance. 
That there can be a total absence of this principle it would be unphilo- 
sophic to maintain, theoretically it would be untrue. There is no heart 
but has at least the sparks of love within it, though they may be 
smothered by the ashes of selfishness and corruption. But tliere are 
those whose hearts send forth no glowing rays, scattering wai'mth and 
light in every direction. An exclusive sympathy they ?nay indeed have 
— a sympathy which selfishly diffuses itself within the narrow circle of 
friends, and only unlocks the shutters of the soul as interest or policy 
may dictate. There is no fieedora and no genuineness. There is only 
the cold marble, without the glow of life, finely modelled, and delicately 
polished, but lacking the inspiring influence of refulgent sympathy. 
Such lives may indeed be useful, but they are made repulsive by cold- 
ness and formality. Many Christians lose much of their effectiveness 
by an uncongenial spirit — sympathy is looked for in them, but when 
instead is found indifference and chilling formalism, the spirit is not 
only repelled, but our Saviour is dishonored. 

There is a Cordiality — so called in refined society — aped after by 
the less cultivated, which has the intelkctual semblance of Cordiality, 
without possessing it. There may be some palliation for a lack of 
true sympathy, arising from constitutional defects or false education, 
but for its hollow counterfeit there is none. Honest Cordiality, in its 
home-spun dress, is preferred to the polished disguises of the lips, and 
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the disguise is not so fully obscured as those who assume it often 
imagine. The heart has a language peculiar to itself, and it has been 
well said of that, "It would seem as if the heart of man stamps a secret 
mark on all its effusions, which alone can give them currency, and 
which no ingenuity, hovvever adroit, can successfully counterfeit." 

Suavity, politeness, and graceful speech are all beautiful and appo- 
site when they are the offspring of the heart; but when they are made 
the instruments of attracting popular favor, or the means of exhibiting 
a deceptive regard, they fail of their real power. The Chiistian cannot, 
with safety either to others or himself, indulge in beguiling flatteries or 
a feigned Cordiality. The deception will tend to hypocrisy on the one 
Land, and disgust on the other. The man who expects his base coin 
will escape detection, shows how little skilled he is in the knowledge of 
the human heart. 

It were difficult to define the character of that subtle agent which 
daily bathes all nature in its gentle waves — light ; scarcely less difiicult 
the task of analyzing the mysterious components of Cordiality. We 
feel its magnetism and see its effects. Cordialitv, as the word implies, 
pertains to the heart. The heart is its seat, and there can be no true Cor- 
diality unless it wells up from this fountain-head. It cannot be produced 
by the brain nor emanate from hj'pocritical lips. When Christianized it is 
essentially pure, tender, and unselfish. Kindred minds reflect each other 
by contact. Kindred hearts blend by association, and here we trace, in a 
degree, the true meaning of brotherly love. We witness its approxi- 
mate power in the intimacies of every-day life ; its completeness only 
when two individual hearts are fused — " in honor preferring one another." 
True Cordiality has no selfish ends to answer, no captious devices to 
entrap the unwary, no narrow circle for her action, no prejudice on ac- 
count of color, nationaUty, or circumstances. The world is the sphere 
of her effort ; the whole brotherhood of man the object of her regard. 
There is jiowcr in thought, in the action of one mind upon another ; 
but where thought fails, love often conquers. Intellect meets or at- 
tempts to meet intellect, but heart responds to heart when not calloused 
by sin. How intelligible is its language, though not a Mord is spoken! 
it speaks in the eye, glows on the cheek, quivers on the Hp, and conveys 
its indefinable and sincere utterances in the warm grasp of the hand. 
There is, then, power in a cordial Christian spirit, a power which we 
cannot afford to lose, a field too promising to leave uncultivated. To 
improve it, prejudices may have to be shattered, pride lowered, and 
deep-seated defects uprooted ; but the influence to be gained by this 
heart-power will be incalculable. 

While this theme is one of the widest possible scope, it has an ap- 
plication to Young Men's Christian Associations peculiarly important. 
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The lack of Cordiality in many of our cliurclies is a grave defect, espe- 
cially in tbe so-called fashionable churches. There may be all the eti- 
quette desirable, but what the heart yearns after — Christian sympathy — 
is too often a practical myth. The soul of brotlierly love seems buried 
beneath a conventional coldness. Our Associations, we fear, partake too 
much of this spirit. We cannot dilluse too warm an atmosphere of 
Cordiality about these institutions. Cold formalism should find no foot- 
hold here. Our position is peculiar. We are banded together as young 
men, and that too from dift'erent denominations ; we need each other's 
sympathy, and we should be so united as to practically forget our dif- 
ferences. Let this spirit manifest itself in all its fulness ; if it has been 
hitherto neglected, it should be sedulously practised. A little effort on 
the part of the members and officials, a little unbosoining of our 
better nature, a little more of the charity of our Divine Master, would 
change the whole atmosphere of our societies. In many of our Associa- 
tions we are brought in contact, to a considerable extent, with strangers, 
or at least with those needing the sympathies of friends ; let these 
young men be met as they come to our rooms, let them feel the friendly 
grasp of the hand, and hear words of cordial welcome and of inquiring 
interest. We need hardly add that if our sympathy is genuine, it will 
be practical, so faras circumstances, not convenience, will allow. A heart 
in sympathy with onr Saviour will dictate the manifestation of a cordial 
spirit. Let us seek that spirit, and then we shall be prepared to exer- 
cise a friendliness that will not only add to our sociality, but give 
greater efficiency to our real work — winning souls to Jesus. 



The number of those who pretend unto salvation, and those infinite 
swarms who think to pass through the eye of this needle, have much 
amazed me. That name and compellation of little flock, doth not com- 
fort, but deject my devotion ; especially when I reflect upon mine own 
unworthiness, wherein, according to my humble apprehensions, I am 
below them all. Sir Thomas Bkown-e. 



CovETOTJSNBSs cracks the sinews of faith, numbs the apprehensioo 
of any thing above sense ; and, only affected with the certainty of things 
present, makes a peradventure of things to come ; lives but unto one 
world, nor hopes but fears another; makes their own death sweet unto 
others, bitter unto themselves ; brings formal sadness, scenical mourn- 
ing, and no wet eyes at the grave. Sir Thomas Browne. 



WHY AEE THERE SO FEW ACTIVE MEMBERS IN OUR 
ASSOCIATIONS ? 



THIS is a practical question. We bear much of the need of more 
individual and associated effort. But why does this need exist? 
Why do only nine or ten in a hundred exert vigorous and systematic 
effort, devoting time and talents on our committees, and in the various 
departments of the work, and all the rest, or the majority, remain an 
ineit and useless mass? 

This inactivity is attributable either to lukewarmness in religion, or 
to a want of a realizing apprehension of the amount of work to be done, 
the absolute necessity of its immediate accomplishment, the glorious 
reward of its faithful performance, and the awful consequences of leav- 
ing it undone ; or else, to a lack of confidence in the methods of work 
adopted. Let these three qualities exist, and individual and associated 
effort will naturally follow. Tlie latter are consequent; the former are 
antecedent and are the motive power. 

An indifferent man never accomplishes much anywhere, either in 
things secular or spiritual. Wliat is primarily needed by every mem- 
ber, but especially by the inactive, is more of Christ's presence in the 
heart. Let them look more to Him, and drink longer and more deeply 
of the fountains of living waters He has provided, and they will ere long 
imbibe sufficient to urge them on to earnest and self-denying activity. 
It is a lamentable fact that the Word of God is slighted" and neglected 
by the majority of young professing Christians. IIow often is it prac- 
tically treated as inferior to the general literature of the day ! Where 
there is so little time devoted to the essentials of Christian vitality, 
there must necessarily supervene s])iritiial debility and languor. 

Bnt there must also be an intelligent view of the field of labor, its 
character and extent. Without this, effort, if exercised at all, will gen- 
erally be desultory, and soon languish. Reflection upon these topics 
will hold forth inactivity in all its glaring culpability. We theoretically 
acknowledge it sinful, but is it practically felt to be so ? AMiat renders 
it so ? Every consideration ; but particularly the work to be perfoiraed 
Inactivity is sinful because the work cannot be deferred a moment ; it 
must be done now or forever left undone. We move amid the most 
tragic events. Any moment may determine the everlasting loss of 
those with whom we have to do, or remove us from this sphere of 
activity. 

It is, moreover, sinful, because of the extent of the work. How 
inconsistent professedly to acknowledge the obligation and propriety of 
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our duty, and yet to act as though it were a matter of trifling raomeut 
either to ourselves or others ! It would be inestimably important if 
there were but one soul to save. How much greater the importance 
of the salvation of myriads ! But many never reflect at all upon the 
vast extent of the work and its momentous consequences. True they 
may entertain a general indefinite conception of these facts, but there is 
no intelligeut realizing apprehension of them. There is nothing of that 
apprehension of the sin, and misery, and necessities of unsaved human- 
ity which prompted our Saviour to exclaim, " The harvest truly is plen- 
teous, but the laborers are few ! " An intelligent reflection upon the 
character of the work, how much should and may be done, the reward 
that awaits the faithful, and the sinfulness of delay and indifference, 
would go far toward energizing the inactive in our midst. 

Much individual or associated effort, however, cannot be expected in 
our Associations unless there is confidence in their method of work. 
Wisdom dictates that effort should be exerted to the best possible ad- 
vantage, and it is prudent to discriminate between methods. But is 
not one of the distinctive excellences of our Associations the adaptive- 
ness of their methods to the present need and the prompt accomplish- 
ment of their exalted mission ? Certainly they aft'ord an immense 
advantage over separate or isolated effort. No one who appreciates 
well-organized and well-directed Christian eflbrt, can fail to perceive that 
here is afforded an effective means of Christian work. It is believed 
that a more earnest Christian spirit, with a broader and more intelligent 
apprehension of the urgency and paramount importance of our mission, 
and a better understanding and appreciation of the promises to the 
faithful, with due confidence in our organization, will arouse into whole- 
some activity the hitherto dormant majority of our Associations, and 
secure the salvation of many souls. 



In this virtuous voyage of thy life hull not about like the ark, with- 
out the use of rudder, mast, or sail, and bound for no port. Let not 
disappointment cause despondency, nor difficulty despair. Think not 
that you are sailing from Lima to Manila, when you may fasten up the 
rudder and sleep before the wind ; but expect rough seas, flaws, and 
contrary blasts ; and it is well if by many cross-tacks and veerings you 
arrive at the port; for we sleep in lions' skins in our progress unto 
virtue, and we slide not, but cHmb unto it. 

Sir Thomas Browne. 



"THE INFIDELITY OF THE FUTURE." 



IF in the dawDing of our national struggle it bad been permitted us 
to look fonvard, and to rigbtly comprehend the magnitude of the 
coming strife, how different would have been our preparation, and how- 
many noble lives spared, whose record now glorifies that sad page of our 
nation's history ! 

To-day may we not anticipate the coming of another struggle, and 
find in the contemplation of the moral and social future a prudent fore- 
warning ? For while the divine gift of prophecy rests not now with 
man, and past and present now limit the human vision, yet in them we 
may find the germ and exponent of future infidelity. 

Skepticism adapts itself to the age. The dogmas of the Paine and 
Voltaire school, that waged so sturdy a warfare in days gone by, have 
lost their prestige when opposed to the keen weapons of educated 
Christianity; and in the modern press, and the enlightenment of the 
masses, Atheism finds a rampart upon whose face old engines make no 
faw 

The infidelity of the past was fostered by master-minds. The masses 
til ought little, and looked to the educated few for their doctrines and 
beliefs : to-day the people think, and the danger of error is reversed. 
Our fathers worshipped education : we pay tribute to intellect, and 
Kationalism is the foe which seems next to be encountered. 

The "progressive " theoiy, viewed as a theory, and with no attempt 
to trace it back to its source, or forward to its culmination, is one of 
the grandest subjects of contemplation afforded in the study of Ethics. 
To a mind ruled by reason, it presents only the sublime spectacle of a 
world steadily advancing to perfection — an inevitable propulsion, as 
it were, of universal humanity to a higher plane of morality. " Pro- 
gression " is the war-cry of the disciples of men like Gall, Spurzheim, and 
Combe. It appeals to the intellect, and ignores the conscience. The 
German universities yearly infuse into the social and moral atmosphere 
a deadly miasma ; and from the walls of Scotch and French academies 
proceeds the worst scourge of humanity — men of mind, with that mind 
perverted; men of godlike capacity for good, schooled to a Satanic 
power for evil. To them faith is a delusion, for its revelations are at- 
tainable through no mental process. Reason alone is worthy of confi- 
dence, and a logical theory is preferable to an intuitive fact. 

This, then, is the character of the rising generation of skeptics 

leamed, keen, unimpassioned, men of brain, not men of heart. It be- 
hooves us then, as those upon whom the brunt of the defence must fall, 
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injustice to ourselves and to our cause, to be well prepared. We must 
learn to meet thought with thought, logic with logic, and above all to be 
steadfast in faith. Using argument and logic, not to defend our belief 
to ourselves, but to convince others. While we know that our religion 
is, let us arm ourselves with the very weapons of our adversaries, that 
even on their own ground we may not be confused. Let us read care- 
fully, study, and thiuk earnestly and prayerfully, that we may riffhtly in- 
fluence others devoid of that precious faith which to us is confirmation. 
For in a union of childlike faith and godlike reason, of which Paul pre- 
sents so noble a type. Rationalism must find its mightiest foe, and Chris- 
tianity its most potent defence. 

" Be ye wise as serpents, and harmless as doves," is the Divine ex- 
hortation, which now, more than ever before, should fill the hearts of 
Christian young men. 



SUBMISSION. 

But that thou art my wisdom. Lord, 

And both mine eyes are tliine. 
My mind would be extremely stirr'd 

For missing my design. 

Were it not better to bestow- 
Some place and power on me ? 

Then should thy praises with me grow, 
And share in my degree. 

But when I thus dispute and grieve, 

I do resume my sight ; 
And pilfering what I once did give, 

Disseize thee of thy right. 

How know I, if thou shouldst me raise, 
That I should then raise thee ? 

Perhaps great places and thy praise 
Do not so well agree. 

Wherefore, unto my gift I stand ; 

I will no more advise. 
Only do thou lend me a hand, 

Since thou hast both mine eyes. 

Geoboe Herbert. 



SIR PHILIP SIDNEY— THE GENTLEMAN. 



[From an Unpublished Lecture by Geoege W. Cnniis, Esq.] 

THIS is the story of Philip Sidney — a letter, a book, a liattle. How 
little to justify his unique fame ! How invisible his perfomiance 
among the illustrious events of bis prodigious age ! Yet is not the instinct 
of the human heart true ; and in the stately society of his time, if Ba- 
con were the philosopher, Shakespeare the poet, Burleigh the counsellor, 
Raleigh the soldier, Drake the sailor, Hooker the theologian, Essex the 
courtier, and Gresham the merchant, was not Philip Sidney as distinc- 
tively the gentleman ? Heroes stood beside him in clusters, poets in 
constellations; all the illustrious men of the age achieved more tangible 
results than he, yet none of them has carved his name upon history more 
pennanently, and with a more diamond-point ; for he had that happy har- 
mony of mind and temper, of enthusiasm and good sense, of aceoraplishment 
and capacity, which is described by that most exquisite and moi^t abused 
word, gentleman ; his guitar hung by a ribbon at his side, but his sword 
hung upon leather beneath it. His knee bent gallantly to the queen, 
but it knelt reverently also to his Maker. And it was the crown of 
the gentleman that he was neither ashamed of the guitar nor of the 
sword, neither of the loyalty nor the prayer; for a gentleman is not an 
idler, a trifler, a dandy ; he is not a scholar only, a soldier, a carpenter, 
a merchant, he is the flower of men, in whom the accomplishment of 
the scholar, the bravery of the soldier, the skill of the carpenter, the 
sagacity of the merchant, all have their part and appreciation. A sense 
of duty is his main-spring, and, like a watch crusted with precious stones, 
his function is not to look prettily, but to tell the time of dav. 

Philip Sidney was not a gentleman because his grandfather was the 
Duke of Northumberland, and his father Lord Deputy of Ireland, but 
because he was himself generous, simple, truthful. He was boru with a 
gold spoon in his mouth, but the gold is only the test ; in the mouths of 
the base it becomes brass and iron. George the Fourth, called with bitter 
irony the first gentleman in Europe, was born with the gold spoon, but 
his acrid humors turned it to the basest metal, betraying his mean soul. 
George Stephenson was bom with the pewter spoon in his mouth, but 
the true temper of his soul turned it into pure gold. The test of a gen- 
tleman is his use, not his uselessness ; whether that use be direct or 
indirect, whether it be actual service or only inspiring and aiding action. 
" To what purpose should our thoughts be directed to various kinds of 
knowledge," wrote Philip Sidney, in IS'? 8, "unless room be afforded 
for putting it into practice, so that public advantage may be the result ? " 
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And Algernon Sydney said, nearly a century later : " I have ever liad in 
my mind, that when God should cast nie into such a condition as that 
I cannot save my life but by doing an indecent thing, He shows me the 
time has come wherein I should resign it." And when that time came, 
he did resign it. For every gentleman instinctively serves Justice and 
Liberty. He feels himself personally disgraced by an insult to human- 
ity, for he too is only a man ; and however stately his house may be, 
and murmurous with music, however glowing with pictures, and grace- 
ful with statues, and reverend with books ; however his horses may 
out-trot other horses, and his yachts outsail all yachts, the gentleman is 
king and master of them, not their servant. He wears them for orna- 
ment, like the ring upon his finger, or the flower in his button-hole ; he 
knows that all their worth came from human genius and human train- 
ing; and, loving man more than the works of man, he instinctively 
springs to relieve whatever in the shape of man is degraded, outraged, 
and forsaken. He does not make the poverty of others the reason for 
robbing them ; he does not make the oppression of others the reason 
for oppressing them, for his gentility is part and parcel of his religion ; 
and, therefore, with simple truth and tender audacity, the old English 
dramatist, Dekkar, calls him who gave the nauje to our Religion, and 
who destroyed the plea that might makes right, "the first true gentle- 
man that ever breathed." 

But not only is Philip Sidney's story the poem of a gentleman, 
it is that of a young man. It was the age of young men. No man 
was thought flippant, whatever his years, who could say a good thing 
well, or do a brave thing successfully, or give the right advice at the 
right moment. The great men of the day were all young. At six- 
teen. Bacon had already sketched his Philosophy; at seventeen, Wal- 
ter Ealclgh had gone to find some good wars; at seventeen, Edmund 
Spenser had first published ; before he was twenty, Alexander Far- 
nese. Prince of Panna, and the greatest general of Sidney's time, 
had revealed his masterly genius ; at twenty-one, Don John, of Aus- 
tria, had been commander-in-chief against the Moors ; the Prince of 
Conde and Henry of Navarre were leaders while they were yet boys ; 
at twenty, Francis Drake sailed a captain with John Hawkins, and the 
Washington of European history, to whom an American has for the 
first time paid just homage, with an enthusiasm and eloquence worthy 
of Sidney describing his friend — at twenty, William of Orange com- 
manded an array of Charles the Fifth. When England wanted leaders 
in those tremendous days that shaped her destiny, it did just what 
America did in those late perilous hours that determined hers, she sent 
young men with faith in their hearts and fire in their veins, not old men 
with feathers in their hats. 
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And cvcrywlicrc it is the young men who have made histfuT. 
At thirty-two, Alexander wept for another world to conquer ; on his 
thirty-seventh birthday, Raphael lay dead beneath his last picture ; 
at thirty-six, Mozart had suug his swan-song; at twenty-five, Han- 
nibal was commander-in-chief of the Carthaginian armies ; at thirty- 
three, Tureniie was marshal of France; at twenty-seven, Bonaparte 
was triumphant in Italy ; at forty-five, Wellington had conquered 
Bonaparte, and at forty-eight retired from active military service ; at 
fortv-three, Washington was chief of the Continental army, and on his 
forty-fifth birtliday, Sherman was piercing the heart of the American 
Rebellion ; and bef(3re he was forty-three. Grant had fought it out on 
this line to perfect victory. 

Young men! of course they were young men; youth is the main- 
spring of the world. ' The experience of age is wise in action onlj^ 
when it is electrified by the enthusiasm of youth. Show me a 
land in which the young men are cold and skeptical and prema- 
turely wise, in which polite indifl^erenee is called political wisdom, 
and contempt for ideas common-sense : show me a land in which 
the young men are more anxious about doing well than about doing 
right, and I will show you a country in which public ruin overtakes 
private infidelity, and in which, if there were originally a hope for man- 
kind, a faith in principles, and a conquering enthusiasm, that faith, 
hope, and enthusiasm are expiring like the deserted camp-fires of a re- 
tiring arm_y. Woe to a man when his heart grows old! Woe to a nation 
when its young men shuffle in the gouty shoes and limp on the untimely 
crutches of age, instead of leaping along the course of life with the 
jubilant spring of their years and the sturdy play of their own muscles ! 

Sir Philip Sidney's was the age of young men, and wherever there is 
self-reliance, universal human sympathy, and confidence in God, there 
is the age of youth and national triumph, just as wherever Joan of Arc 
leads the army, or Molly .Stark dares to be a widow, or Rosa Bonheur 
paints, or Hattie Ilosmer carves, or Jenny Lincl sings, or Mrs. Patten 
steers the wrecked ship to port, or the nameless thousands of noble 
women give themselves to the Sanitary Commission, or to the teaching 
of the frecdmcn — there is the age and sphere of woman. Queen Eliza- 
beth's was the ago of yimng men — but so it is always when there are 
young men who can make an age. And ours is such an age. We live 
in a country which has been saved by its young men ; before us opens 
a future which is to be secured by the young men. 

I have not held up Sir Philip Sidney as a reproach, but only 
for his brothers to admire — only that we may scatter the glamour of 
the past and of history, and understand that we do not live in the 
lees of Time and the world's decrepitude. There is no country so 
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fair that ours is not fairer ; there is no age so heroic that ours is 
not as nohle ; there is no youth in History so romantic and behn'ed 
that in a thousand American homes they are not weeping for his 
peer to-day. It is the Sidneys we have known who interpret this 
Philip of three hundred years ago. Dear, noble gentleman, he does 
not move alone in our imaginations, for our own memories supply 
his splendid society. We have seen our own friends, companions, 
brothers, turning from the soft circles of home, from the work of the 
office, from the labor of the field, and, led by an inspiration as lofty 
as his, joining the great army of human liberty and equal rights that 
swept Virginia clean, that scourged with righteous fire the soil of Geor- 
gia and the Carolinas, that chased and sunk the pirates on the sea; 
we, too, have seen, how often and how often, the bitter fight of the 
raisty morning on the Isel — the ringing charge, the fatal fall ! A 
thousand times we saw the true Sidney heart that, dying, gave the cup 
of cold water to a fellow-soldier. And we, for whom the Sidneys died, 
kneeling upon their fresh graves, renew our vows to the eternal Eight 
for which they fell, and thank God for showing us here, in our own 
homes, as in history, that the noblest traits of human character are still 
spanned by the rainbow of perfect beauty, and that human love and 
faith and fidelity, like clay and night, like seed-time and harvest, shall 
never, never fail. 



LITTLE THINGS. 

[Selected.'] 

In these sharp extremities of fortune 

The blessings which the weak and poor can scatter 

Have their own season. 'Tis a little thing 

To give a cup of water : yet its draught 

Of cool refreshment, drained by fevered lips, 

May give a shock of pleasure to the frame 

More exquisite than when nectarean juice 

Renews the life of joy in happiest hours. 

It is a little thing to speak a phrase 

Of common comfort, which by daily use 

Has almost lost its sense : yet on the ear 

Of Him who thought to die unmourned, 'twill fall 

Like choicest music ; fill the glazing eye 

With gentle tears ; relax the knotted hand 

To know the bonds of fellowship again ; 

And shed on the departing soul a sense 

More precious than the benison of friends 

About the honored death-bed of the rich, 

To him who else were lonely, that another 

Of the great family is near and feels. — Talfoukd. 



ASSOCIATION MATTERS, FOREION AND DOMESTIC— COKRESPON- 
DENCE, Etc. 



The Association's are rfqcesteo to 
REPORT, at Montreal, the number of 

COPIES OF THE QdaRTERLY THEY WILL RE- 
QBIRE FOR THE COMING YEAR. 

Tbe Executive Committee again press 
upon the attention of the Corresponding 
Members and upon tbe Associations the 
importance : 

1. Of forwarding to the Central Office, 
No. 161 Fifth Avenue, New York, a brief 
iStatement of tlie Worli, Plans, and Con- 
dition of the various Associations, and 
also incidents of interest respecting the 
work in wliicii they are engaged. To be of 
any avail for the next number of the Qiiar- 
lerli/, these reports should be in our hands 
before July lOtb. 

2. Of securing short and pointed arti- 
cles for the columns of the Qunrterli/. 

■i. Of sending to tbe Committee a copy 
of the last annual report of each Associa- 
tion, as well as copies of all cards, tracts, 
and papers issued by them. 

It is not possilile for the Committee to 
supply No. 1 of the Quarterli/. Two thou- 
sand copies were printed, and there are 
none on hand. Should the additional num- 
ber of subscribers warrant it, an edition 
can bo published to supply them, but at 
present such a step would not be .justifiable. 

Nova Scotia. — HuH/ux. — Tbe thir- 
teenth annual report nf this Association 
has been received. It shows great com- 
pleteness in tlio woi'liiug arrangements of 
the Society, and niucli success in the pros- 
ecution of the work before them. Tbe 
prayer-meetings are reported as most 



interesting, and much stress is properly 
laid upon them. This Society clings fast 
to the religious element in the scheme of 
our organizations, and, as a consequence, 
is prosperous. 

Presidoit^ John S. Maclean ; Secretarr/, 
Henry Theakston. 

Casaoa East. — Montreal. — -We regret 
that our space will not allow an extended 
notice of the annual festival of this Asso- 
ciation, and copio\is extracts from tlie in- 
teresting spceelies delivered on that occa- 
sion, especially that of General Russell, 
commander of tbe forces of tbe district, 
who has taken hold most vigorously of tbe 
work our brethren of this city have in hand. 
This Association has always adhered most 
tenaciously to the proper work of these 
societies, and its delegates, ever influential 
in uur Conventions, have sought to hold 
other societies to tbe same work. 

Canada West. — Toronto. — Brother An- 
derson writes ; 

" I have nothing special to send you 
for the past quarter, but would say that 
this Association is still prosperous, in- 
creasing in numbers, and opening up wider 
fields of usefulness. During the past 
quarter our weekly meetings have been 
more largely attended by members than 
heretofore, more freedom exhibited in the 
discussion of to|)ics introduced, and more 
interest shown in the noble work of win- 
ning souls, and some young men among 
us have beau earnestly seeking for peace 
and salvation tlirough a risen Saviour. 
Our prayer-meetings established in vari- 
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ous parts of the city have been well at- 
tended, iiiineipally by the youn?, and the 
tone of the meetings is gooii. Short ad- 
dresses, earnest prayers, and lively singing 
have kept up the interest and warmed the 
hearts of those engaf^ed in this work. We 
pray that the ' good seed ' sown may blos- 
som and bring forth abundant fruit, and 
prove to be the ' power of God ' in the 
hearts of the peojile. We are looking for 
larger rooms, and hope ere June to be able 
to welcome our visiting brethren in a com- 
modious place. Our hbrary is constantly 
receiving donations, and our reading-room 
is supplied with the cream of current Eng- 
lish and American periodical literature. 

"A few woi'ds about other Associations 
ID Canada West. 

" Kiiiffn/on, recently organized, numbers 
over thirty members, and have established 
cottage prayer-meetings, held a very suc- 
cessful public meeting, and are going for- 
ward, and will give a good report of work 
done at the Convention. 

" Paris is .".Iso alive, and have been add- 
ing to their numbers and widening their 
range of usefulness, especially by the si- 
lent though potent power of the press. 

" I regret that as yet I am unable to add 
Hamilton to the number of Associations, 
but hope that ere long some vigorous 
Christian will go to work in that city and 
organize an Association there. I am do- 
ing all I can to bring aljout such a result. 

" Of St. Thomas I have no report, but 
we shall hear from them in June. 

London is carrying on the good work, 
and we may be assured that they will not 
be found wanting when we meet in Mon- 
treal. 

" May God grant us His richest bless- 
ings on our meeting there ! I say ' our 
meeting,' for, although the writer will not 
be able to be present, his heart will be 
there, and from a far-off land he will 
think of and pray for the brethren in 
Christ who may ' gather at the river.' 
Oh, may streams of refreshing grace flow 
from that meeting, to revive, quicken, 
and inspire our young men to ' stand up 
for Jesus,' to work harder in His cause, 



and to make our country great in that 
' righteousness that cxaltuth a nation I ' " 
Maine. — Portland. — A Christian Con- 
vention was held in this city in February 
last, under a call issued by the Associa- 
tion, and continued through two days. 
Many delegates were present. The speech- 
es were spirited, and deeply religious. 
Arrangements were made for the calling 
of County Conventions, and none can 
doubt but gi-eat good must result from 
this forward step taken by our brethren 
of this stricken city. 

New H.vmtshire. — Exelcr. — Brother 
Hooper writes : 

" Our Association is small, numbering 
some fifty members. In addition to our 
regular meetings of the Association, we 
have weekly Sabbath evening prayer-meet- 
ings, alternating in the different churches. 
These meetings are fully attended, and 
very interesting and profitable. We have 
the sympathy of the pastors in the town, 
four of whom are active members ot the 
Association. We have hsd a course of 
eight popular and useful lectures for the 
past winter. We are out of debt, and have 
$80 in fund to aid in fitliig up a reading- 
room. Our future prospects are hopeful. 

" I have corresponded with individuals 
in Porttmoitth, Concord^ Jifanchester^ and 
other places in the State, to encourage 
the organizing of Young Men's Christian 
Associations. At Portsmouth, an Associ- 
ation has recently been formed. They will 
probably report themselves. I hope be- 
fore our yearly gathering at Montreal other 
Associations in the State will be formed." 

Versiont. — Burlington. — Brother Wor- 
cester writes : 

" Our Association continues prosperous. 
Thus far we have had no such reaction 
as we feared from our first enthusiasm, 
but are gradually and steadily enlarging 
our sphere of activity, and find ourselves 
blessed beyond our most sanguine expec- 
tationi." 

Our Burlington brethren have a broad 
field open before them, as appears by the 
startling address upon the moral and 
religious condition of their city, recent- 



86 



Association Matters. 



ly made by Prof. Edward Hungerford, 
before a union of the evangelical churches. 

St. Johnshurffh.— Brother Worcester 
reports an Association at this place, 
recently organized, but no particulars have 
yet reached us. 

Steps arc also being taken to establish 
Societies at Rutland and Vei-gemies. 

IIassachcsetts. — HnvcrhiV. — Associa- 
tion organized February list, and now 
has seventy-one active and forty-four life 
members. 

Seth K. Mitchell, President ; F. W. Ja- 
cobs, Corresponding Secretary. 

Northampton. — The Association in this 
place called for April I'ith a Christian 
Convention for the County of Hampden. 
The topics proposed for discussion were 
of the most practical character, but we 
are not able to state the measure of suc- 
cess which attended the gathering. 

WcslfiM. — Brother E. B. Smith writes : 
— " Since I sent you a report for the Feb- 
ruary Quarterly our Association has been 
lincreasing both in numbers and strength, 
r.ntil we now feel that its success is as- 
sured. On the 13th of March the Hamp- 
den County Christian Convention met 
with us. We had a glorious meeting, 
and ever since have enjoyed a precious 
outpouring of the Spirit. Our young 
men and young people's meetings are 
crowded, and at nearly every one new 
voices are heard inciuiring the way to 
Christ. More than thirty young people 
have been converted, and the good work 
is still going on. Our Association is a 
power in this community, and we recom- 
mend to ihe young men in towns where 
there are no Associations to band them- 
>8elves together, feeling that God will Mess 
Hum." 

Rhode ISLA>f d. — Bristol. — Charles 
Sherry, Jr., Brest ; Benj. Greenwood, Sec. 
— This Association has a fine library, a 
menibersliip of about two hundred and 
fiH.y, exceeilingly pleasant and neatly 
furnished rooms, is free from debt, and 
has made good progress in the accumula- 
tion of a building fund. It has taken, 
and maintains, a sti'ong hold upon tlic 



sympathies of all classes of the citizens 
of Bristol. In this respect great success 
has attended the offer of memberships 
as prizes for the best scholars in the pub- 
lie schools. A very considerable religi- 
ous interest has prevailed during the past 
season in that city, and still continues ; 
and in the labors attendent upon it the 
Association has taken a leading part. 
Not only are meetings carried on in the 
Rooms, but parties of the young men of 
the society regularly visit the adjoming 
villages, tliere instituting and maintain- 
ing religious meetings. 

The ordinary work has been prosecu- 
ted with great vigor, and we are justified 
in saying that no Association appears to 
have been more highly blessed, in the 
year past, than this. 

Providence. — A brother from this city 
writes of the work in which they are now 
most actively engaged as follows: "The 
missionary work of the Association 
readied its present degree of success 
as follows. About four montlis ago nine 
brethren met in the Association room on 
Saturday evening, seven and a half 
o'clock, spent half an hour in prayer 
for the complete consecration of them- 
selves to the work of the Lord, abandon- 
ing themselves to the direction and 
strength of the ' Holy Spirit ; ' on enter- 
ing the saloons, praying the Spirit to 
sliow thcin the person to whom they 
should speak. When we met at the As- 
soois,tion room again, at nine o'clock, to 
hold a meeting of half an hour, fifteen 
young men had been gathered in from 
the saloons, and many conversed with 
personally, the keepers as well as the 
visitors of these saloons. The meeting 
at nine o'clock was earnest and pointed ; 
at the close all were conversed with per- 
sonally. The next Saturday about fifty 
were gathered, and a continued increase, 
! until last Saturday evening there were 
j probably three hundred present, and 
some who could not get in. Some sa- 
loons have been closed up, and the keep- 
er of the worst one has been converted, 
au'l has turned his saloon into a house 
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of worship, and meetings are held there 
afternoon and evennig on the Sabbath, 
and several evenings during the week ; 
this man, before he was converted, said 
he knew thirty-five who had left his sa- 
loon and entered the Church of Christ. 
Very many have been converted, and a 
class are being powerfully wrought upon 
as they come to these saloon meetings, 
who have entered no other place of wor- 
ship for years. 

" Some backsliders who once occupied 
prominent places in our Churches have 
been reclaimed. The work goes steadily 
on ; every week additional Christian men 
come in and consecrate themselves to 
it. 

" The bretliren also gather on some 
principal street, just off the walk, and 
sing songs of praise; the lounging throng 
gather around. Christian words are spo- 
ken, tracts distributed, and the crowd, or 
a large portion of them, carried over to 
the rooms to the nine o'clock meetings. 
On the Sabbath, open-air meetings are 
held in the place where most can be 
gathered together, and at the close tracts 
are distributed, and personal conversation 
held with as many as possible." 

CoNOTCTictJT.— We hear indirectly that 
the Associations of this State are to meet 
in Convention at Xew Haven this month. 
No direct information, however, has been 
vouchsafed to us by the Corresponding 
Member, although we have specially ad- 
dressed him, for the purpose of obtaining 
the news from his field. 

Amoida. — This Association has not 
made the progress which was hoped for 
it one year ago. Some members of 
the present Executive Committee were 
present at the meeting called for organi- 
zation, and every thing indicated great 
prosperity. If sucli great advances had 
not been made by other Associations, 
and by some in Connecticut, perhaps we 
would all be content with the work of 
our Ausonia brethren. Since faithful 
labor has been in many instances so 
much bbssed, we feel that equal zeal and 
discretion in this place, with the many 



advantages there enjoyed, cannot fail to 
produce large results. 

Hartford. — We have received a copy 
of the Constitution and By-Laws of this 
Association, which was organized the 
17th of February last, but no particulars 
respecting it, except the names of the 
officers, Franklin Chamberlain, Preat. ; 
Henry T. Sperry, Cur. Six'y ; John P. 
Eadic, Rec. Sec'i/ ; John F. Holmes, Trras. 

Mi'fonl. — Brother Wm. D. Tron liridge, 
Prcsitknl, writes : " Tiiis organization 
was formed last June with fifteen mem- 
bers ; we now number not far fi'om sixty, 
and increasing monthly. We started a 
Reading-Room last October, which con- 
tains jiapers and different magazines of 
the day. We hold Sunday and Wednes- 
day evening Prayer-Meetiugs, which are 
well attended, and several have been con- 
verted, through our instrumpntality, dur- 
ing the week of prayer in January. We 
hold meetings every evening, wliiuh were 
full to overflowing. Our meetings in dif- 
ferent districts of the town, where we go 
from time to time, are being blest. We 
have had a course of sermons delivered 
under our auspices during the past win- 
ter, which have also done good. We feel 
encouraged to labor on, as we see our 
labors are being blest. We have, as yet, 
no library, but intend to have one. Our 
Annual Meeting is in June." 

Xorwalk. — An Association has been or- 
ganized in this place since the February 
Quarterly was published. 

South Norwulk. — Within the last few 
weeks an Association has been organized 
here. 

Neio Haven. — This Association has been 
organized since the Al!)any Convention, 
and is now engaged in a most useful and 
successful work. 

Pre.iiden>, James A. I'underford ; Vice- 
Preaident, Horace B. Hoadley ; Secretary, 
Edward P. Juild ; Treasurer, Joseph A. 
Smith. 

In a communication from that city the 
experience of Mr. Oscar J. Hull in mis- 
sion work among the drinking-saloons, 
is thus told : " I attended one of the 
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Young Men's Christian Association pray- 
er-meetings, and while tliere resolved 
to do something for Jesus, and improve 
the first opportunity. That evening, com- 
ing down the street with two of the young- 
er brethren, my mind was led to that un- 
finished duty (work among the saloons). 
I spoke of it to my companions, and 
asked them to accompany me on niy mis- 
eion. They, lieing zealous for the cause, 
readily consented ; but when they came 
to the door they began to hesitate, and 
wonder whether it was best to advance. 
I tried to encourage them, and finally set- 
tled the case thus : they were to remain 
outside, and I would go in — asking our 
heavenly Father to guide me. I pro- 
ceeded. After getting inside I saw a row 
of small tables, around which were young 
men, drinking, and playiuf; cards. Soon 
one of the female waiters came to me 
with a smile to get my order. I s.'.id to 
her, ' I have come to tell you what a glo- 
rious meeting we had at the Young Men's 
Ohristian Association to-night.' And then 
right away I began to tell her about Je- 
sus, and asked her to become a Christian. 
At almost the first word she dropped her 
head, and seemed thunder-struck. After 
I had talked with her some time, she left 
me and went to her companions. I knew 
by their looks they were talking about 
what I said. In the mean time I kept 
praying for giudance as to what 1 should 
do next. I thought I would get down 
and commence praying. Presently the 
landloril came to me and asked me if I 
wished to see him. I then said : ' I don't 
know that I want to see you any more 
than the rest of the young men here. I 
have come to talk to you all on t^ie sub- 
ject of religion.' At that the landlord 
looked confused, the card-players stopped 
playing, and looked at me with astonish- 
ment. I knew there was no time to lose, 
so I commenced immediately, spoke of the 
place they were in, and then tried to preach 
Jesus. At once a young man commenced 
talking about religion, which helped me 
much. I remained there some twenty 
minutes, and left the place, bidding tlicm 



I good-night before loavincr. I felt like 
praying with them, but did not. Coming 
outside I found the brethren. They had 
been looking in the window, and I sup- 
pose praying for me. I felt somewhat re- 
joiced at the result, but perhaps would 
have felt belter if I had offered prayer. 
The next day I said I n ould finish my 
! missiou ; so, on my way down from the 
j noonday prayer-meeting, with one of the 
young men, I resolved to do it. I told the 
brother to pr.iy for me, and I would go 
into the saloon and offer prayer. I went 
into the place with much more courage 
than the day before. There were a num- 
ber of persons besides the landlord. I 
went up to him, and said I had neglected 
a part of my duty last night ; and after 
telling him what it was, I knelt down and 
offered prayer, then soon left. In a few 
days I passed by the place, and, lo and 
behold, it was dosed. I think I prayed 
that such places might be. On another 
occasion I went into a drinking-saloon 
with the determination, if tlie Lord willed, 
to make the lamllonJ join me in prayer. 
I found him alone. I told bim I had come 
to talk with him about our meeting, about 
the salvation of his soul, and the business 
he was engaged in. After talking with him 
a short time I proposed prayer. Of course 
he began to object; but I would have no 
excuse. I got down on my knees, and 
told him to unite with me. lie looked 
around, ran this way ami that, finally 
locked the door, and came and knelt by 
ray side. After prayer he did not say 
much, so I left. Shortly after I visited 
him again in company with one of the 
young men, who this time went in with 
n.e. The landlord looked cross enough. 
He had his music-room full. He soon 
told the company my mission, and most 
of them were displeased. Finally I began 
to talk with the bar-tender; and one 
young fellow, who was very drunk, came 
to me, and assured me it was a great 
pleasure to him to have me come and visit 
that fearful place. He said he used to be 
a Christian, and had been in the army ; 
but now he felt there was no hope for 
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him. The habit of hitemper.ince had got 
such hold of him he could uot shake it 
ofF. Alter talking with them, and leaving 
with them ssome publications of the Soci- 
ety, and inviting them to its rooms, we 
took the anxious one to the prayer-meet- 
ing, where we found some warm hearts to 
offer earnest prayer that he might be ro- 
eovered. 

" I went to the same saloon a;;ain, but 
did not meet with much success. The 
old bar-tender had considerable to say — 
' thought it was no place to preach the 
gospel ; he paid for his license, and peo- 
ple came there to drink.' I tried to show 
him it was the duty of Christians to go 
among sinners anywiiere, and Iry and win 
them to Christ ; but he could not take 
that view of the matter, and did not wish 
me to come there any more, so I left. 

" In another saloon I found four young 
men playing cards by themselves, while 
two or three looked on. I talked to them 
kindly, and asked them to accompany me 
to the rooms of the Young Men's Chris- 
tian Association. They consented. So we 
all started ; but some of them fell out by 
the way. The landlord did not know what 
we were about until too late to interfere." 

New York. — Albany. — The Annual 
Meeting of this Association was held 28th 
of March last. Officers for the current 
year: A. L. Van Biiren, President ; A. A. 
Wemple and W. M. Larrett, Vice-Presi- 
dents ; Frank B. Hine, Corresponding 
Secretary ; T. W. Morgan, Recording Sec- 
retary ; Franklin Lyon, Treasurer. 

The Society is now ten years old, and 
the report for the year shows more than 
ordinary prosperity. Expenditures and 
receipts have more than doubled during 
the year, and a small balance remains in 
the hands of tlie Treasurer. Two hun- 
dred and fifty-seven members have been 
added during the year, and the library 
has been largely increased. The report 
calls especial attention to the reference 
library of the Association, and properly, 
for it is believed that our efforts cannot be 
more judiciously put forth than in estab- 
lishing such a means for the acciuisition i 



of Biblical and religious knowledge as 
these aftbrd. 

Amsterdam. — This active and useful 
Association reports continued prosperity 
and success. 

Brooklyn. — The regular monthly meet- 
ings continue attractive and profitable; 
the receptions, as usual, highly entertain- 
ing, and overflowing vvitii numbers. The 
noonday prayer-meeting, coiumeneeJ in 
January, is well sustained, ami is domg 
good daily. The Saturday evening prayer- 
meeting is among the most valuable in- 
strumentalities of the Association. It is 
developing the Christian character of many 
young men, and is steadily winnnig tro- 
phies from the ranks of Satan. The same 
may be said of the Sunday afternoon 
meeting, lately established. A meeting 
of the Missionary Canvassers was held on 
the 16th of April, when a number of in- 
teresting reports was presented, and a 
spirit was manilested by those present 
which gave very satisfactory evidence of 
more good results to come. A children's 
meeting, now held in the lecture-room 
each Saturday, gives gratifying testimony 
of usefulness. The reading-room is the 
resort of from one hundred to two hun- 
dred young men every evening, and the 
library has over 1,800 readers, as shown 
by the record of the librarian. The se- 
ries of concerts given by the Association 
during the winter, at the Academy of Mu- 
sic, closed on the 20th of March, and a 
benefit concert on the 10th of April gave 
net proceeds to the amount of $700. 
The membership now numbers about four 
thousand. 

GloversvUle. — The officers of this Asso- 
ciation are : Rev. C. J. Hill, President ; 
W. J. Heacock, Vice-Prtsidenl ; Allen 
H. Bowen, Corresponding Secretary ; Eu- 
gene Beach, liecording Secretary ; W. D. 
Werst, Treasurer. 

Ithaca. — An Association was organized 
here April 4th. None can vote or hold 
office in it but members of Evangel- 
ical churches — a most important feature, 
which we are pained to see many of our 
societies are omitting. 
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President, S. Hobart Adams; Secretary, 
T. C. Jerome. 

The citizens are much interested in the 
new enterprise, and we are sure, in this 
city of charities, it will not lack the means 
necessary for prosecatiug its work effec- 
tively. 

New Eochelle. — This Association was 
organized last NoTember, and has more 
than one hundred m^^mbers. 

W. L. Cowdrey, Presidod ; L. M. Dela- 
mater, Vice-President ; Rev. E. N. WJiite, 
Corresponding Secretary ; K. A. Cheese- 
brough. Treasurer ; T. A. Carpenter, 
Recording Secretary. 

Nem Yurk. — An art reception was given 
at the rooms of the Young Men's Chris- 
tian Association, corner of Fifth Avenue 
and Twenty-second Street, April 16th. 
The room was well filled throughout 
the evening. The exhibition was all that 
could have boon looked for by the most 
fiistidious visitors, without the appliances 
of light necessary to bring out the work 
of the artists to proper advantage. Among 
the paintings which adorned the walls were 
those of Cropsey, Richards, Kcn.^ett, Fair- 
man, Baker, Coleman, Schauss, Smillie, 
and Crouch. A fine medallion of John 
Wesley, by Frazee, also attracted consid- 
erable attention. The music was of a 
very high order, quite in keeping with the 
exalted taste displayed by the Committee 
in the selections from the leading artistes 
of the day. Both the vocal and instru- 
mental performances were warmly ap- 
plauded, and tlienici' appreciation uf their 
efforts must have been highly gratifying 
to the ladies and gentlemen who took 
part. The musical performances were 
contributed by Miss Simms, of the Ke- 
fornied Dutch Church, Fifth Avenue and 
Twenty-ninth Street ; Miss Ward, of St. 
Paul's M. E. Church; Miss Braman, Mr. 
John Bartlett, of the Reformed Dutch 
Church, Fifth Avenue and Twenty-ninth 
Street ; Mr. Chapman, of Dr. Thompson's 
Churcli ; smd Mr. Uomer Bartlett, organ- 
ist. The reception, as a whole, was a 
creditable affair, both to the Association 
and to the artists, and indicates that more 



frequent occasions of the same kind would 
I not only be desirable, so far as concerns 
the real gratification of refined taste, but 
j would also be conducive of great good in 
, aiding to carry out the excellent mission of 
, the Young Men's Christian Association. 

The regular work of the Association is 
' buhig prosecuted with more than tlie or- 
dinary degree of success. 
I We understand that the effort so long 
pending to erect a central building for the 
use of this A.^sociation is now assuming a 
tangible form. A plot of ground, some 
eighty-three feet by one hundred and sev- 
enty-five, on the corner of Twenty-third 
Street and Fourth Avenue, has been pur- 
chased at a cost of $142,000, and the 
plans for the structure upon it are now 
being completed. The location is central, 
and in all respects eligible ; and it is to 
be hoped that the proposed building will 
correspond in fitness of architecture and 
finish to the location so happily selected. 
I It is but just to say that the present 
promising position of the Association is 
in an eminent degree due to the labors of 
Wm. E. Dodge, Jr., the President, who 
has been untiring in his efforts to accom- 
phsh the results which now seem so near 
at hand. 

The Western Branch of this Society, 
No. 76 Yarick Street, observed its first 
anniversary last month. The success of 
this Branch has seemed to justify the ef- 
forts which are now being put forth to 
found others. The work of the past year 
has been most laborious, but the degree 
of prosperity which has attended it has 
been an ample reward for all that has 
been done. 

Colored Yomig Men's Christian Asso- 
ciation. — On the fii-st of April the inaugu- 
ral exercises of this Association took 
place. The Society is auxiliary to the 
New York Association, and has rooms at 
97 Wooster Street. On the evening of 
the opening the Vice-President, Mr. Aaron 
F. Potter, presided, and addresses were 
listened to from Rev. Henry Highland 
Ganiett and Professor Howard Day, Rev. 
John Peterson (colored), and Robert R. 
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McBurney, Corresponding; Secretary of the 
New York AFSociation ; Mr. James Stokes, 
Jr., and Mr. Charles W. Woolsey, of the 
same Society ; also from Mr. Wni. Ilerries, 
of the New York Times. Rev. Mr. Garnett 
made the opening prayer, and followed in 
some introductory remarks, saying, "that 
self-help was necessary, and that the heart 
must be engaged in such a work." Mr. 
McBurney followed, and selected an in- 
stance of a revival originating from the 
gathering together of a half-dozen for 
prayer on the first evening. Meeting.s 
were held from house to house till a revi- 
val commenced, and now an Association 
was in operation. He had been pained 
at seeing his colored brethren neglected, 
and was delighted when he received a let- 
ter from Mr. Eato (the Secretary) desir- 
ing that something should be done. He 
gave them some admonitions, and ten- 
dered them the cordial cooperation of the 
New York Association. 

Mr. Stokes referred to the work before 
the Association, and bade them God-speed. 

Professor Day referred to the way in 
which the Lord was bringing His people 
out ; spoke hi terras of favor of the work 
of the Society, and hoped success would 
attend it. 

Mr. Woolsey, Chairman of the Com- 
mittee from the New York Association, 
appointed to assist in the work of organi- 
zation, etc., spoke of the importance of the 
Christian spirit characterizing all their 
efforts ; they would thus have power to 
do othere good. 

Mr. Herries said the secret of success 
was to keep the fundamental idea of their 
work before them — not merely the Chris- 
tian name, but the simplicity of the Chris- 
tian life. 

Eev. Mr. Peterson spoke of his con- 
nection with the Association from its 
start. The work was a glorious one, and 
every young man should be engaged in it. 

Mr. Potter, the Chairman, presented a 
programme for the week, consisting of a 
Discourse, Singing-Meeting, and Devotion- 
al Exercises. The concluding prayer was 
offered by Rev. Mr. Peterson. This As- 



sociation, which starts under such favora- 
ble auspices, has for Presidf7it, Rev. C. K. 
Brown ; Corresponding Secretary, Edward 
V. C. Eato. 

Oswego. — W. W. Rope, Corresponding 
Secretary, writes : " Our Association was 
organized last fall, after the holding of 
the State Convention in our city, and may 
be regarded as an outgrowth of that con- 
vention. We have a membership of sev- 
enty-eight (confined to members of evan- 
gelical churches), which is augmented at 
every meeting. Noonday prayer-meet- 
ings have been established, and are well 
attended by the Christian people ; but we 
do not succeed in getting many of the un- 
converted interested : still we are not dis- 
couraged, but on the contrary are deter- 
mined to push the good work with ener- 
gy, trusting in the Divine strength for 
success. We have monthly reunion 
nieeting.'i held alternately in the various 
churches, which are addressed by the 
clergy and Christian men of our Associa- 
tion, and are productive of great good. 
Our weekly meetings are held on Tues- 
day evenings, and are devoted to prayer 
and conference, and the business affairs 
of the Association. Our rooms are not 
what they should be, but we hope for better 
things in lliis respect also. We have no 
reading-room, owing to the fact of there 
being one supported and regulated by the 
Young Men's Literary Association, which 
we do not wish to oppose in any way of 
right. Our oflicers are F. J. Cowles, 
President; J. A. Hathway, Vice-Presi- 
dent ; Wm. W. Rope, Corresponding Sec- 
rctarij : I. H. Coe, Recording Secretary ; 
Frank B. Johnson, Treasurer. 

The Oswego Association craves the 
prayers of the brethren." 

Troij. — Brother Day, of Troy, writes : 
" The Association in Troy, tor the last 
three months, has been quietly but stead- 
ily moving forward, testing its plan of work- 
ing to the entire satisfaction of its mem- 
bers. Our rooms have been largely vis- 
ited by young men who have found our 
facilities for recreation and literary cul- 
1 ture, social and religious meetings, all 
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they could ask. The daily noon prayer- 
meetings, and the Thursday night Young 
Men's prayer-meeting have been well sus- 
tained. Besides the Christian young man 
engaged to attend at our rooms, we em- 
ploy a Missionary and two general Bible- 
readers ; the former working almost wholly 
for the good of young men, while the Bi- 
ble-readers visit among the poor. Our 
Employment Committee have been more 
than usually busy, and wonderfully suc- 
cessful, when we take into account the 
general stagnation of business. Our Mis- 
sion Committee are having great success 
in the neighborhood prayer-meetings held 
in the houses of the poor, where the Gos- 
pel is brought in contact with every form 
of vice. In one of these meetings, held 
last night, the writer was present, and 
we were earnestly asked by the wife of a 
once respectable but now abandoned and 
drunken husband to pray and labor for 
her husband, not only for his sake, but 
for her almost starving children, which 
request was seconded with tears by the 
wife of a wholesale liquor-dealer who has 
helped ruin the husband of the former. 
Such appeals as these have made our 
Association earnest in the temperance 
reform, and our efforts have been greatly 
blessed. In a word, we are still alive, 
looking forward with pleasure to the Con- 
vention in June." 

We&t Farm^. — Brother Wells writes : 
" Our Association is promising grandly ; 
we have secured good rooms, and they 
are filled every night by fi'om 30 to 40 
young men. We aie now fitting up an 
additional room (or the uses of the Asso- 
ciation. Interesting and instrnctive lec- 
tures have been delivered at our month- 
ly meetings, and the people are begin- 
ning to take an interest in our wel- 
fare." 

New Jersey. — Hoboken. — The Associa- 
tion here is but just organized, and rooms 
have not yet been obtained. Charles 
Seidlcr, Prai(/i"H,< ; A. C. Merritt, Corre- 
sponding Secretari/. 

Elizabeth. — An Association has been 
organized in this place under the hap- 



piest auspices. The names of the officers 
have not yet been forwarded to us. 

Jfsey City. — F. L. Janevvay, Corre- 
sponding Secretary, writes : 

" In January last, a few of our young 
men assembled in the lecture-room of the 
Congregational church, and after listen- 
ing to excellent addresses from C. E. 
Whitehead, of the New York, and Mr. 
Alfred Wicks, of the Brooklyn Associa- 
tions, they resolved to commence a similar 
organization. 

" The Association has advanced stead- 
ily from that time, and bas now on its 
rolls 120 members. 

" We were regularly organized March 
4th, on which occasion the following offi- 
cers, who constitute a board of managers, 
were chosen : 

" President, Charles H. Johnson ; Re- 
cording Secretari/, H. T. Holt ; Corre- 
sponding Secrttanj, V. L. Jaueway ; Treas- 
urer, L. Neil. 

" Two weeks after the election of offi- 
cers, we met in Franklin Hall, and decided 
to rent that room, make it our home, and 
open a free reading-room. 

" Jersey City has long needed an Asso- 
ciation of this kind, as there are a great 
many young men who come to New York, 
cross the river, and find lodgings in our 
city; and to these we extend a cordial 
invitation to make our rooms their re- 
treat. 

" We feel that the task we have under- 
taken is not an easy one, and expect to 
meet many obstacles, but believe that if 
we remain true to our God, He will never 
forsake us, and in due time, we shall 
rejoice in some fruits of our labors." 

Millville. — Brother Richard M. Atwater 
writes : " The members of the different 
Christian churches of this city have or- 
ganized a Young Men's Christian Asso- 
ciation, numbering already 125, and rap- 
idly increasing. This city is an excellent 
field for the Christian labor of young 
men. The large manufactories contain a 
great number who would gladly embrace 
any opportunity of learning, but have 
hitherto had none. The city has also 
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been saturated with ale, beer, and other 
liquors, which have been aud are still 
exercising a fearful influence on a great 
many. This is the field we have before 
us, and we ask your advice as to the best 
means of reaching these young men ; 
both in drawing them away from the 
saloons, and in establishing night-schools. 

" There has been an extensive revival 
in Millville during the past winter, ex- 
tending to nearly all the churches. Near- 
ly two himdred young men have united 
themselves to the Church. They are, to 
a large extent, of the class mentioned 
above, and it seems the duty of every 
Christian man to stand between these 
young men and their old temptations. 
We want to know the best plans for 
keeping alive their interest in spiritual 
things, for making them earnest in work- 
ing, and for giving to all the proceedings 
of the Association the love of earnest 
Christian service." 

Passaic. — " This Association organized 
December last with fifteen members, and 
now numbers more than siity. The 
meetings are well attended, and the dis- 
tinctive Christian character of our socie- 
ties, in their best estate, is faithfully 
preserved." 

President, W. A. Denholm ; Vice-Pres- 
ident, A. Z. Van Houten ; Correspo'iding 
Secretary, J. C. Marsh ; Pecording Secre- 
tary, J. Morgan Howe ; Treasurer, C. 
E. Kipp. 

Pennsylvania. — Bethlehem. — An inter- 
esting pamphlet has been published, giving 
a succinct history of " The Young Men's 
Missionary Society " of this place, which 
has for one of its objects " the religious, 
literary, and social improvement of young 
men." To this history is appended a list 
of all the officers since the organization 
of the Society, the names of those who 
have lectured before it, or delivered for- 
mal addresses, the last anniversary ad- 
dress, by Rev. Edmund de Schweinitz, and 
a report of a reunion festival of the for- 
mer and present members, on the com- 
pletion of the twenty-fifth year of the 
Society. 



Harrixhurg. — The Corresponding Sec- 
retary writes : 

" The Association of this city has in- 
creased greatly in numbers, power, and 
influence since December last. It has 
sprung into new life, and is wielding an 
influence which has been felt throughout 
the community. Embarking in the mis- 
sionary cause, a number of its active 
members have gone forth each Sabbath 
morning since then, from house to house, 
leaving tracts, warning the impenitent, 
urging attendance upon the ministrations 
of the sanctuary and the Sunday-school, 
and holding prayer-meetiugs in some of 
the houses. The effect has been to cause 
a better attendance at church and at 
Sabbath school, and the conversion of 
some, and a deeper interest in religious 
affairs. A mis.sion Sunday-school, and 
mission services on Sunday and Wednes- 
day evenings, for the gathering in of the 
uncared-for children and the people of the 
upper portion of the town, has been or- 
ganized at the West Harrisburg Market- 
house; and the attendance at the school 
and at the religious services has been very 
good. Daily union prayer-meetings have 
been kept up for more thap a year, hold- 
ing from 8 to 8^ A. M., and the attend- 
ance has greatly increased lately, and 
there are indications of a gracious revival 
in our city. Young Men's Union prayer- 
meetings have been held daily for a few 
months past at the rooms from 8} to 9f 
p. M., and the influence going out from 
them upon the young men of the Associ- 
ation is highly beneficial to our Master's 
cause. We have employed a city mis- 
sionary, who has been engaged by us since 
about the 1st of January last, and who 
canvasses the city, and has superintend- 
ence of our missionary efforts. Prayer- 
meetings witli some of the firemen have 
been held by members of the Association 
at different times at four of the seven en- 
gine-houses of the city ; aud the desire 
manifested to have ua come again, to- 
gether with their reverential bearing in 
the meetings, encourage us to believe that 
great good will result from our visititg 
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them. LaJies are distributing tracts, 
going fi'om house to house in the heart 
and suburbs of the city, and are thereby 
valuable aids in the work of the mission- 
ary evangelization of the city. Services 
are held at the county prison for the ben- 
efit of the prisoners there incarcerated, 
every Sabbath from 9J to lOJ A. M., 
which service has been kept up for years 
by the Association. Some tracts have 
also been left therefor distribution among 
the prisoners. Monthly Union prayer- 
meetings have been established and held 
on the first Sunday of each month in the 
court-house for some months past, for 
prayer for the conversion of the young 
men of the city, and are very well at- 
tended. The Association has also taken 
under its care Lochiel Union Sunday- 
School, which was about to be disbanded 
for want of some one to take charge of it, 
and numbers about 12S scholars, located 
below tou'D, near Lochiel Iron-Works. 
We have been compelled to look to con- 
tributions from our citizens to enable us 
to get upon our feet again, clear of debt, 
and to provide for our expenses incidental 
to our enlarged eflbrts for usefulness, and 
we have received sub.scriptions for about 
one-half of said expense and indebtedness 
already, and hope to receive all the aid 
that will be necessary to enable us to get 
through this year clear of debt. 

" The following are the officers elected 
for the ensuing year at our annual meet- 
ing in February last. We have three 
hundred members and a library of 1,500 
volumes. 

" President, Martin Stutzman; Corre- 
.tpondiitff Secretary, A. T. Goodman ; Re- 
cordiiuj Secretarif, J. V. Fenn ; Treasurer, 
C. A. Kunkel. 

" The young men (colored) of this city 
have organized a Young Men's Christian 
Association, No. 2, and established a 
reading-;oom on South Street, opposite 
Wesley Union Chureli. The reading-room 
is open from 2 until 10, p. M., each day. 

" Tlie following are the officers elected 
to serve the ensuing year : 

"Geo. W. Hhomaa, Frcsidetil ; James, 



Douglass, Vicc-Prcsi'lent ; Wm. H. Car- 
ter, Correspoiulinij Secretary; Thomas 
Townsend, Recording Secretary ; Wm. F. 
Adare, Treasurer. 

"The city is divided into eleven dis 
tricts, which are under the superinten- 
dence of a Board of Directors." 

MAKTLANn. — The Journal of the Con- 
vention for Maryland and the District of 
Columbia has been issued since the Feb- 
ruary number of the Quarterly, and con- 
tains, besides the formal proceedings, the 
address of Brother A. K, Browne, of 
Washington, on opening the Convention, 
and also those of Mr. CuUis, of Phil- 
adelphia, Major Kctchura, of Washing- 
ton, and Mr. Grammcr, of Baltimore, at 
the closing meeting. 

Annapolis. — The officers of the Asso- 
ciation are G. W. Atherton, President; 
3. Ed. Munroe, Corresjxmdhig Secretary ; 
William H. Hopkins, Recording Secretary 
and Treasurer. 

LuiltfTville. — Organized since the ad- 
journment of the Convention mentioned 
above. George J. Richardson, Presi- 
dent ; A. C. Webster, Recording Secre- 
tary ; John H. Emory, Treasurer. 

Frederick City. — Tliis Association has 
been organized since the Baltimore Con- 
vention, but no list of officers or particu- 
lars of progress have been received at 
the office of the Committee. 

Wesi Virginia. — Wheeling. — Brother 
Oxtoby writes : " It affords me great 
pleasure to say that since my last report 
God has still more abundantly blessed 
the labors of the Association in this city. 
Within the past two months the member- 
ship has been more than doubled, and 
now numbers nearly two hundred. Our 
meetings are largely attended, and the 
interest manifested in the work is truly 
encouraging. The rooms have recently 
been handsomely refitted and furnished, 
and a free reading-room is open every 
evening except Sunday. A line musical 
instrument has been purchased by the 
Association, and every Thursday evening 
a social musical treat is enjoyed. On 
Monday last, a noonday, or business 
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men's prayer-meeting was estaljlished in 
this city by the Young Men's Christian As- 
sociation's Committee on Devotional Exer- 
cises. The meetings are held in the As- 
sociation rooms. The attendance as yet 
has not been very large, but the spirit 
of the gathering has been very encour- 
aging." 

The Eighth Anniversary of the Associa- 
tion was celebrated on the 24th of Feb- 
ruary last, when Rev. E. V. Dodge pre- 
sented a brief and most interesting history 
of the Society. At first it was connected 
with the 2d Presbyterian Church in that 
city; but on the 29th of October, ISGO, 
the church name was dropped and the 
cathoUc work for the whole city was 
taken up. It is hoped that all our Asso- 
ciations will cause such a history to be 
prepared ; it would add greatly to the 
present interest of the work we have in 
hand, and be of great value in future 
years. 

Ohio. — Cliicixnafi. — We make the fol- 
lowing extracts from the last monthly 
report of the Executive Committee of the 
Association : 

" Your committee take pleasure in 
noting an increase during the month of 
interest in our religious meetings, espe- 
cially in the Saturday evening prayer- 
meeting, and in the conversational meet- 
ing, which, for a tew Sabbath evenings, 
has been held in lieu of the usual ad- 
dresses. 

" Our rooms have averaged in their 
attendance as follows : 

Eeading-rooms (day-time) 45 

" (night) 141 

Saturday night prayer-meeting. 35 

" We have had passing in and through 
our rooms 300 in one evening during the 
month. Our amusement^room is gener- 
ally crowded to its utmost capacity ; , 
and, when it was possible, we used our 
recitation-room. Many young men re- 
main in this room, and we always lay 
reading matter upon our centre-table. 

"When the rooms were first opened 
for daily prayer-meetings, 27 persons 
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! were in attendance ; and at no time 
during the month of March has the at- 
tendance fallen below IG, and the aver- 
age is about 20. This is an increase 
over any preceding month, which is 
highly gratifying. The interest mani- 
fested by those who attend has more 
than kept pace with the attendance, and 
is greater than at any previous period 
of its historj-. The time of the meeting 
has been lengthened from thirty minutes 
to one hour. 

" The receipts at the John and Colum- 
bia Street coffee-rooms are as follows : 

January §724 00 

February 808 00 

March 762 00 

Total $2,294 00 

Expenditures 2,051 16 

Balance $242 84 

There is an indebtedness 

of 165 00 

" Seventeen men, four boys, and two 
women have been furnished with employ- 
ment by the Superintendent of these 
rooms. 

" The Bethel coffee-rooms present the 
following, since November 1, 1866 : 



Balance on hand Nov. 1 . $276 00 

Cash sales 815 20 

Total $1,091 20 

Expenditures 1,018 28 

Balance on hand now ... 72 92 " 



ChUlicothe. — We learn from a member 
of the delegation which visited Chillicothe 
April 5th, to establish a Young Men's 
Christian Association in that place, that 
the organization was effected under the 
most favorable circumstances. The pre- 
liminary meeting in the afternoon was 
attended by clergymen of all the denom- 
inations, and many of the most respect- 
able and influential citizens. The evening 
meeting is described as one of very deep 
interest. Rev. Dr. Reid, editor of the 
Western Christian Advocate, on behall 
of the delegation, made a most powerful 
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and eloquent appeal, which was listened 
to with profound attention by the large 
audience present. 

Addresses were delivered by the gen- 
tlemen of Cincinnati, which were followed 
by brief and stirring speeches by pastors 
of the following churches; Mr. Prestly, 
of the M. P. Church ; Messrs. Harbey and 
Seott, of the M. E. Church ; Mr. Britton, 
of the Episcopal ; and Mr. Biggs, of the 
Presbyteri.in. 

The Methodist Church was crowded by 
children in the afternoon, to listen to ad- 
dresses from the members of the deputa- 
tion. The interest of the exercises was 
greatly enhanced by charming music, ren- 
dered by a quartet of laiiies and gentle- 
men, under the direction of Mr. W. H. 
Doane, of this city. 

The new org.inization, we understand, 
received eighty-nine members at the first 
meeting, and all have entered into the 
work with the most entliusiastic spirit. 

Hamilton. — " A Young Men's Christian 
Association was successfully organized 
March 28th at the Presbyterian Church 
of the above city, by a delegation from 
the Cincinnati organization. Ninety young 
persons of both sexes joined. There was 
good music and a happy spirit all around." 

Kenton. — The Recordlnt) Secretary, 
James Watt, writes : " The following 
officers have been elected for the current 
year : President, J. M. Brunsen ; Vice- 
Presideti/s, B. F. Swartz, Amos W. Soton, 
W. J. Althause ; Corresponding Secretary, 
James Watt ; Recording Scereiary, W. D. 
Dean ; Treasurer, J. W. Weiser. The 
Society now consists of about fifty mem- 
bers. We are now making an eflbrt to 
estabhsh a reading-room with library, 
etc. We have good hope of success." 

Jliddletown. — We cut the following 
from the Cincinnati Gazette: 

"It may be of interest to the many 
friends of Christian Association enter- 
prises in your city to know that the 
young men of Middletowii are engaging 
with spirit in the good work. Upon last 
evening we had the pleasure of meeting 
with Messrs. H. Thane Miller, W. H. 



Doane, L. Parker, H. P. Clough, and L. 
Sheaif, delegates from the Young Men's 
Christian Association of Cincinnati, and 
an organization was effected with the 
most encouraging prospects of success 
and good results. 

" Mr. Miller was made chairman of the 
meeting, and introduced the subject by 
presenting clearly and forcibly to the 
young men the advantages and power for 
good of such organizations. He was fol- 
lowed by Rev. J. B. Morton, Presbyte- 
rian Church ; Rev. Michael Kauflfman, 
M. E. Church ; Rev. M. Ewers, M. P. 
Church ; and Rev. L. F. Chapel, Baptist 
Church ; each strongly urging the speedy 
inauguration of such a work in the com- 
munity. A constitution was then pre- 
sented and adopted, and the following 
were elected as a board of officers : 

" Charles D. Wren, 2'resident ; Alfred 
Appling, Vice-President; J. A. Coons, 
Recording Secreturi/ ; William Marshall, 
Ci rresponding Secretary ; C. S. Barnitz, 
Treasurer. 

" These gentlemen were installed into 
office by Mr. Miller, in a few practical, 
well-chosen remarks. Mr. Wren, upon 
taking the chair, returned thanks for the 
honor conferred, and pledged himself to 
do all he could to give success to the work. 

" A large number of young men will- 
ingly subscribed to active and sustaining 
memberships, and manifested a hearty 
interest in the enterprise. 

" Our public-spirited fellow-citizen, Mr. 
Jacob Leiber, who is always on hanil 
in every good movement, made offer of 
the free use of the hall iu his new build- 
ing, comer of Third and Main Streets, 
which was received with a round of ap- 
plause. 

" Messrs. Doane, Parker, and Miller, 
and Miss Clough, contributed greatly to 
the interest of the meeting, by inter- 
spersing the exercises with choice music. 

" The meeting was an entire success, and 
gave us the most encouraging assurances 
that the good work, under the blessing 
of the Master, will not have been in- 
augurated in vain." 
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Sipley. — Organized in February. W. 
B. Toinlinsoii, President; T. F. Snifleii, 
Corrcspoiidinr/ Sec^^etary. 

Indiana. — 2'erre Haute. — Brother B. T. 
Eastiuau writes of this Association, wliioh 
was organized early in Feliruary last : 

" The Assoeiation is now fairly started 
upon its nii.ssion of usefulness. Its field 
is wide, em bodying the temporal and 
spiritual welfare of the young men of 
this city. Substantial aid is indispensa- 
ble in the prosecution of its aims, which 
are, first, to establish an attractive place 
of resort, where young nieu may feel 
always welcome and be furnished with 
wholesome entertainment. A library and 
reading-room will be opened immediately 
for the benefit of members and strangers. 
We hope and believe that this most laud- 
able enterprise will receive, not only the 
hearty sympathy, but also the most ac- 
tive cooperation from the liberal Chris- 
tian people in our midst. The active 
young men of the Association will do 
the hard work which they realize is to 
be encountered, if good iiiends will fur- 
nish the necessary funds. 

"The officers are: President, 0. Bart- 
lett ; Vice-Preside?it, E. M. Walm--ley ; 
Treasurer, C. C. Oakey ; Reeordinc/ Sec- 
retary, 3. Gordon; Corraponding Secre- 
tary, 3. E. Saxton. 

" The aboTo, with one representative 
from each Evangelical church in the city, 
constitute a Board of Managers, under 
whose direction tlie interests of the Asso- 
ciation are forwarded. We shall have 
occasion again to refer to this truly noble 
and useful feature in the history of our 
Prairie City." 

ViMenncs. — In February last, twenty- 
five young men organized an Association 
in this place, of which, it is said, " the 
young men have taken hold with ear- 
nestness, and it will be permanent." 

James E. Merrymau, President ; Wins- 
low Buck, Vice-President ; George G. 
Rarasdell, Corresponding Secretary ; 
Thomas M. Smith, Recording Secre- 
tary; Joseph Roseraan, Treasurer. 
Kestdcky. — Louisville. — " The Associa- 



tion n as organized the last of December, 
1866, and has increased with great rapid- 
ity, uutil it now numbers over seven hun- 
dred members, containing among the 
number many of the most active and 
useful men of the city. Weekly meetmgs 
have been held with increasing interest 
and attendance ; and now not less than 
two hundred to three hundred are present 
regularly. These meetings will be held 
on Saturday nights, in the lecture-room 
of the Fourth and Walnut Streets Baptist 
Church, until the rooms engaged in the 
new Central Market building are com- 
pleted, which it is hoped will be by the 
1st of May. 

" Very large and pleasant roomo have 
been engaged there, consisting of a li- 
brary-room and parlor, each 24 by 33 
feet, and two halls each 66 by 32 feet. 
One of the halls will be used for a read- 
ing-room, in which will be introduced the 
leading magazmes of the day and the best 
religious daily and weekly papers in the 
country. The general meetings of the 
Association will also be held in this room. 
The upper hall will be used for a gym- 
nasium. It is intended to have all fitted 
up in the best manner, and thus provide 
a safe and attractive place of resort for 
the young men of our growing city. It 
is intended that the rooms shall be kept 
open day and evening, except Sunday, 
when we presume as in other cities the 
reading-room only will be kept open. 

" We are sure the Association will re- 
ceive, as it richly deserves, all the encour- 
agement it may need from the churches 
as well as from our citizens who wish 
well to the young. A large amount will 
be needed to pay the rent of the rooms 
engaged, for fitting them up and fur- 
nishing them properly and having them 
taken care of. Also for library, news- 
papers, and periodicals for the reading- 
rooms, etc., etc. Gambling-rooms, drink- 
ing-shops, and evil places of every kind 
are continually increasing in our midst, 
their influence and the number of their 
victims growing greater day by day, and 
it behooves all wlio would save the young 
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men from complete and irretrievable ruin 
to put forth every effort to counteract 
their evil influence. 

" The meeting Saturday night was well 
attenJecl, and, as usual, interesting. A 
large number of new members were 
added, and much important business 
transacted. A committee, appointed 
some weeks ago, to procure a charter 
from the Legislature, presented the char- 
ter, and the same was, by unanimous 
vote, accepted. After which, as was 
necessary by the terms of the charter, 
the Association proceeded to reorganize 
under it, which was done by adopting 
the constitution, with some slight amend- 
ments, and reelecting the officers chosen 
at the organization of the Association. 
Great unanimity and the best feeling 
prevailed, and, as in all previous meet- 
ings, a deep religious feeling was appar- 
ent." 

Alabama. — Mobile. — Association or- 
ganized last February. Alfred C. Rey- 
nolds, Treasurer. 

Wisconsin. — ifilwaukee. — This Asso- 
ciation is enjoying great prosperity ; 
every member, one would infer from 
the reports which come to us, is at 
worl<. The field of labor is thus de- 
scribed in a recent appeal: 

" Our population is seventy thousand. 
We have fifteen Protestant American 
Churches, with a membership of about 
four thousand, with considerably less 
than one thousand that attend prayer- 
meetings with tolerable regularity. We 
have nearly a score of Lutlicraii Churches, 
some of whom arc doing good service for 
a living S.iviour; two German Methodist 
und one German Baptist Church, that 
are blessings indeed. As a terrilde offset 
for these evangelizing and humanizing 
influences, we have about four hundred 
and fifty licensed grog-shops, every one 
of which is making drunkards and ruining 
souls. Many of the lager-bcer saloons 
have the machinery for gumlng, and some 
oi' tliem are gambling-hells, Twenty-five 
breweries, with a capital of over $2,000,- 
000, are making lagcr-bocr drunkiirds, 



which we judge is only a little slower 
method of ruining the soul. In prose- 
cuting a Bible canvass in 3,000 ftimilies, 
not one in ten gave evidence of a love for 
the Bible, while there were but few fam- 
ilies that had not a copy. Often it was 
searched for and found at the bottom of 
a chest or other out-of-the-way place. 
Sabbath-breaking every observer knows 
is on the increase. Our d.iuee-houses and 
houses of prostitution give sad evidence 
that many poor fallen women are leading 
that life of all others the most hopeless." 

On the 25th of last month a Christian 
Convention assembled at Whitewater, 
Wis., at the call of this Ai?sociation. 

Iowa. — Cedar Rapids. — " This Associa- 
tion was organized last February. Charles 
Wesley Wiley, Corres/iondiny Secrctarij. 

Minnesota. — Minneapolis. — This Asso- 
ciation was organized in July last, and has 
now a membership of about one hundred. 
Pleasant rooms in the 'Athenaeum Build- 
ing' are open day and evening, where 
young men are cordially invited to spend 
an evening hour. The tables are well 
supplied with papers and magazines, and 
a good lil:>rary of fifteen hundred volumes 
is open for the free use of all visitors. 
, During the p;ist year the Association has 
employed a faithful city mis.sionary, who 
has labored from house to house, scatter- 
ing the good seed of the kingdom among a 
population who seldom if ever visit the 
house of God on the Sabbath. Number- 
less tracts and other good reading matter 
have found their way to the lumbermen's 
camps on the prairies throush the agency 
of our ' Lumbermen's Committee.' 

" Our rapidly increasing population gives 
the Association plenty of work, and if all 
are faithfvil to the trust imposed, much 
good can be done by means of this organ- 
ization. Its officers are : President, D. 
C. Bell ; Viee- Presidents, Hon. Charles E. 
Vanderburgh and J. T. Wakefield ; Corre- 
sponding Seerelarg, J. A. Wolverton ; Re- 
eordinf) Setretar;/, Allen Hill ; Treasurer, 
G. D. Davison." ' 

CALiroRNiA. — Sacramento City. — The 
Correspondivg Scn-etary, Mr. Sparrow 



Aesociation Matters. 



99 



Smith, -nritcs: "Enclosed please find a 
brief statement of the condition of the 
Assfciation of this city, organized Octo- 



ber 23, I860 : 

No. of members at the time of 

organization 25 

No. of memliers Maieli 10, 1867 71 

Donations received (cash) $868.00 

" (volumes). . 153 

" (newspsipers) 16 

Two rooms — reading-room and library, 
and prayer and conference room, furnished 
at a cost of si.x hundred dollars. 

No. of daily newspapers received 5 

" weeklies, illustrated 4 

" weeklies 11 

" magazines, monthly 3 

" " quarterly 3 

Total 26 

Associations are now fonning, or per- 



haps are already organized, at Cleveland 
and Xenia, Ohio ; Denver, Colorado ; 
Eichmond, Indiana ; Springfield, Illinois ; 
Coldwater, Michigan ; Woburn, Mass. 

FOKEIGX. 

Tlie Quarferlt/ Messengey of the London 
Afsociation, of which two numbers have 
been received since our last issue, de- 
serves from us a longer notice than we 
have space to give. 

It is confined with great strictness to 
the work of the Associations. It would be 
well for our cause if the Quarterly could 
be largely circulated in America. 

No. 16 contains an extended sketch of 
the Fulton Street Prayer-meeting, ex- 
tracted from the A^ew York Times ; No. 
2 of " Recollections of an Old Secretary," 
and abstracts from tlie reports of fourteen 
Associations in England, four in Scotland, 
two in Ireland, and many on the Conti- 
nent and in America ; and gave in full 
the last annual report of the New York 
Association. No. 17 has reports from 
seventeen Associations in England, six in 
Scotland, and ol' the Dublin Association. 

We regret that the reports from our own 
Associations in the Quarttrly do not com- 
pare more favorably in fulness and inter- 



est with those of our London contempo- 
rary. If our brethren here v. ill put it in 
our power to do so, we will strive to make 
an advance in this particular. 

We thank our London brother for his 
kindly notice of our young periodical, and 
hope to merit his good wishes. 

ENGLANn. — LivtrpooJ, — A member of 
the Association writes to a friend in this 
city: 

" The Association has this year under- 
gone a thorough revival, owing we be- 
lieve, in a great measure, to the election 
of Mr. B. G. Orchard as Secretary. They 
have established classes for French, Ger- 
man, Elocution, and Short-h:ind, with an 
average attendance at each of some sixty 
persons, and have also commenced Sun- 
day evening services, and lipid a prayer- 
meeting which is well attended, together 
with a weekly lecture, penny-readings, 
and Bible-classes. About two hundred 
new members have joined since the com- 
mencement of the present year." 

Bermuda. — St. 6eort/e's. — The oflScers 
of this Association for the current year 
are : W. C. J. Hyland, President ; W. T. 
Roberts, Vice-President ; W. n. Grisch, 
Treasurer ; W. B. liigginbotham, Secre- 
tary. 

Brother W. D. Fox, of the Managing 
Com.nittee, writes : "Our Association is, 
however, helping to effect a good work. 
We have been well supplied throughout 
the winter months, and have our reading- 
room constantly in receipt of valuable 
papers and magazines from your conti- 
nent and from England. Our finances 
are at present in a promising condition. 
The Association was only formed about 
six years since, at which time we had to 
hire a room to hold our meetings in. We 
now have a capacious building of two 
stories, forming a lecture-room below and 
a reading-room above, on which we only 
owe £167 sterling, and which we hope 
soon to cancel altogether. Ours is the 
only institution of the kind in Bermuda ; 
but we hope that soon a similar one will 
be organized at Hamilton, about twelve 
miles from us." 
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desire to be His disciples in their doctrine 
and in tlipir life, and to aSBOciate i\mv 
efforts for the extension of His kingdom 
amongst Young Men." 

As our last proof is being read, the 
circular of our Paris brethren is received, 
calling a Conference of Young Men's 
Christian Associations in that city for the 
11th, 12th, 13th, 14th, and 13th of Au- 
gust next. 

We give below a copy of the Ticket 
issued to Members of the London Asso- 
ciation : 





2 Timothy ii. 19-22. 




in 

iH 


YOUNG MEN'S CHRISTIAN ASSOCIATION, 

165 ALDDSSGATE STSEET, ZOXDOtf, E. C. 


Phil 




Instituted June 6, 184.4. 


w' 

H. 


or. V. 


Q--//em/^ei'i o/ic^ef. GAo. 


rn srau 


O 

N 










\ Timothy iv. 13. 





Tliat the Committee mat/ more efficiently carry out the fflnns of the Associa- 
tion, yon are particuhtr/y requested to observe the foUowiny suyyestions : 

1. To aid by your subscription the general work of the dissocia- 
tion, paying it as early in the year as possible. 

2. To attend regularly the Devotional Meetings held on week 
evenings. 

3. To communicate to the Secretary the name and address of any 
young man whoso recent arrival in London may be known to you, 
that he may receive invitation to the Meetings of the Association. 

4. To give information in writing to the Secretary, 165 Aiders- 
gate Street, whenever your address is altered. 



There are Young Men's Christian As- 
sociations at Sydney, N. S. Wales ; Ade- 
laide, South Australia; and Auckland, 
New Zealand. 

Basis of Confederation 
Agreed upon at the World's Conference of 

Ybuvff Men's Christian Associalioiui, at 

Paris, August, 1855. 

" The Young Men's Christian Associa- 
tions seek to unite those young men who, 
regarding Jesus Christ as their God and 
Saviour, according to the Holy Scriptures, 
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THE TWELFTH ANNUAL CONVENTION. 

A GLANCE at some leading features of the Montreal Convention', 
will give our brethren who remained at home, a hint of the rich 
feast enjoyed hy those who were privileged to be present. 

Its international character and tendency are noteworthy. That the 
citizens of two nations, who have been for years in excited diplomatic 
relations, with constant and still-existing causes of iriitation, should meet 
in convention, upon the boundary-line between them, and for a week 
hold endearing communion, and discuss and conclude important ques- 
tions, without one ungTacious allusion to past or present grievances, is a 
marvel of our own days. In no former age could this have been pos- 
sible, and in it we see the power of a true Christianity to bind together 
in loving brotherhood all the members of His Body. 

The arrangements of the Montreal Association, for the reception and 
entertainment of the delegates, were perfect. Their city is beautiful, 
their climate charming, their hearts generous, and their hospitality was 
unbounded and princely. The meeting of welcome, on the first evening, 
was addressed by the pastors of the city, and presided over by Major- 
General Russell, commanding the British forces in Canada, distinguished 
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as a devout and humble Christian, no less than as a brave soldier. One 
of his aides, a knighted son of Sir Henry Havelock, also spoke most 
touching!}-, and ere that meeting closed, all hearts were melted into 
unison, and their dififerent nationalities were forgotten. The higher 
Christian unity was recognized, and a treaty of affection was formed, 
more firm and enduring, we believe, than can be made in the studied 
words of woridly diplomacy. And during the progress of the meetings, 
and to their close, the delegates from Northern States and Southern 
engarred in prayer and praise, and fraternal communion, with these 
British officers and Canadian Christians, as all one in Christ Jesus. As 
spiritual forces are mightier than material ones, we cannot hut regard 
this Convention as a strong international bond between the two great 
centres of Protestant Christendom. 

That great effective power was embodied in this Convention, no 
observer could doubt. A view of the six hundred delegates in council 
revealed a body of men of unusual intellectual vigor. Not a few names 
known, and more yet to be known, were there : and the discussions, 
terse, pertinent, and sharply defined, exhibited a power rarely equalled 
to grapple with the most difficult themes. And this power was rendered 
specially effective in their discussions, as it must be in their daily Chris- 
tian work at home, by an intense earnestness ever felt and finding ex- 
pression. If there be one element of efficiency, more than others, re- 
sistless in the missionary movements of the age, it is that fervid zeal 
which fires every emotion, and sends forth the words of exhortation like 
white-heated bolts of flame, reaching the hearts of all hearei's. Words 
of wisdom, aglow with love, and guided by the Holy Spirit, find no 
armor of callousness or depravity, which they cannot pierce. This 
fervid zeal marked the entire proceedings of the Convention. On the way 
to the Convention, in rail-cars and steamboats, at hotels and temporary 
stopping-places, religious services were held, and prayers, songs of 
praises, exhortations, distribution of tracts, and personal appeals, filled up 
every hour. And during the progress of business, devotion was sweetly 
blended with discussion, elevating and sanctifying the whole. It must 
lie that such a body of men, when returned to their homes, each a cen- 
tre of influence to those around them, will be a vast power for the 
advancement of Christ's cause. 

We need scarcely say that such a body was harmonious ; for intelli- 
gent and zealous Christians laboring with a single purpose should be a 
unit. And yet we do not find it always thus, as men who think for 
themselves, and have profound convictions, and especially upon the 
most vital themes, sometimes differ widely and argue angrily. But 
here there was scarcely a divided vote, or a symptom of discordant 
feeling, in the discussions of the entire session. This is the more re- 
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martable wlien we consider that the delegates were so numerous, were 
chiefly strangers to each other, were of many diflerent denominations, 
and were engaged upon some of the most difficult themes of practical 
Christianity. We can account for this rare unanimity only by the fact 
that these six hundred men, during the earnest discussions of four days 
and nights, upon these important and difHcult themes, were actuated by 
the single desire to glorify God, in the salvation of souls ; tacitly agree- 
ing to hold in abeyance all personal feelings or opinions which might 
mar the harmony ; and by the additional fact that the presiding officer 
of the Convention possessed the most marvellous tact in guiding the 
deliberations. 

With a thorough knowledge of the rules governing deliberative 
bodies, President Miller combined great promptness and decision, 
with the most genial and gentle persuasivness. And when the least 
tendency downward into the arena of mere debate appeared, a solemn 
prayer, or a stirring hymn, or a word of winning exhortation, bronght 
the Convention up to its true Christian level, and the utmost harmony 
reigned. Upon but a single question was there substantial ditierence 
of opinion. Further discussion, experiment, and Christian love, will 
settle that, we cannot doubt, in accordance with the Divine will. 

That the Convention was composed of men with the true aggressive- 
ness of spirit and purpose, which will carry forward the victories of 
Christ's kingdom, was evident to all. While tliey recognized and 
wisely defined their relations to their various churches, as bound each 
to labor for the building up of his own branch of Zion, they yet felt 
that there was a common platform upon which they could stand, and, 
joining hand to hand, could march with increased power against the 
enemy of souls. This broad ground of our common Christianity the 
Associations occupy over our entire country, and on it will deal most 
effective blows against the vices which are ruining so many of our 
young men. 

Every delegate seemed to feel that he had a work to do, and, in 
humble imitation of his Great Master in His mighty achievement of the 
world's redemption, was straitened until it be accomplished. The 
discussions and deliberations all tended to the one point, IIow can we 
best concentre and intensify our plans for the saving of young men? 
What means will most surely reach and win the thousands now im- 
perilled, or on their way to ruin ? And they returned home filled with 
a resolute purpose, and fii-ed with a holy zeal to labor more aggressively 
to this end. We cannot doubt that, ere this, ten thousand hearts have 
been stirred by the appeal of the returned delegates, plans formed, 
agencies at work, and results already gathered, as the fruits of the Con- 
vention. We confidently expect, when another year has passed, to see 
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at Detroit an equally catholic, eflBeient, harmonious, and aggressive 
body of men in council, filled with the Spirit of Christ, and crowned 
with the evidences of His blessing upon their work. God grant it, for 
Jesus' sake 1 



THE LILAC iNTD THE ASH. 

An aged lilac and a youthful ash 

Stood close by the house, together. 
The one had borne the sweep and crash 

Of winter's windiest weather 
For vears so muny, that no one knew 

When it flourished not the same ; 
Yet still it was strong, and broadly grew, 

And blossomed when spring-time came. 

The other, from seed some bird had sown 

But an autumn or two ago, 
Escaping the scythe when the lawn was mown, 

Was hurrying on to grow 
To equal the tree from which it sprung. 

And become a giant strong. 
Whose branches the birds might rest among 

And chirp their gladsome song. 

But the aged shrub, in its leafy pride, 

O'ershadowed the ash as it grew, 
Ajid warded off, with its branches wide, 

The daylight and evening dew ; 
And some, who watched the growing tree, 

Slid, " Cut the meddling bough. 
And let the shadowed stem grow free. 

Whose life is smothered now." 

But the Ulac stood, and the ash grew on, 

And a dozen years passed by ; 
The lilac still blooms in the April sun. 

But the ash has hfted high ; 
And none would think that the tree, whose height 

Is fifty feet or so, 
Was ever kept from the warmth and light 

By the lilac down below. 

Tet near the ground, where the lilac bough 

Once overshadowed the tree, 
The mighty trunk is bended now, 

Where once it soiight sunlight free. 
It could not die, yet must have light — 

So, bending, it conquered fate ; 
And as it waves in the sunshine bright 

It teaches how to be great. 

We all must meet, in the course of life, 

Some obstacles in our way ; 
And the upward path is ever most rife 

With whatever would most dismay ; 
B«t when our life is most beset, 

'Tis better to bend than despair ; 
And perhaps the weakest may conquer yet, 

To stand where the glories are. 



YOUNG MEN AND THEIR EMPLOYERS. 



THERE are perhaps few conditions in life which require so much 
careful consideration, and in which the advice and guidance of ex- 
perience is of so much value, as the duties and relations of young men 
to their employers. The duty and responsibility of employers to those 
dependent upon them has so frequently formed the subject of lectures 
and sermons, that we have been liable to talce a one-sided view of this 
relation, which is and should be mutual in its obligations, its true de- 
velopment depending absolutely ou the recognition of this fact. 

The first consideration entering into all contracts between employer 
and employed is that of gain, each party seeking a profit for himself. 
The young man is to receive a stipulated sum, in return for which he is 
to give his time and services in the prosecution of the business of his 
employer. The money value at which such services are appraised may 
be fairly rated or otherwise. It is impossible, in the manifold engage- 
ments resulting from the varied character of business, to define any 
absolute rule, and it may happen not unfrequently that these matters 
are not always equitably adjusted. 

But, while it is the true interest and the duty of the employer to 
give a fair and adequate remuneration for all services, and likewise 
to exert a kindly influence on the morals and character of the youth in 
his employ, the contract, being mutual, contemplates responsibilities no 
less binding on the other side, and young men must never forget that 
there are duties to perform as well as rights to be claimed. 

First of all, then, let us say that no young man has fully compre- 
hended his duty who limits his idea of service to what is specifically 
exacted from him. The spirit with which any work is performed is the 
true measure of its value as work ; and to give grudgingly, or to refuse 
doing more than is set .down in the bond, is fatal to true success. 

Yet is this course quite common, arising from a feeling very general 
among youth that they are not appreciated. They argue that they are 
paid very small salaries, much loss than their help is worth, and there- 
fore justify themselves in giving little in return. If they were better 
paid, they would have more regard for the interest of their employers, 
but there is no inducement to put forth their energies, and so on. 

Now, it is very doubtfal whether those who act on such principles 
would exhibit an increased energy and devotion to their employers' in- 
terest corresponding to the increase of remuneration, — such a spirit is 
demoralizing, and we CMiitint take up and lay <lo\vn virtur's at niir 
pleasure. 
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We would advise young men merely as a matter of business, .as a 
matter of personal profit, and as a sure road to success — do every thing 
tliorouffhly and well, give the best that is in you to your work, watch 
every interest of your employer on the principle that he who is faithful 
in few thiiiiis will surely be intrusted with many and greater. Many a 
young man would be astonished to know how his faithfulness and care- 
fulness in trifles has been seen and noted, and how, by attention to com- 
paratively small matters, he lias earned his reward. 

Such a course conscientiously and consistently pursued has rarely 
if ever failed of ultimate success, but he who follows it gains in the ex- 
perience a far grander compensation than any that material gain can 
give. In the daily routine of the duty he has set himself, he is build- 
y ing up his true manhood, for the process is one that knits together and 
develops the moral nature of the man, and he who earnestly tries to do 
his whole duty to those around him gains in mental and moral vigor, 
just as exercise and labor strengthen and develop our physical nature. 

But to do this, to be what we feel we ought to be, requires perse- 
verance, watchfulness, and resolution. Then above all be a C!;iristian, 
seek for that help without which there is no assurance of success, let 
there enter into your life a God of peifeot, unchangeable, and infinite 
law, a Christ of abounding love and charity, and a spirit of pure and 
holy influences. But this, you say, is building for eternity rather than 
time; — true, but he who builds for eternity' builds better than he 
knows, and will sooner or later realize to himself the great truth that 
comes down to us through the atres : " Seek first the kinffdom of God 
and His righteousness, and all these things shall be added unto you." 



FORGIVENESS. 

When Jcsiis speaks, so sweet the sound, 
The liai-ps of heaven are hushed to hear ; 

And all Ills wotds eirelinf; rouud 
From lip to lip and ear to ear. 

But wondcrinf; seraph never liejrd, 
In all the iriighty years of heaven, 

Music so sweet as tlut dear word — 
" Thy many sins are all forgiven." 

Sinners of earth, redeemed by blood ! 

Uow leaped youi' hearts, when first ye knew 
Th' amazin),' f;i-aee, and understood 

The gift of pardon was for you ! 

Adnpteil now, with spirits awed, 
Knowinj; your privilefie unpriced, 

Ye claim the fatherhood of God, 
And blessed brotherhood of Christ. 



THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE'S REPORT. 



[The following extracts from the official report upon the condition of American 
Christian Associations, presented hy the Executive Committee to the Convention 
held at Montreal in June, will be found of interest and value.] 

IN several particulars, wo desire to notice an advance — 
1. In members. — Eleven years ago, the Executive Committee, re- 
porting to the Convention, assembled in Montreal, stated the whole 
number then known as sixty-seven, and twenty-six were represented in 
that Convention. The Committee reporting at Albany, had knowledge 
of sixty-seven Associations. The Committee for the present year have 
corresponded with, and in some form have received reports from more 
than two hundred and fifteen societies, now in full operation. In sev- 
eral of these a marked increase in membership and activity has been 
realized, as in Boston, Brooklyn, Philadelphia, etc. 

2. In Financial Prosperity. — This is observable in the increased 
sums expended in their own work, and in the fact that every Associa- 
tion which has sent the report of its Treasurer to the Committee, shows 
a balance on baud ; while some account for the small balance reported, 
by the statement, that considerable sums have been employed in dis- 
charging obligations incurred in previous years. Independent of this 
increase, many Associations, as a special effort, have taken commodious 
rooms and fitted them up in better style, so that they correspond in at- 
tractiveness, somewhat, with the saloons of vice which are open for 
young men and over against which our Saviour has set them. Still 
further is this financial prosperity noticeable in the erection of buildings, 
or the accumulation of funds, for permanent homes for the Associations. 
In this, very great progi'ess has been made during the year, not only in 
cities like Chicago, New York, and Washington, but also in the smaller 
towns. Some of these latter have already secured bouses which they 
call their own, and which are paid for, while a much greater number 
have a fund, ranging from five hundred dollars upward, set apart for 
this object, to which generous additions have been made during the 
year. 

3. Another noteworthy evidence of this progress, is the publication 
and support of local papers, by at least three of the Associations, in 
advocacy of their own special claims upon the community where 
they carry on their work. This is a feature worthy of more general 
adoption. 

4. In Popularity. — The gradual change in this particular, begiiiiiiiinr 
at the Chicago Convention, and contiuuiug to increase in strength, until 
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now the current almost entirely sets with us, is a subject for devout 
gratitude to God. A leading cause for this is found in the steady ad- 
herence of the Associations to their especial work and object, which has 
been well described to be " the banding of Christian young men to- 
gether for the promotion of their own real holiness of heart and life, 
their edification and growth in spiritual things, and the leading to the 
Saviour of those of their own age who are ignorant of Him and of His 
salvation." So m.arked has been this change, that in the whole of the 
extended correspondence of the Committee, there has been received, in 
but three instances, evidence that attempts to establish these societies 
have met with opposition from neighboring pastors ; while as to all 
others, of which we have any knowledge, the clergy have rendered an 
invaluable and hearty support, recognizing in them what has ever been 
claimed, viz., that, subordinate to the Church, they are an unequalled 
agency for reaching a class of young men whose hands otherwise the 
pastor would never clasp. 

.5. Again, we would notice a marked increase in spirituality and re- 
ligious power. This would be most impressively shown by a perusal 
of the correspondence of the Committee, or a recital of the many oral 
reports received from the members of the various Associations whom 
the C )mmittee have bad the privilege to meet. Such a presentation 
would show a gradual but rapid advance. Prayer-meetings, whose in- 
terest has been intensified by reason of the felt presence of the Saviour, 
have marked the way of these societies for the whole year. Direct, 
persistent, successful etTorts to save souls, the souls of young men, make 
this way to shine. In the support of every utterance by one young man 
of Christian exhortation to his erring brother, there has gone up united 
prayer th.it the voice, feeble because human, might become the power 
of God and the wisdom of God, and fall upon the hearing car, and sink 
into the waiting soul. 

And God, who blesses efforts sincerely made in His name, has given 
to these societies a record of the conversion of many young men unto 
Himself in their meetings ; so many indeed that one Association can re- 
port, " We have averaged during this year one conversion in our rooms 
every day." 

6. The work actually performed corresponds with the activity of the 
membership, and the promise which it makes. Some of the Associa- 
tions have more especially developed the purpose to seek the social ele- 
vation of young men. Others have looked with greater particularity 
after those who were homeless, friendless, and without employment. 
Others, still, have held intellectual culture, as attained through free 
classes, free lectures, and literary classes, as a move prominent objert; 
while others, and the larger proportion, have held to the idea of a w- 
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ligious work for young men, at the same time striking at the tempta- 
tions, wliich are spread on every hand to hire and lead them astray. 

But let it not be understood, that in any Association of which the 
Committee can speak with confidence, has the exalted purpose of our 
orjjanizations, the spiritual improvement of young men, been held as of 
secondary importance. 

Were it felt to be proper, the Committee would delight to specify 
those Associations which have accomplished the most in the lines of 
work here indicated. They can refer, however, to the annexed tabulated 
abstract of the responses presented by the Associations to the inter- 
rogatories addressed to them by the Committee, and also to those re- 
sponses as they accompany this report. 

7. It should, moreover, be noted, that many of the Associations 
have also engaged in mission work beyond the range of that strictly 
contemplated by the scheme of these societies, being led to it by the 
great demands on their own fields. And this work, wherever under- 
taken, has been most successfully performed. It has furnished a sphere 
of Christian labor for multitudes. It has clothed many naked ; it has 
fed many hungry ; it has visited many sick and in prison ; it has pro- 
claimed Christ as the Saviour of sinners to the poor and the fallen, by 
the printed tract, by the freely-given Bible, in the voice of friendly con- 
versation, and in the earnest exhortations of the lay preacher. 

8. Again, this progress is shown in the organization of Associations 
among colored young men. Four, at least, have been formed during the 
year, viz. : Charleston, S. C, Harrisburg, Pa., New York City, and 
Washington, D. C, and the brethren in these are earnestly and enthusi- 
astically engaged in preparing the way for other kindred societies. 

9. The Committee should add, that they have a record of the fail- 
ure of three Associations during the year — Memphis, Tenn., La Porte, 
Indiana, and Kingston, New York, all of which, it is hoped, will be re- 
organized during the coming year, as there are known to be many young 
men in each of these places who love these societies and pray for their 
reestablishment. 

One Association — we do not name it — has fallen from its true place 
hy yielding to an external pressure, and substantially abandoned its 
Christian name. 

Added to what has been already said, some statistical statements 
will suffice to complete the hasty picture of the actual condition of 
the Associations: 

1. There are now known to the Committee two hundred and forty- 
five Associations ; of these, one hundred and forty-one have forwarded 
reports to this Convention. A tabulated statement, condensed from 
these reports, is hereto annexed, to which reference must be had for 
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particulars. A schedule of the Associations which have not famished 
reports is also annexed. 

2. One hundred and forty-one Associations report the sum of their 
membership ; the aggregate is thirty-two thousand three hundred and 
forty-seven. 

3. Ninety-four Associations report the amount of money expended 
during the current year ; for the whole number thus making statements, 
the gross sum is $164,013.24. 

In this connection it may be stated that eighty-four report the whole 
sum expended during the whole period of their history, which, in the 
aggregate, amounts to $345,683.13. 

4. Sixty-three Associations report 52,378 volumes in their libraries, 
of the total value of $82,730.40. 

5. Twenty-six have had courses of free lectures. 

6. Fifty-nine have had courses of sermons for young men. 

7. One hundred and eight maintain more than one weekly prayer- 
meeting or other religious services, and thirty-one more than tive. 

8. Thirty-five report special religious interest during the year. 

The experience of the year seems to justify the Committee in sub- 
mitting certain suggestions as important for the Convention and the 
Associations to consider. 

We can pause in this report only to state them in the briefest 
way: 

1. The Associations should be controlled by Christian men, and 
the whole of their officers selected fi'om members of Evangelical 
Churches. 

2. Much effort should be employed to maintain a pleasant Monthly 
Meeting, in which all the exercises should be conducted in a social and 
unceremonious way, and mere routine business excluded as much as 
possible. 

3. In all cases, where it can be done, fi-ee lectures of an informal 
character should be maintained. These should partake of the nature of 
conversations. 

4. Lyceums conducted with dignity, and in the strictest observance 
of the formal rules which govern deliberative bodies, are an invaluable 
auxiliary in our work. 

5. Debts sbould not be contracted. But few Associations have 
died out in the land when there has been a determination to incur no 
obligation in cases where the money was not assured, to liquidate it. 

6. The ownership of a home, or even the possession of a fund look- 
ing to the ownership of one in the future, adds inimeasuralily to the 
influence of our societies. It is more than the mere power of property. 
Thu idea of ])ermanency, or real power, flows from the fact. 
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V. A general correspoTidence with the Executive Committee, and 
with other Associations, should also be maintained. In it is a manifes- 
tation of sympathy which strengthens every heart and hand. The Com- 
mittee is fully satisfied that the annual change of the Corresponding 
Secretary is inexpedient. 

8. The Committee would urge a steady adherence to the essential 
idea upon which the Associations are founded. It cannot be too close- 
ly kept in view. 

9. And lastly, the conscientious and faithful support of the Prayer- 
Meetings of the Associations, as upon these their life and useftilness de- 
pend. It was painful to notice iu some of the reports a grave neglect 
in this regard. 

t 



Persuasion Better than Force. — Deal gently with those who 
stray. Draw them back by love and persuasion. A kiss is worth a 
thousand kicks. A kind word is more valuable to the lost than a mine 
of gold. Think of this and be on your guard, ye who would chase to 
the £crave an errins: brother. We must consult the gentlest manner 
and softest seasons of address ; our advice should not fall like a violent 
storm, bearing down and making those to droop whom it is meant to 
cherish and refresh. It must descend as the dew upon the tender herb, 
or like melting flakes of snow ; the softer it falls the longer it dwells 
upon, and the deeper it sinks into, the mind. If there are few who have 
the humility to receive advice as they ought, it is often because there 
are few who have the discretion to convey it in the proper way, and 
who can qualify the harshness and bitterness of reproof, against which 
human nature is apt to revolt. To probe the wound to the bottom, 
with all the boldness and resolution of a good spiritual surgeon, and 
yet with all the delicacy and tenderness of a friend, requires a very dex- 
terous and masterly hand. An affable deportment and complacency of 
beliavicr will disarm the most obstinate ; whereas if, instead of calmly 
pointing out their mistakes, we break out into unseemly sallies of pas- 
sion, we cease to have any influence. — Penny Magazine. 



A Hypocrite. — " In brief, he is the stranger's saint, the neighbor's 
disease, the blot of goodness, a rotten stick in a dark night, the poppy 
in a corn field, an ill-tempered candle with a great snufl" that in going 
out smells ill ; an angel abroad, a devil at home ; and worse when an 
angel than when a devil." — Bishop Hall. 



THE INDIVIDUAL CHRISTIAN. 



JUST as men differ in fheir mental characteristics and abilities, each 
one developing in some course of thought and study, so Christians 
are found to differ in their spiritual characteristics, abilities, and tenden- 
cies. Multiplicity is thus found to be stamped upon the Church and its 
members — a multiplicity which has caused much trouble and uneasiness 
to those who love the Master ; but a multiplicity which we cannot re- 
move, and which we do not feel like objecting to ; a multiplicity that 
should make our religion more harmonious and beautiful, just as the 
most enchanting music is created by a combination of very different in- 
struments. 

This is a matter coming frequently to the attention of those who 
manage the Young Men's Christian Associations of this country. Not 
confined to one denomination, but embracing members from all, the 
question often arises. How are we to treat this matter ? Some make 
the mistake of attempting to destroy all the denominational peculiari- 
ties of the members ; failing in this, they look upon their organization as 
a failure. Men of various kinds and abilities, both mentally and 
spiritually, join them, and how to employ and direct their devotions 
and zeal is often a very embarrassing question. Rather than attempt to 
modify and render uniform what is so diverse, let us give up such use- 
less effort, and use the individuality and multiplicity of character just 
as we find them. 

Of course, when we plead for this liberal conduct, we do not ask for 
unlimited license in religious belief and actions. All Christian experi- 
ence and conduct, however various, must be confined to the limits 
which constitute its Christian life, just as the variations of a genus into 
species must keep within the limits that define the genus. We do not 
ask for an allowance of sin or inconsistencies of conduct, for this is not 
allowable to the profession of religion — what is good must develop into 
what is good. But goodness has many phases and characteristics ; 
while truth is one it is also many. 

Within this limit we plead for the cultivation and recognition of 
Christian individuality. We plead for it because we believe that God 
has ordained it, we plead for it because we admire it, we plead for it 
because it is necessary to Christian strength. God has undoubtedly 
ordained this variety. All through the history of Revelation we see 
Him raising up men of the greatest diversity of gifts, qualifications, and 
duties. This is to be noticed nowhere more perceptilily than in the 
variety of persons in the bench of Apostles — the impulsive Peter, the 
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loving John, the undecided Thomas, after this the bold Christian soldier 
Paul, the calm James; in these Christ delighted. We admire it be- 
cause it shows us the greatness of our faith, the depth, and height, and 
length, and breadth of the store of grace. It is necessary to the Chris- 
tian strength. Curb or cramp life, and you weaken it. We have seen 
Christians transferred to uncongenial climates or ways, and they were 
sickly and useless. Had Paul remained in Jerusalem, he might have 
failed ; going to congenial work bow strong he became ! The Christian 
proprieties of our Churches are, we fear, destroying many germs of 
Christian zeal. The niceties and forms which the fathers have estab- 
lished have ruined the powers of more than one minister ; why may we 
not suppose that in the pews the same injury has been done ? We know 
a congregation who have grown up to think that only the officers of the 
church, with their families, must attend the prayer-meetings, and it is 
impossible to induce the rest to break in upon this custom. Notwith- 
standing, we believe that there is among them much latent good-will 
and zeal ; it is waiting until it is proper to show itself. Now it is well 
enough in a tribe of monkeys for each to be kept to the place its father 
held, but among men where the liberty of the Gospel of Christ prevails 
it is wrong to allow custom or even taste to destroy Gospel zeal. Sup- 
posing the reader and ourself to be agi'eed about the propriety of Chris- 
tian individuality, let us see how we may apply this subject in practical life. 

Within the limits which we have stated we should study our own 
individuality and cultivate it. Failure to find our sphere causes us to 
lose our opportunity. In every family there are some who find it verv 
hard to determine into what business or profession they shall enter. 
After every revival many find themselves inspired by a convert's zeal 
without knowing what they can do for Christ ; to such we say, study 
yourself, and the gift that is in you, and make the most of it. Have 
you the gift; of prayer, employ it ; go to the sick and neglected, and 
pray with them ; have you the gift of exhortation, arrange your 
thoughts and find out those who need your admonitions and warnings ; 
does your grace show itself in delighting in spiritual praise, cultivate 
it, lead the praises of the Sabbath-school, the prayer-meeting, and public 
worship; have you strong faith, go out and communicate it and exercise 
it by acts of goodness, by organizing societies for good aim, or by taking 
a managing hand in those already in existence. 

Pastors and elders, and ofiicers of religious associations, should un- 
derstand this better than they do. If they did, there would not be so 
much unproductive capital in the Church. To possess the secret of 
each man's disposition is to know how to use him for some purpose. 
Now, no man is without secret springs of character. If this is so, there 
is no Christian who cannot be employed in some way. We have be- 
8 • 
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fore our mind two neighboring cliurches ; both of about equal member- 
ship, and composed, as we believe, of good people ; the one presided 
over by a Rev. Mr. Abstract is cold and listless, the other, ha-s-ing a very 
ordinary but practical pastor, is working up to a high pressure. The 
difference is in the employment of the material at hand : the one neglects 
it, the other uses all. 

Every organization should have regard to this, and resolve to employ 
every individuality. No dead-heads should be allowed in churches, Chris- 
tian Associations, or anywhere else. Find out where the man can work 
best, in what office, what committee, at what work, and put him there > 
put him somewhere, he has not joined your organization for naught. 



HARK ! 'TIS THE WATCHMAN'S CRT. 

Hakk! 'tis the watchman's cry. 

Wake, brethrcD, wake, 
Jesus, our Lord, is nigh : 

Wake, brethren, wake. 
Sleep is for the sons of night. 
Ye are children of the light ; 
Your's is the glory bright ; 

Wake, brethren, wake! 

Call to each wavering band. 

Watch, brethren, watch! 
Clear is our Lord's command, 

Watcli, brethren, watch I 
Be ye as men that wait 
Always at the Master's gate. 
E'en though He tarry late ; 

Watch, brethren, watch ! 

Heed we the steward's call. 

Work, brethren, work ! 
There's room enough for all, 

Work, brethren, work I 
This vineyard of the Lord 
Constant labor doth afford. 
Yours is a sure reward ; 

Work, brethren, work I 

Hear we the Shepherd's voice. 

Pray, brethren, pray ! 
Would ye His heart rejoice ? 

Pray, brethren, pray ! 
Sin calls for constant fear. 
Weakness needs the strong one near. 
Long as ye struggle here. 

Pray, brethren, pray ! 

Now sound the final chord, 

Praise, brethren, praise I 
Thrice holy is our Lord, 

Praise, brethren, praise ! 
What more befits the tongues 
Soon to lead the angels' songs. 
While heaven the note prolongs, 

Praise, brethren, praise I 



ON THE TAKING DOWN OF SHUTTERS. 



THIS article has nothiiia^ to do with the early-closing movement, 
neither has it any thing specially to do with the duty commonly fall- 
ing to the youngest hand in a store. On the contrary, the above caption 
is purely metaphorical, having to do with spiritual shutters exclusively. 

The material ones, however, have suggested the spiritual. If you 
go down Broadway, in the early morning, the dinginess of the street 
thrusts itself upon you. The reason is, that the shop-fronts are all 
closed. It is impossible to tell what is behind the concealing shutters, 
and the eye runs from barred window to window, seeing nothing for 
which it cares to stop ; the whole aspect is forbidding ; there is nothing 
to invite one to enter. If you wish to show a stranger the great street 
at its ugliest, take hira through it before the day's work is begun. 
Presently, however, there is a change : the stores open, colors begin to 
flash in windows, and the windows themselves take on individuality, 
because you can see their contents. You learn, from the exhibition, 
something of the taste and lines of business of the tenants, and know 
where to go for what you want. The whole scene becomes suggestive 
and stimulating, and the street is once more at its best and wakefulest, 
— in fact, the shutters are down. 

Now, a very similar effect may be observed among men. There are 
some who go through life as if their shutters were always up ; what 
there is in them you never see, and they fail to draw you to them. 
There may be great powers in them, and rich ftirnishment ; but no one 
ever feels them, and they are as good as lost. There may be great 
depths of tenderness and efficiency in them — treasures of influence 
there — but no one is the better for them. We have all known these 
shut-up men, and have not found them attractive nor generally useful, 
and it is hard not to be shut up ourselves by thera. If one looks down 
a long, dull street, every place of business closed except his own, he 
soon comes to the conclusion that he might as well shut his shop also. 
The hardest work we have to do is that which we do — or seem to do 
— alone. If we have no sympathy from others, it comes hard upon us. 
If we have none for others, it comes equally hard upon thera. 

And so, the best thing which we can do for ourselves, and for others, 
is to come out of ourselves — in short, to take down our shutters and 
look with interest at each other's wares. It is a shock to encounter a 
shut-up man. You go to him, eager for some sympathy, anxious to 
enlist him in what you are interested in ; or you go to him to share 
some pleasant news, or to talk over the topics of the day ; to get him to 
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do something for others, or to let you do something for him. "When you 
get to your man you do not get at him. He repels your interest ; he 
will not work with you ; he will not meet you half way. In a word, his 
shutters are up, and you can do no business with him. 

Now, what we want to do is, to take our shutters down. We have 
sympathies, and all that is needed is to let them stream out. A shut- 
up man is never a helpful one ; he does no more true effective business 
than a shut-up shop. It is not enough to feel — one must manifest his 
feeling ; other people will never get hold of us, nor we of them, unless 
we are sympathetic;, and show it. Especially is this true of our 
Young Men's Christian Associations. Young men are not going to 
come in among us, if we are lacking in sympathy for and with them, 
any more than they would settle to do business in a street of perpetually 
closed fronts. If we will take down the shutters — if we stand ready to 
welcome all comers, and traffic in friendship with them — if they feel that 
we are honestly with them, heart and hand, they, too, will come half 
way, and more, to meet us. There is a world of instruction in that 
story of the just orphaned boy, indignantly repudiating his compaTiion's 
sympathetic tears, with his " What are you crying for ? It's none of 
your funerals ! " That is the way much older boys too often do. But 
the philosophy of the rebuke is as bad and " young " as the philosopher. 
" Funerals " are not individual property; thoy belong to all of us, 
and the orphan's companion did quite right to cry ; he took down his 
shutters. The somewhat tough orphan, on the other hand, put his up. 
It is hereby suggested that the orphan was not the better or more 
attractive boy of the two. 



Courage in Evert-day Lipe. — Have the courage to do without 
that which you do not need, however much your eyes may covet it. 
Have the courage to show your respect for honesty, in whatever guise 
it appears ; and your contempt for dishonest duplicity, by whomsoever 
exhibited. Have the courage to wear your old clothes until vou can 
pay for new ones. Have the courage to obey your Maker, at the risk 
of being ridiculed by man. Have the courage to prefer comfort and 
propriety to fashion, in all things. Have the courage to acknowjpdge 
your ignorance, rather than to seek credit for knowledge under false 
pretences. Have the courage to provide entertainment for your friends 
within your means — not \)ejoxiA.^Su7iday Teacher's Treasury. 



THE ART OF SEEING THINGS. 



[The prolific pen of Rev. A. H. K. Boyd, whose " Recreations of a Country 
Parson" have had considerable currency in America, has produced few more prac- 
tical esssys than that entitled the " Art of Putting Things." In its perusal one is 
compensated for having been obliged to wade through a remarkable amount of 
twaddle, such as would seem intended to illustrate what is known in literature as the 
fatal facility of authors. It may not be unprofitable to devote a few moments to 
the consideration of a kindred and equally practical subject — the rare faculty of ob- 
servation. — Editor.] 

BY observation, I mean the seeing of things as they are — the power 
of noticing all the minor surroundings and accidental characteristics 
which make up or attend every object, occurrence, or situation. With 
most men there is only a single idea, or rather impression, derived by 
one exercise of perception, and this is indistinct — blurred — like a poorly- 
taken photograph — it is to them one thing, and therefore, of course, 
one thought ; while one who should accurately observe would see a 
combination of many things, held by varied laws, each component part 
affording its own lesson. 

M. Eobert-Houdin, the famous French juggler, in his autobiography, 
gives some hints of the great pains taken by him to cultivate this 
faculty of correct and minute seeing. He says that he and his son used 
to practise, as they walked along the streets, in trying which of them 
could remember the greater number of the articles exposed in any shop- 
window which they had merely looked at in passing. Soon they both 
increased greatly the number they were able to recall, though the son, 
by dint of the susceptibility of his youthful powers, continually sur- 
passed his father. The great magician also tells of some feats performed 
by aid of this one-practised faculty, which completely mystified those 
present by their seeming wonderfulness. Young Robert-Houdin, for in- 
stance, once, when visiting some great mansion, was conducted through 
a library in which was, of course, a bookcase full of various volumes. 
Some time after, in another chamber, his father told the host and com- 
pany that his son could give the name of the book occupying any posi- 
tion in that bookcase which they might designate. And so he did, 
upon being tried ; naming also the books on either side of the one whose 
position was suggested, showing plainly that a single look in passing 
through the room had sufficed to imprint upon bis memory every book's 
name and position. 

If we all saw as well as the young prestidigitateur, we would doubt- 
less grow wise much sooner than we do concerning the things about us. 
This art of seeing things, of which the highest development is thus to 
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see all about one at a glance, would be an ijivaluable quality in other 
professions besides that of magic. In some it is cultivated in a narrow 
degree and for a specific purpose, because it could not well be dispensed 
with. 

Did you ever notice the teller of some bank when cashing checks ? 
He will snatch one bill from this pile and another from that — perhaps 
catch up a handful at a time — then count them over once, and toss the 
precious bundle on the counter. To the looker-on it seems a hasty, al- 
most careless, way of dealing with so valuable a commodity, and yet 
really the work has been thoroughly done ; and all the better for being 
done at one trial rather than two. We may suppose that tellers soon 
learn that time is worth more than money — they seem so to disdain 
wasting the precious moments over their charge ; and so to save time 
they learn to see as far as a bank-bill goes ; yet they may remain blind 
as the rest of men to the other sights and treasures of this wondrous 
world. 

This art of seeing underlies not only dispatch and confidence in 
action, but also tlie sublime quality of " presence of mind," as it is 
termed, or readiness to act wisely in sudden emergencies. It is the 
man who sees quickly who can judge quickly, and therefore quickly acts 
out his judgments. In fact, to be able to see well, would almost of it- 
self make one a very superior man. This art would unlock the rich 
storehouse of high, illimitable suggestions — none other than this mate- 
rial universe — of which no man ever yet found a part without its lesson. 
It would make men the best kind of philosophers, if it should lead 
them to exercise their reasoning powers upon what they saw ; for, in 
fact, the reason men think so little is because they see so little ; in all 
the round of daily life those occurrences are exceptional which really 
make a distinct impression upon their senses — they live in a normal 
somnambulism, asleep to the realities about them. 

Would that there were a science of seeing, as there is of music ! It 
would be good to educate the eye — that noblest organ — so as to develop 
its full powers. There might be rules to teach us how to look at things 
in order to see them best. Doubtless there is a natural order of seeing 
an object as regards size, shape, color, solidity, etc. There may be a 
scale for the eye as well as the ear. But, in the absence of any recog- 
nized laws, we may, with the greater claim of novelty, pursue the study 
of seeing things as they are. 



" And he said, My presence shall go with thoe, and I will give thee 
rest."— (Ex. xxxiii. 14.) 




ASSOCIATION MATTERS, FOREIGN AND DOMESTIC— CORRESPON- 
DENCE, Etc. 



The Montreal Conveotion instructed 
the Executive Committee to couiinne tlie 
publication of the Qitarlerly, and it will 
hereafter be regularly issued. The coop- 
eration of the Corresponding Members 
and the officers of the Associations is as 
needful as heretofore. 

1. We trust that no pains will be 
spared by the friends of the cause, to 
place us in possession of all matters of 

. interest relating to the Associations. We 
desire to be at once informed of new or- 
ganizations, the date of their formation, 
and the names of their officers. Any 
new phase of work, or new mode of 
prosecuting labor, any increased interest 
in meetings or classes in any Association, 
we shall be glad to report in the news 
columns of the Quarltrbj. 

2. We also desire short and pointed 
articles, illustrating our work, suggesting 
better ways of conducting it, or enfor- 
cing obligations on the part of the com- 
munity to the Associations, or to young 
men as a class. 

3. It is important to the Associations 
that as complete a collection, as possible, 
be made of the reports of our societies, 
and of the papers and cards issued by 
them ; and we trust that copies of all 
such as have been, as well as of those 
which may hereafter be issued, will be 
forwarded to the Committee. The time 
is not far distant when a history of the 
Associations must be written. 

4. Many requests are received for copies 
of the proceedings of the Conventions 



held under the Confederation, and we beg 
all who may have duplicate copies of 
these reports to send them to the Com- 
mittee. 



Bt a resolution adopted at the Mon- 
treal Convention, the Committee was re- 
commended not to accept less than a 
club of live subscribers in any town 
where an Association is organized. This 
is believed to be reasonable, and that the 
Associations will cheerfully meet the re- 
quirement. The price of the Quarterly 
is so moderate that there can be no diffi- 
culty in making up such a club in the 
smallest of our societies. The coming 
year should be commenced with a sub- 
scription list of not less than four thou- 
sand. Let each Association do its part, 
and this end will be attained. 



The Montreal Convention. 
The Twelfth Convention of Young Men's 
Christian Associations of the United States 
and British Provinces assembled at Mon- 
treal on the 19th of June last, and con- 
tinued in session until the Sunday evening 
following. There were 594 delegates pres- 
ent, representing 107 Associations. H. 
Thane Miller, Esq., of Cincinnati, Presi- 
dent of the Eleventh Convention, was 
unanimously elected to preside over the 
deliberations of the present Convention. 
Vice-Presidents, Hon. F. Chamberlain, 
Hartford, Conn. ; K. A. Burnell, Mil- 
waukee, Wis. ; A. K. Browne, Washing- 
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ton, D. C. ; Hon. Charles Young, LL. D., 
Charlotte Tohti, Prince Edward's Island ; 
T. James Claxton, Montreal ; W. F. C. 
GreRorv, Petersburg, Va. Secretaries, 
James H. Kellogg, Troy, N. T. ; John A. 
Dawson, Boston ; Silas Farmer, Detroit, 
Mich. ; Alfred Sandham, Montreal. 

The rules established for the govern- 
ment of the last Convention were adopted 
for the government of this. While the 
committee on permanent organization 
were preparing their report, the topic, 
" What should be the primary aim and 
object of the efforts put forth by our As- 
sociations ? " was taliea up by the Conven- 
tion for discussion. 

On the evening of 'Wednesday the Wel- 
come meeting was lield in the new Amer- 
ican Presbyterian Church, which was 
crowded to excess. Major-General Rus- 
sell, commanding the British forces in 
Canada, presided, and made the opening 
address of welcome. 

Rev. Henry Wilkes, D. D., pastor of 
Zion Church, in which the daily sessions 
were held, delivered an address of wel- 
come on behalf of the pastors and churches 
of Montreal. 

President Dawson, of McGill College, 
next welcomed the Convention in the 
name of the people of the city. 

On behalf of the Convention, Ex-Gov. 
Pollock, of Pennsylvania, expressed its 
thanks for the hearty welcome which had 
been tendered. 

William E. Dodge, Jr., of New York 
City, next addressed the meeting on the 
part of tlie Convention. He was fol- 
lowed by Hon. F. Chamberlain, of Hart- 
ford, Conn., and Rev. John E. Cookman, 
of Poughkeepsie. 

The chairman then introduced Sir Hen- 
ry Havelock, who briefly addressed the 
meeting. 

The concluding address was made by 
the President of the Convention. 

On Thursday morning the standing 
committees were announced by the chair, 
and the regular business of the Conven- 
tion proceeded with. 

The report of the executive committee 



was read by James Stokes, Jr., of New 
York, and referred to the proper com- 
mittee. Extracts from this report are 
elsewhere given. 

Reports of or in behalf of Correspond- 
ing Members were then given by Messrs. 
Worcester of Vermont, Woodworth of 
Mass., Coffin of Conn., Parkhurst of R. 
I., Carlton of N. J., Condron and Mor- 
sell of Del., and CulUss of Penn. 

At the afternoon session, Dr. Denham, 
of Londonderry, addressed the Conven- 
tion, and a communication on the subject 
of temperance was received from the Mon- 
treal Temperance Society and referred. 

A very able essay was read by Dr. 
Dawson on " Association Bible-classes, 
and how to conduct them," which he 
considered under three divisions : 1. The 
class ; 2. The course of study and mode 
of teaching ; 3. The teacher or leader. 

The topic and the essay were then dis- 
cussed by the Convention, a large num- 
ber of the delegates participating ; the 
discussion being practical in its charac- 
ter and to a very considerable extent 
being a statement of experience of the 
various speakers. 

On motion of Dr. Stevenson, Dr. Den- 
ham was requested to convey to the As- 
sociation of Londonderry, Ireland, the fra- 
ternal salutations and hearty God-speed 
of the Convention. 

In the evening the Convention attended 
a grand concert at Victoria Skating-Rink. 

At the morning session on Friday the 
following resolutions were presented, and 
at a subsequent session adopted : 

Resolved, That the Young Men's Chris- 
tian Associations of the United States 
and British Provinces be recommended 
by this Convention to set apart the second 
Lord's Day in November next, and the 
evenings of the week commencing on 
that day, for special prayer for the out- 
pouring of the Holy Spirit on the mem- 
bers of the Young Men's Christian Asso- 
ciations of the world, and for the in- 
creased efliciency of these agencies for 
the salvation of young men. 

Resolved, That the Executive Committee 
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be instructed to communicate to the Gen- 
eral Conference of Young Men's Christian 
Associations and Unions which is to as- 
semble in the city of Paris on the llth 
of August next, the action of this Con- 
vention, and to request the societies there 
represented to unite with us in praying 
for these objects. 

Resolved, That the Executive Committee 
be instructed to issue a circular, contain- 
ing a copy of these resolutions, to the 
Young Men's Christian Associations of all 
lands. 

The business committee reported a reso- 
lution declining to receive the delegation 
from the Montreal Temperance Society, 
on the ground that it would create a pre- 
cedent for interferences with the regular 
business of the Convention, and further 

Resolved, That this Convention, in the 
name of the Associations they represent, 
honor the cause of temperance, and rec- 
ognize with affectionate interest the ear- 
nest men who are engaged in it ; and, 
while the proper work of Young Men's 
Christian Associations is sufficient reason 
to excuse them from entering actively as 
organizations into the temperance cause, 
the Convention gladly and earnestly de- 
sire that every member should individ- 
ually use his best talent and influence in 
that cause everywhere. 

The report was adopted, and thereupon 
the discussion of the subject of Dr. Daw- 
son's essay was resumed, and extended 
through the morning session. 

At the afternoon session, resolutions 
fixing the ratio of representation were 
reported by the committee on Associa- 
tions, and at a subsequent session amend- 
ed so as to read as follows, and then 
adopted : 

Resolved, That Associations of 100 mem- 
bers or less be represented in the annual 
Conventions by three delegates ; and that 
for every additional hundred members or 
fraction of a hundred exceeding fifty, 
one additional delegate shall be allowed, 
but that no delegation shall be composed 
of more than fifteen members. 

And by a subsequent resolution, repre- 



sentation was restricted to male mem- 
bers. 

The Convention then took up for dis- 
cussion the topic, " How can we best 
reach the young men in our towns and 
cities now to all appearance outside of 
all religious influence ? " 

The discussion was continued through- 
out the remainder of the session, a large 
number of the delegates participating, 
and many valuable thoughts and prac- 
tical suggestions evolved. 

On motion. Rev. Henry Wilkes, D. D., 
of Montreal, was appointed a delegate 
from the Convention to the Paris Con- 
ference. 

An essay prepared at the request of 
the Executive Committee on " literary 
classes, their management, and relation to 
the Associations," was read by George 
A. Whittemore, of Boston, in which he 
urged the importance of such classes, as 
an instrumentality of the Associations, 
and illustrated their power for good. The 
discussion which followed was limited, 
but double-headed in its character, show- 
ing at once the value and the necessity 
of such an agency. 

At the evening session on Friday, De- 
troit was selected as the place for hold- 
ing the next Convention. The remainder 
of this session was devoted to the hearing 
of reports from younger and smaller As- 
sociations, and to responses to questions 
propounded by delegates from them. 

On motion. Rev. William Hogarth was 
appointed a delegate to the Paris Con- 
ference. 

The following resolutions were, on the 
report of the committee on Associations, 
adopted : 

Resolved, That the committee of ar- 
rangements of the Associations, where the 
Conventions are to be held, furnish the 
delegates with badges in exchange for cre- 
dentials. 

Whereas, It is desirable that there be 
uniformity in the credentials of delegates 
submitted at these Conventions, tbeie- 
fore, 

Resolved, That the Executive Committee 
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be and they arfi hereby requested to pre- 
pare a forra of credentials, and furnish 
each Association with at least one copy 
of the same. 

A resolution was also adopted recom- 
mending the admission of none but com- 
municants in evangelical churches to ac- 
tive memberahip. 

The following resolution was also 
adopted : 

Resolved, That the delegates of all As- 
sociations be especially requested to aid 
in the formation of Associations among 
colored men throughout the South. 

The following resolutions, among others, 
were adopted on the recommendation of 
the committee on the report of tbe Execu- 
tive Committee : 

Resolved, That the Executive Committee 
be instructed to continue the publication 
of the Quarterly Magazine, and that we 
recommend that the articles selected for 
it be mainly devoted to Association work, 
and that we urge upon Corresponding 
Members and Associations the importance 
of forwarding information for publica- 
tion. 

Resolved, That we earnestly recommend 
the holding of State and local conventions 
for the discussion of practical topics in- 
timately connected with our work, and 
that the Corresponding Members of the 
Executive Committee of each State and 
Province be requested to correspond at 
an early date with the Associations in 
their field upon this subject. 

Resolved, That we coincide with the 
opinion expressed by the Executive Com" 
mittee, that the Corresponding Secretary 
of the Associations should be made a 
permanent officer. 

Resolved, That it is inexpedient to 
change the time of holding the Annual 
Convention. 

A fraternal letter having been address- 
ed to the Convention by the Christian 
Unions of France, the committee report- 
ed a reply on behalf of the Convention 
thereto, which was adopted. 

Subscriptions were then taken for the 
Qviirlrrlfi, 1,197 ; copies of the pro- 



ceedings, 1,294 ; expenses of the Exec- 
utive Committee, $854. 

The topic, " What is the work, and 
how far should it be extended in the 
small towns and villages where Associa- 
tions are established ? " was then taken 
up and discussed at great length, and 
in a most practical manner. 

At the afternoon session of Saturday, 
the report of the Business Committee 
recommending the reaffirmation of the 
resolutions on the subject of amuse- 
ments adopted at the Albany Convention, 
was taken up as the special order. 

This was earnestly debated by many of 
the delegates, and the following substi- 
tute for the report of the committee was 
adopted : 

Whereas, the younger Associations 
have sought the counsel of the Conven- 
tion with reference to the methods and 
Instrumentalities to be employed in their 
work, especially as to the use of games of 
amusement in their rooms ; and 

Whereas, we consider this a subject of 
vital importance to the whole work of 
Christian Associations throughout the 
land and the world ; therefore be it 

Resolved, That this Convention regards 
the introduction of games into the rooms 
of the Young Men's Christian Associa- 
tions for the entertainment or amuse- 
ment of young men, as fraught with evil, 
dangerous to the best interests of Asso- 
ciations, compromising to Christian integ- 
rity, and dishonoring to our blessed Mas- 
ter and Teacher, the Lord Jesus Christ. 

A resolution was also adopted, instruct- 
ing the Executive Committee to have 
prepared, to be read before the Thirteenth 
Annual Convention, an essay on the best 
means of reaching the Gorman young 
men of the country. 

The following was also adopted : 

Resolved, That the attention of the differ- 
ent Associations, particularly those of the 
United States, be directed to young men 
of French-Canadian origin, now residing 
in that country, as aftbrding an interesting 
and liojieful field of Christian exertion. 

An essay upon the relations between 
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the Associations and the Church of 
Christ, by Rev. Mr. Rowland, of Cincin- 
nati, was read by Mr J. H. Cheever, on 
the afternoon of Saturday, and will, with 
the other essays, be printed with the pro- 
ceedings of the Convention. 

A resolution was adopted, recommend- 
ing the establishment of Union Prayer- 
Meetings by the Associations. 

On motion, it was 

Resolved, That hereafter the delegates 
to the Annual Convention of the Young 
Men's Christian Associations of the 
United States and British Provinces be 
selected from the list of active members 
only, of the various Associations to be 
represented. 

The Executive Committee were in- 
structed, by resolution, to state in their 
next annual circular that entertainment 
will be provided only for duly-accredited 
delegates. 

By special resolution Messrs. William 
E. Dodge, Jr., of New York; Rev. Wil- 
liam B. Culliss, of Philadelphia ; and L. 
P. Rowland, Jr. of Boston, were invited to 
address the Convention in respect to the 
mode in which the work of the Associa- 
tions in their cities was conducted, and 
they each occupied ten minutes of the 
evening session of Saturday. 

A resolution was adopted, recommend- 
ing clergymen and other friends of young 
men, who are about to locate in other 
cities, to furnish them with letters of in- 
troduction to the Association in such 
cities. 

At noon of the second day of the Con- 
vention a fine photograph of the dele- 
gates was taken. 

The farewell meeting was held in the 
Great St. James Street Wesleyan Church, 
on Sunday afternoon. The spacious edi- 
fice was crowded, and many were forced 
to leave, being unable to find even stand- 
ing room. 

Addresses were delivered by many of 
the delegates, and the exercises were 
most interesting and affecting. 

[The EJitors of the Quarterly have 
sought, in the foregoing statement, sim- 



ply to give an epitome of the mere busi- 
ness transacted by the Convention.] 



Canada West. — Toronto. — Brother 
Copp, Secretary, writes : " We have much 
to be thankful for in our Association, 
which, under God's blessing, is fast find- 
ing a place in the hearts of our leading 
men. Our meetings are all well attended, 
and we find our present room getting too 
small for us. We still carry on city mis- 
sion work, and have every reason to be- 
lieve it is not in vain. We hold Bethel 
services among the sailors in our har- 
bor, and visit the jail and hospital. We 
have cottage prayer-meetings in various 
parts of the city, which are well attend^ 
ed. Our free reading-room, opened last 
June, is becoming an institution in the 
city, and is much frequented by our 
young men." 

Fort Hope. — A letter froi« Brother 
Craig states that the Association at Port 
Hope has been organized only three 
months. They feel assured that it will 
be a great blessing, not only to its mem- 
bers, but to the town. The prospect of 
success is very flattering. 

Nova Scotia. — A letter from Brother 
Farquhar states that arrangements are 
being made for a Provincial Convention 
in September, and that great interest is 
manifested in the movement. 

Maine. — Bangor. — At a meeting of the 
Christian Young Men of the various Evan- 
gelical churches in this city, the follow- 
ing were elected officers of the Bangor 
Young Men's Christian Association : 

A. S. Weed, President; H. H. An- 
drews, George F. Goldthwait, Gen. 
George Fuller, J. D. Beal, John F. Col- 
by, Wm. P. Hubbard, A. L. Browne, J. 
G. Clurk, F. C. Jones, Vice-Presidents ; 
Charles S. Pearl, Secretary ; Charles 
Blood, Treasurer ; C. B. Lakin, Cor- 
responding Secretary ; F. A. Bragdon, 
Registrar. 

Veb.mont. — Burlington. — Brother J. H. 
Worcester informs us of the efforts made 
by the Association at Burlington to es- 
tablish naw Associations in other parts 
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of Vermont. He hopes they may be suc- 
cessful in organizing at least six or seven 
new ones in the State. Circulars have 
been sent into different parts of the State 
to stir up the people to the work. 

Massachusetts. — Ho!i/oke. — The first 
annual report of this Association was 
presented May 7. The demand for money 
for fitting up rooms, hbrary, etc., seems 
to have been promptly met by the citizens, 
and the Association began its second year 
with a full treasury. 

The present officers are: Wm. R. Bald- 
win, President ; A. Andrews, Vice-Presi- 
de, U ; W. C. Wheeler, Secretary; G. W. 
Burditt, Treasurer ; Charles H. Layman, 
Horace Wheeler, J. H. Clifford, A. G. 
Basset, 0. L. Beach, W. D. Stevens, E. 
J. Pomeroy, and George B. Pierce, Direc- 
tors. 

Lowell. — Under date of April 13, Bro. 
Geo. C. Osgood, the Vice-President of the 
Young Men's Christian Association at 
Lowell, says that the Association had 
just been organized. The rooms are 
centrally located and very pleasant. At 
present they have a daily morning prayer- 
meeting, and a nine o'clock Saturday even- 
ing meeting. Much good is expected to 
result from the work. 

Northampton. — The report of this As- 
sociation was not received in time to be 
incorporated in the report of the Execu- 
tive Committee to the Montreal Conven- 
tion. We derive from it the following 
facts in reference to the progress of the 
Association. It was organized in May, 
18G4, and has 225 active and 25 associate 
members. 

S. C. Parsons, President ; Wm. P. 
Strickland, Corresponding Secretary. 

Forty ladies are connected with the As- 
sociation as honorary members. 

The rooms are new, and but recently 
dedicated. In them are held weekly pray- 
er-meetings which prove to be the life of 
the Association. Through their instru- 
mentality there have been many conver- 
sions during the past winter. 

The Association sustains two prayer- 
meetings and a Mission Sabbath-school in 



the outskirts of the town ; they hope for an 
increase of efficiency in Christian labor. 

WeMfrld. — The annual election of offi- 
cers for the Association at this place was 
held in May. The following are the offi- 
cers for the current year. 

Edwin B. Smith, President; Myron E, 
Searle, Correnponding Secretary. 

Rhode Island. — Brother Sherry, corre- 
sponding member(Bristol), writes May 25, 
1867: 

"I can say that the cause has more 
life and a greater number of earnest 
workers than at any time previous. The 
work has been zealously and successfully 
prosecuted. One remarkable result in the 
city of Providence has been the conversion 
of the pronrietor of a concert-saloon and 
drinking-place, and the turning of the 
saloon into a Mission House and School. 
This has been made a permanent change 
by purchase from contributions for the 
purpose. 

" In this place a much greater interest 
is manifested than formerly. During the 
early spring an unexampled enthusiasm 
was shown ; and now the interest, though 
somewhat less demonstrative, we feel con- 
tinues earnest, and will tend to greatly in- 
crease the usefulness of the Association. 

" I attribute much of our success to the 
liberality of admitting all applicants to 
the fellowship of our organization, and 
this without any undue parade or form. 

" We also permit all male subscribers 
the right of membership and also the 
right to vote, reserving the control to 
active or church members by providing 
that the President and the major part of 
the officers shall be chosen from the ac- 
tive members. 

" We think that, next to our churches 
and public schools, ours is the best insti- 
tution in the land. We also feel that no mat- 
ter how unworthy any persons may have 
been, the fact of their coming to us and 
subscribing to advance the interests of 
the cause, is ample evidence of their good 
intents, and abolishes the suspicious 
method of balloting and the black ball as 
relics of a less enlightened period." 
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Providence. — Since the publication of 
the last number of the Quarterly, the an- 
nual meeting of this active Association 
has been held, and the report for the 
year presented. It is largely occupied 
with a statement of the work which was 
so fully noticed by us three months ago. 

The present officers are: J. H. De 
Wolf, President; S. R. Dorrauce, Thos. 
W. Chace, Wm. A. Mowry, A. J. Man- 
chester, Vice-Presidents ; Gilbert A. Phil- 
lips, Recording Secretary ; D. W. Hoyle, 
Corresponding Secretary; B. W. Ham, 
Treasurer ; L. B. Makepeace, Librarian. 

CONNECTICDT. — The Associations have 
made greater progress in this State dur- 
ing the year, both in numbers and in 
power and influence, than in most others. 

The Convention held May 22d and 23d, 
in New Haven, under the call of Bro. 
Coffin, was proof of this. It surpassed in 
interest, in the number of Associations 
represented, and in practical character, 
any State Convention previously held. 

The officers of the Convention were : 
Prof Cyrus Northrup, New Haven, Presi- 
dent; D. S. Smith, Waterbury, C. W. 
Wilcox, New London, J. H. Breckenridge, 
Meriden, J. Goodnow, Hartford, Vice- 
Presidents; E. G. Allen, New Haven, W. 
D. Trowbridge, Milford, Secretaries. 

We are informed that a report of the 
proceedings will soon be published. 

Middletown. — " Our Association is pros- 
pering, though we have not much to re- 
port as work accomplished. Rooms are 
fitted up as follows : Reading-room, 40 by 
18 feet ; Conversation and Game-room, 18 
by 18 ; Assembly-room, 40 by 30 ; Li- 
brary and Committee-room, 18 by 11. 
We are making an effort to raise a mod- 
erate amount ($5,000) to be set apart as 
the ha.'m of a building-fund.''^ 

Hartford. — This Association was or- 
ganized February 17, 1867, and at one 
of the early meetings 150 annual and 50 
life members were admitted. Thus a 
fair membership was secured, and the 
sum of about $1,200 was furnished for 
the treasury. Conveniently arranged 
rooms, in a good location, have already 



been provided, and the Association may 
be considered established at the very 
outset. Plans for work are being ma- 
tured, and the society will soon be fully 
engaged. 

iVew Haven. — This Association is mov- 
ing on in its good work. A few devoted 
Christian young men organized this so- 
ciety with the determination not to call 
on the pubUc for money until they could 
show the usefulness of this form of united 
effort. Although the task they thus im- 
posed upon themselves was somewhat like 
that undertaken by the miller, who pro- 
posed to show what fine flour he could 
make before soliciting any grain to put 
in the hopper, yet they are doing well. 
An elegant, convenient, and fairly-sup- 
plied reading-room has been established 
in the best location in the city, and in 
many ways they are wielding an excel- 
lent influence. 

Milford. — Young Men's Christian As- 
sociation doing well, making its efJbrts 
for the right felt throughout the village. 

New York. — A pamphlet report of the 
proceedings of the New York State Con- 
vention held in October last has been 
published, containing the resolutions pre- 
sented to, or acted upon by the Conven- 
tion, and also the address of Mr. McBur- 
ney. Corresponding Member, on calling 
the Convention to order, and that of Mr. 
Osborne, the President, at the last meet- 
ing. The mission of the Associations, 
and the means of fulfilling it, are well 
presented in the opening address. If 
this pamphlet had been delayed a short 
time longer, it could have been issued 
with the report of the second Conven- 
tion, now soon to be held, and it would 
have been just as fresh as now. 

Hoosic Falls — Brother Lambert reports 
a very encouraging state of affairs in the 
Young Men's Christian Association at 
Hoosic Falls. A reading-room has been 
opened, aud proves an attractive place 
of resort for young men. The influence 
and efforts of the Association for the 
past year have been brought to Ijear 
upon the cause of temperance with much 
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effect. Lectures, literary exercises, etc., 
have been well attended. A Bible-class 
is about to be organized in connection 
with the Association. 

N^eiotown.—We have glowing accounts 
of the success of the Association at this 
place. They seem to credit much of 
their temporal prosperity to the influence 
of their lady friends, whom they regard as 
a help meet for the young men in the 
good work. At a fair held for the bene- 
fit of the Association, the sum of $1,200 
was realized. If the ladies should be 
as successful in winning young men from 
evil ways as they have been in winning 
money for the benefit of the Association, 
they will prove very useful. Brother 
Johnston writes that they hope to have 
finished by the fall, a building containing 
a hall which will seat 500 persons, and 
also a pleasant reading-room. The As- 
sociation started with eighteen members, 
and now has ninety. Brother Johnston 
reports that it is full of life and energy, 
and promises much good. 

North Shore, S'.aien Island. — The young 
men of this place have held several meet- 
ings preparatory to the organization of 
an Association. 

New Jebsev. — West Hohoken. — An As- 
sociation is about being organized here, 
and several meetings with that object in 
view, have already beeu held. 

Delaware. — Smi/rna. — An Association 
is about being organized in this place. 

Maryland, — The report of Bro. Bow- 
yer is a most satisfactory proof of the 
great value and utility of State Conven- 
tions. He gathers up the proofs upon 
his own field, and presents them in a 
strong light. The action of the Montreal 
Convention, cl.^cwhcre given, is so thor- 
oughly an indorsement of his views, that 
it seems hardly necessary to quote them 
here. 

District of Columbia. — Wanhinffton. 
— Brother Browne reports : " The Alex- 
andria Association is preparing to extend 
its field of usefulness. The most active 
committee of that body, having in charge 
the prayer-meetings, has been enlarged 



so as to number twenty-one members. 
This is divided into sub-committees, each 
with a special field of labor, and the work 
thus divided will, I trust, prosper most 
abundantly. These sub-committees are 
to meet monthly to compare notes and 
submit a general report to the meeting 
of the Association. 

'■ I have succeeded in getting the Chris- 
tian Young (Colored) Men of this city to 
organize an Association similar to our 
own, which is doing a good work among 
that class." 

A daily union prayer-meeting, origi- 
nating in the meetings of the Day of 
Prayer in November, is still continued in 
Washington. Two new mission Sunday- 
schools have been established. 

The rooms of this Association were 
opened for a few Sabbaths, secular books 
and papers being withdrawn from use, 
but the experiment was not successful. 

The Washington brethren have been 
greatly prospered during the year in all 
departments of their regular work, while 
in this special effort for a house they 
have been signally blessed. They hope 
to dedicate their new home, which is to 
cost $140,000, in December next. 

" The Proposed Yodng Men's Chris- 
tian Association Hall. — A meeting of 
the Trustees of the Young Men's Chris- 
tian Association was held at the bank- 
ing-house of Jay Cooke & Co. 

" Cbief-Justice Chase presided, and there 
were present Gen. 0. 0. Howard, Gen. J. 

A. Eakin, A. R. Shepherd, J. R. Elvans, 

B. H. Stinemctz, William Ballantyne, H. 
D. Cooke, and A. K. Browne. 

" The report of the building committee 
recommending the purchase of the Hud- 
son Taylor place, at the corner of 9th and 
D streets, at a cost of $40,000, for the 
purpose of erecting a hall thereon, was 
presented and adopted, the committee be- 
ing instructed to close the bargain. 

"Tlie committee was also instructed to 
advertise for plans and proposals for the 
erection of the hall, not to exceed in cost 
$100,000. 

" Mr. Cooke stated that the stock was 
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nearly all provided for, and that the build- 
ing, which it is proposed to make one of 
the finest in the city, could be erected in 
three months. 

" A resolution wag then adopted, iu- 
structing the building committee to pro- 
cure plans and proposals for the building, 
to be submitted for the approval of the 
board at a meeting appointed for May 
17. The building is not to exceed in coat 
$100,000. 

" Messrs. Jno. R. Elvans, Alex. Shep- 
herd, and Wm. Ballantyne, were elected a 
committee to solicit the purchase of stock. 

" The object of the board is to erect a 
first-class building, with live stores, 20 
by 80 feet each, on the first floor ; rooms 
of the Young Men's Christian Associa- 
tion on the second floor, and a large pub- 
lic hall, capable of seating 2,000 persons, 
on the third floor. To effect this a joint- 
stock company has been organized and 
chartered by Congress, with a capital of 
8200,000. 

"This stock is exempt from taxation, 
and bears 6 per cent, interest. 

" The following-named gentlemen have 
been chosen officers of the Board of 
Directors : President, Hon. S. P. Chase ; 
Treasurer, H. D. Cooke ; Secretary, Gen. 
James A. Eakin, Deputy Quartermaster- 
General, U. S. Army. 

" The meeting was very harmonious in 
the action taken, and it appeared to be 
their fixed determination to erect speedily 
a building on the Hudson Taylor property 
that will be useful and an ornament to 
the city. 

" The instalment to be paid down for 
this handsome site is $20,000, and has al- 
ready been raised. The remaining $20,000 
will be paid in four annual instalments. 

" The person, or firm, who undertakes 
the work of erecting this fine structure 
will be required to subscribe to one-half 
of the stock. 

" The $100,000 to be paid for the build- 
ing of this edifice is considered as inde- 
pendent of the cost for furnishing the 
same, which latter item will require a con- 
siderable sum of money. 



" The Young Men's Christian Associa- 
tion committee for the obtaining of sub- 
scriptions toward defraying the expenses 
of erection, are energetic, and their 
efforts, we are pleased to learn, are meet- 
ing with decided success, some of our 
prominent and wealthy citizens subscrib- 
ing handsome sums in aid of the noble 
work." 

Ohio. — Cincinnati. — A delegation from 
this Association has just returned from a 
short tour in behalf of our own work, 
and also of that among the children. 
Three children's meetings were held in 
Vincenne.1, Ind., on the 18th and 19th, 
under the auspices of the Association 
there, and a very large public meetinj,' 
was held at Green's Hall on the evening 
of the 18th in behalf of the Association, 
at which donations were made exceeding 
the sum of $200, and some fifteen new 
members received. This society is in a 
fine condition, the membership active and 
earnest, and the community gives to the 
organization a hearty and sympathetic 
support. 

The delegation then visited Washing- 
ton, Davis Co., Ind., where a large meet- 
ing was held, and an Association organ 
ized, with fifty-three members. 

West Virginia. — Bro. Oxtoby, Corre- 
sponding Member for last year, reports 
four new Associations organized in his 
field during the year, viz. : Clarlesburg, 
Moundsville, Parkershurg, and Ritchie- 
town. 

He also reports the M^ccUng Associa- 
tion in a most prosperous condition, and 
accomplishing a much greater work than 
formerly. 

Indiana. — Franklin. — The report of 
this Association was not received in time 
to be placed in the report of the Execu- 
tive Committee to the Montreal Conven- 
tion. It presents the following interest- 
ing facts : 

The Association was started only a 
year since, but has made very encourag- 
ing progress. Number of members, 75. 
Expenses for the past year, $412. The 
reading-room is supplied with fifty period- 
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icals and newspapers. A course of Lec- 
tures was well sustained during last 
winter. 

Bro. Belknap states that a prejudice, 
which existed against the Association 
when it was first organized, has been 
overcome ; its objects are better under- 
stood, and it is well sustained. 

Mishawaka. — The second anniversary 
of this Association was held June 2d ; the 
attendance, the interest manifested bj the 
audience, and the subscription at the close 
of the exercises, were such as to encour- 
age our brethren in their woric. A 
powerful discourse, on the field for Asso- 
ciation work, was delivered by Mr. F. M. 
Rockwell, Superintendent of the Chicago 
Association. 

liichnu>nd. — The organization of an 
Association at this place was formally 
completed May 6th, when the following 
officers were elected: Charles F. CoflSn, 
President ; A. E. Crocker, Wm. Spencer, 
S. C. Mendenhall, John S. Hunt, Wm. S. 
Reid, H. Clarkson, Edward T. Burson, 
John Hoffman, C. S. Farnham, H. H. 
Ingleman, J. W. Plummer, Jacob Row- 
let, David Thomas, Vice-Presidents; A. 
Samson, Recording Secretary ; John Nich- 
olson, Col-responding Secretary; David 
Dugan, Treasurer. 

Vinccnnes. — Bro. Ramsdell sends news 
of the Association at Vineennes, under 
date of July 9th. He says they have 
met with many discouragements in the 
work, which seem only to make the 
foundation more sure. A library has 
been established, and Bro. R. hopes 
soon to report that they have a free read- 
ing-room in successful operation. 

The officers chosen for the coming 
3ear are as follows, viz. : James E. Mer- 
ryman. President; John D. Cox, Vice- 
President ; George B. Rose, Correspond- 
ing Secretary ; James Brace, Recording 
Secretary ; James Roseman, Treasurer. 

MiCHiaAN. — Bro. Farmer, Correspond- 
ing Member for the State of Michigan, 
reports that three new Associations have 
been organized in that State dui'ing the 
past year There are now lour Associa- 



tions, against one last year. The new 
ones are at Ann Arbor, Grand Eapids, 
and Coldwaler. 

Coldioater. — A Toung Men's Christian 
Association has been organized at Cold- 
water, with the following ofBcers: Rev. 
W. C. Porter, President; Harvey Robin- 
son, J. H. D. Warren, Vice-Presidents ; 
W. Seward Allen, Recording Secretary ; 
A. J. Aldrich, Correspondimg Secretary ; 
G. L. Howe, Treasurer ; D. B. Purinton, 
T. C. Etheridge, J. D. W. Fisk, Wesley 
Wilcox, Myron A. Crippen, and H. C. 
Whitley, Board of Managers. 

Iowa. — Dubuque. — The following are 
the officers of the Association : 

President, N. C. Ryder; Vice-Presi- 
dents, W. C. Chamberlain and H. M. 
Kingman ; Recording Secretary, A. Ad- 
ams ; Corresponding Secretary, M. C. 
Spaulding; Directors, Geo. D. Wood, 
Wm. Rebman, Wm. Westphal, J. T. Al- 
den, Jr., J. D. Dickins, J. H. Russell, and 
Geo. L. Johnson. 

The Superintendent, Mr. George R. 
Remsen, sends to us an encouraging re- 
port of the condition and prospects of 
the Association. The committees are ren- 
dering important and faithful service. 
One, each Sabbath, visits the hotels and 
invites strangers to the various churches. 
The jail and alms-house are regularly vis- 
ited, and religious services held in them, 
and tracts and bibles distributed. Many 
of the prisoners have been induced to 
sign the temperance pledge. Much is 
done in gathering poor children into the 
Sabbath-school and clothing them, and 
a handsome fund is placed at the dispo- 
sal of the Association for the relief of the 
poor. 

Minnesota. — Manl-ato. — Brother Tay- 
lor, of St. Paul, writes us of the organiza- 
tion of an Association at Mankato in No- 
vember, 1866. President, Rev. J. G. Cra- 
ven ; Secretary, Dr. Jones. 

Wisconsin.— We extract from the re- 
port of Brother Rice the following survey 
of hia field for the year : 

" The work of Young Men's Christian 
Associations has made a decided advance 
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in 'WisconBin the past year. The Lord 
has been pleased to stir up many young 
hearts, and, under the inspiring power of 
the Holy Spirit, they have gone forth do- 
ing a noble work for our common Master. 
A year ago three Associations had a nom- 
inal existence, but only one gave signs of 
active life. Still others, once alive, were 
having a ' suspended animation,' or were 
wholly dead. The Milwaukee Associa- 
tion, after a suspension of one year, be- 
gan anew, ucder healthy auspices. A 
City Missionary was employed in connec- 
tion with the Seamen's Friend Society. 
Their delegate to the Albany Convention 
presented a carefully prepared statement 
of that meeting, and of the views there 
expressed. This report was printed in 
some of the State papers, and widely cir- 
culated. The Milwaukee Association also 
pent out letters and delegates to awaken 
deeper interest, and give life to dead 
Associations, and form new ones, or pave 
the way for doing so. 

" In the early autumn we welcomed to 
our chief city a Northwestern Conven- 
tion of Associations, which we all felt was 
a blessed gathering of earnest Christian 
hearts, full of zeal for the cause of Christ. 
Many young men among us were thor- 
oughly aroused, and we have reason to 
thank God for inclining the hearts of the 
brethren to visit our State. Recently a 
State Christian Convention has been held, 
with good results, at Whitewater. Sev- 
eral County Christian Conventions have 
been held, in all of which greater activity 
has been awakened, and in some of them 
souls have been led to Jesus. The Asso- 
ciations at Ripon and Whitewater de- 
serve especial mention, along with that 
at Milwaukee, as being efficient in carry- 
ing forward open-air meetings, prayer- 
meetings, mission-schools, and Christian 
Conventions. Mr. K. A. Burnell, City 
Missionary of the Milwaukee Association, 
has been very diligent and earnest in in- 
creasing the number and activity of the 
several Associations in the State. Asso- 
ciations have been begun at Janesville, 
Madison, Fort Atkimon, Fond du Lac, 
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and are about to be organized in one or 
two other towns. The Berlin Associa^ 
tion has died out, as did also the first one 
at Fond du Lac. 

" We have a large foreign element in our 
State, and especially in aU our principal 
towns, which renders the organization 
of Associations difficult, and makes their 
permanent existence very precarious. 
But we are greatly encouraged by the 
past year. The Lord has exceeded our 
most sanguine faith, giving a measure of 
success marvellous in magnitude, in view 
of the few earnest workers, and the ob- 
stacles in our way. 

" Devoutly thankful for the past, we pray 
in greater faith for increased success dur- 
ing the year to come. The problem moat 
interesting and vital to us is, ' How to 
secure permanency and strength to Asso- 
ciations in towns of from 2,000 to 5,000 
inhabitants, where at least one-half are 
foreigners ? ' 

" If your report can solve tliis, we shall 
receive courage. I should be greatly de- 
lighted to meet with the Executive Com- 
mittee at Montreal, and catch the blessed 
spirit which I know will pervade all your 
deliberations, but other duties will pre- 
vent. I shall sincerely pray that the 
Divine Spirit may rest upon and inspire 
you in all your counsels, and that you 
may so quicken all hearts, that the manv 
thousands of our young men of the West 
and the East, now in danger of being 
wrecked for time and eternity, may be 
saved through Christ." 

California. — Stockton. — We are in- 
formed by Brother Bateman that steps 
are being taken for the reorganization of 
the Young Men's Christian Association at 
Stockton. 

San Francisco. — The young men have 
purchased a lot, but how soon they will 
set about building does not appear. The 
Pacific says that " the undertaking of so 
great a work marks an era in the history 
of the Association that augurs well for 
its future life, and leads us to believe that 
its hitherto quiet ministrations will be 
largely increased, and command for it the 
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foremost rank among the benevolent and 
literary institutions of the Pacific, as well 
as the largest liberality from an intelli- 
gent community." 

San Jose. — Presidmt, George H. Hare ; 
Corresponding Secretary, Frank E. Ad- 
ams. We make the following extract 
from a statement of the affairs of the 
Association : 

*' We permanently organized by elec- 
tion of officers and adoption of our con- 
stitution March 5, Commodious 
rooms, centrally located on First Street, 
have been leased and furnished for our 
use. These we dedicated to God's ser- 
vice, April 20, 1867. Our conference- 
room is 21 by 29 feet, carpeted and fur- 
nished with seats capable of seating 100 
persons. Here we hold our prayer-meet- 
ings Sunday and Wednesday evenings, 
also our business-meetings. In front of 
this is the reading-room 18 by 24 feet. 
Both room? are high and pleasant, well 
lighted and ventilated. The reading-room 
commands a view of our busiest street, 
and beyond that, of our beautiful valley to 
the summit of the mountains on the east. 
No one need hereafter have the excuse 
that he has no place but a saloon where 
he can sit and read the papers ; for here 
we have all the principal periodicals pub- 
lished on this coast and in the East, and 
a well-selected library. This room is open 
from 12, noon, till 9 p. M. every day, and 
any who choose may come in, whether 
members of the Association or not; 
strangers or citizens are welcome. It 
is our aim to make this place, by every 
means within our command, attractive 
and pleasant to all who are not so en- 
tirely depraved as to be beyond the 
reach of any good influence ; to make it 
a place tliat will, in a measure, be a sub- 
stitute to the homeless young man and 
the stranger for the pleasant firesides of 
his far-off home ; to throw around such, 
and all others within our reach, an influ- 
ence for good ; to help and strengthen 
the inexperienced and wavering, and re- 
elaitn the fallen. We desire, also, to 
bring ourselves within the influence of 



the brotherly love and Christian syinpar 
thy of each other, and by meeting to- 
gether often, and sending up our united 
petitions to the throne of grace, to get 
spiritual strength that each thereby may 
be better able to go forth and work in 
his individual sphere. As young men 
from each of the different churches in 
the city, banded together in the service 
of God, forgetting that we are Meth- 
odists, Presbyterians, Baptists, or Epis- 
copalians, we beUeve that we can do 
much good. 

"The total expense of fitting up and 
furnishing our rooms is about $850, which 
is also just about the amount we have re- 
ceived from members' dues and other 
sources. This, added to the generous 
contributions toward our library, men- 
tioned hereafter, makes the total amount 
we have been permitted to use during 
the first three months of our existence, a 
little over $2,000. And, although we 
have nothing now in our treasury, we 
are not in debt — a condition which we 
shall most zealously avoid. 

" We have possession of the old San 
Jose city library. We found in it about 
125 books — a few of them valueless on 
account of sets being broken by one or 
more volumes being lost. To this we 
have made some additions. But to the 
ladies of San Jose we are especially in- 
debted for their efforts in getting up a 
' festival ' in bclmlf of our library fund, 
the net proceeds of which were, in books 
donated and cash, $1,000 ; so that our li- 
brary is already increased to over 700 vol- 
umes, and it is our aim to keep adding to 
it unt'd it shall have become a collection 
which every citizen can point to with 
pride and be glad to help support. 

" Our field of usefulness here is un- 
bounded, and our work unlimited in va- 
riety and quantity, but we have faith 
that with God's help we can accomplish 
something, if not all we should. Our 
aim is high, but we ' press toward the 
mark for the prize of the high calling of 
God in Christ Jesus,' believing we can- 
not fall far short." 
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This statement also includes a long list 
of newspapers and periodicals which are 
furnished to the Association free, mainly 
by the publishers. 

New Mexico. — leading citizen of 
this Territory writes us from Santa F& as 
follows : 

" There is but one Protestant church 
in New Mexico, which is located in Santa 
and composed of thirteen members, 
belonging to the various religious denom- 
inations. We have a population of about 
93,000 Americans and Mexicans, and 20,- 
000 Indians, and strange to say, there 
are but three ministers of the Protestant 
Churches, one old-school Presbyterian, 
one Baptise, and one Episcopalian, to 
labor for the souls of over one hundred 
thousand people. The Roman Catholic 
Church has its bishop and priests, but 
of Protestants there are but few here. 
The field is white for the harvest, the 
laborers are few ; may the Lord increase 
their number ! 

" We organized a Bible Society here a 
few months since, and when I was in New 
York a few weeks ago, I bought a lot of 
Bibles to be distributed. Our society is 
now endeavoring to obtain an agent to 
canvass this Territory and distribute Bi- 
bles and tracts. A gentleman who has 
been recommended to us as a minister 
in good standing, who was formerly in 
Brazil, and speaks the Spanish language, 
which you know is the language of this 
country, is desirous of moving to New 
Mexico as his future field of labor. He 
now resides in California. Could you not 
unite in supporting him with the Bible, 
Tract, and Missionary societies of the East, 
and let him labor in this Territory under 
the direction of the executive committee 
of our Bible Society, and furnish him 
with Bibles and tracts in the Spanish 
language for distribution ? 

" There are hundreds of young men 
who are going to ruin for want of atten- 
tion in this country, and our means are 
so limited we cannot perform a lithe of 
what labor is necessary for the salvation of 
the youths who are going to destruction." 



Scotland. — Glasgow. — We have re- 
ceived the Annual Report of this Associa- 
tion, which represents its affairs as in a 
most thriving condition. The Bible-class 
and prayer- meetings are noticed as 
especially interesting. A course of 
twelve secular lectures was delivered be- 
fore the Association, in the City Hall, by 
leading men of the United Kingdom ; the 
subjects treated, which are given in the 
report, were varied, interesting, practical, 
and instructive. 

Appended to the report is that of a 
social meeting held at the City Hall, at 
which the Hon. James Moncrieff, M. P., 
late Lord Advocate, presided. We re- 
gret that our space does not allow us to 
make extracts from the numerous elo- 
quent speeches there delivered, especially 
from the remarkably, powerful one by 
the chairman, on " some of the phases of 
religious skepticism." 

Christian Unions in France. — It is 
gratifying to notice the spirit of the Young 
Men's Christian Associations, or Unions, 
as they are called, of France, as evinced 
in the report of an assembly held some 
time since at Paris. Before adverting 
particularly to the report, it may not be 
uninteresting to briefly sketch the origin 
of these Unions, which were started under 
many difficulties. 

The work had its commencement in 
Paris, in a prayer-meeting and Bible-class 
of two persons, who, after meeting to- 
gether for a time in this simple way, re- 
solved to attempt an organization. At 
the first meeting twelve persons were 
present ; rules were drafted, and their 
names enrolled ; but at this point they 
were obliged to consult the government, 
as no meeting of any character could be 
held of more than twenty individuals with- 
out official authority. The police inquired 
into their character and politics, and 
doubted whether so many young men 
were going to meet for religious pur- 
poses ; they supposed, however, they 
would have billiards, etc. A coneierge^ 
on being asked the political sentiments 
of one of the members, said that they 
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were to pray to God from morning till 
night. After inveatigation, the government 
allowed the young men to proceed. Pub- 
lic confidence was gradually gained, and 
in time they issued a circular to the 
churches, urging them to the work of 
organizing Associations. 

In 1858 there were in France, accord- 
ing to the report, sixty-seven Unions, 
with a membership of about seven hun- 
dred. The double object of their Unions 
is thus pertinently and cautiously stated 
in the report : " It consists as well in 
uniting those young men who regard Je- 
sus Christ as their Lord, their only Sa- 
viour, and their God, and the Holy Scrip- 
ture as divinely inspired, as to work to- 
gether to make known Christ to young 
men who neglect their eternal salvation." 
After enumerating the objects sought to 
be obtained by evening courses, Bible- 
classes, the library and reading-rooms, 
and public readings, it states : " These 
means are not sufficient; it is necessary 
also above all to work individually. This 
work is left to the conscience of each. 
To exert upon our friends, upon our col- 
leagues, upon our companions, a salutary 
influence ; to glorify God by our conduct, 
in such a way that, if they do not love 
our principles, they may come at least to 
respect them ; to show a real Christian 
affection ; to take an interest in all that 
makes honest and loyal ; to be large, in- 
dulgent, and faithful to the times; to 
speak to them of their eternal interests ; 
to offer them a Bible, to lead them to the 
different lectures of the Christian Union, 
to encourage them in their efforts, to sus- 
tain them in their feebleness ; to pray, 
above all, and without ceasing, for them, 
such are the individual means which it is 
important for- us not to neglect, since 
more than others they ought to advance 
the kingdom of God among the young." 

Again it says : " Gentlemen, it is upon 
Christ and upon Christ alone that the 
Christian Union of Young Men wish to 
build. It is Jesus Christ crucified whom 

we wish to serve Jesus Christ 

truly God and truly man, Jesus Christ, 
our great God and Saviour, to whom, as 
to the Father and the Holy Spirit, be 
honor, praise, glory, and adoration, from 
age to age ! " 

These dear bretliren are surrounded 
by many adverse influences, situated as 
hey are in a Catholic and infidel coun- 



try ; but with such faith and reliance upon 
Christ, and with such singleness of aim 
to serve fjhrist, who shall predict their 
failure ? Let them have our prayers and 
sympathies, and let us possess more of 
their faith and unity of purpose. 



The Familif Treasury, a religious and 
literary monthly, published in Cincinnati, 
is regularly received. We can heartily 
recommend this as a periodical of high 
moral and literary character, and worthy 
of an extensive circulation. The list of 
contributors embraces many of the best 
writers in the country. 



We have received Tlie Christian, a 
paper published monthly at the Scrip- 
tural Tract Repository, Boston, Mass. 
From an examination of its columns, we 
are able to commend it to those desiring 
a family paper free from denominational- 
ism, and containing much valuable re- 
ligious reading. 



Every delegate who attended the late 
Convention at Montreal will be deeply 
pained to learn that on the morning of 
Sabbath, July 28, Zion Church, in which 
the ever-mcniorable Twelfth Annual Con- 
vention held its sessions, was destroyed 
by file. Large numbers of Christian 
Young Men, all over this continent, will 
consider the destruction of this church 
as a personal loss. Those who were per- 
mitted to attend the June meeting, look 
to that building as the apostles looked to 
the house where " they were all with one 
accord in one place." 



Amid the large number of warm friends 
who deeply sympathize with Governor 
McCorraick, of Arizona, in the bitter loss 
which has fallen upon him, in the sudden 
death of his gentle, loving, and brave- 
hearted wife, Margaret Griffith Hunt, at 
Prescott, on the 30th of April last, 
none heard with more sadness of his 
great bereavement than the numerous 
members of our Associations who had 
known Governor McCormick personally 
a few years since, while he was devoting 
so large a share of his time and talents 
to the work of founding and building up 
these societies, then new in America. 
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